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OUT-STATION IN INDIA. 

CHARACTERS, &C. 



''Let us arouse ourselves as we can, for we are a loug way 
trom town." 

" Nothing extenuate, nor set down au^ht in malice/' 



After being ten weeks on our march, we came 
into the Nyzam*s territories in whose service we 
were to be employed On arriving at the bund of 
a river, a most excellent road, being the general 
ride and drive of an evening, we were ordered to 
halt and go in among the rocks to put on clean 
white trousers, and our best clothing; after being 
trimmed up a little in this way, we ftll in, and the 
band began to play. Shortly afterwards we were 
met by some of the company's flank officers, who 
came out to invite us to breakfast ; and whom, after 
seeing our men at their morning*s meal, we joined ; ' 
two or three tents were connected, and long tables 
laid out, on which were placed every delicacy to 
tempt the appetite — fish, preserves, fresh bread, 
hams, &c. to which we did ample justice, having 
ftired badly for some time, being without bread on 
our march. 

We relieved here a regiment which had been 

Vol. II.-i-B 
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of a regiment in consequence of some quarrel; it 
was not, however, of such a nature as to make it 
disreputable to speak to him, and show him common 
civility. He called at our quarters one day, when 
Mr. Column, with very little ceremony, requested 
he would not favour us with so many visits. 

Let a man's character or conduct be ever so good, 
lie ought to be humbly thankful that his strength 
of mind, and his smaller temptations, make him ap- 
pear so much better in the eyes of the world than 
others ; and, without giving way to a weakness that 
might lead him to suffer for his commiseration, he 
ought, surely, in the gentlest manner animadvert on 
the follies of his neighbour. The sensibility of the 
mind of man, ever alive to neglect, reproach, and 
ridicule, too often breaks down that heart and spi^ 
rit, which, uncheered by others smiles and sympa- 
thies, we assist in crushing. But that self«CQfifi< 
dence on which we value ourselves, built on the 
slender basis of arrogant and unfeeling superiority, 
because we perform some common-place duties, 
will leave us without the consoling recollection of 
having felt and done to others, similarly situated, 
what we wish now to be done for us. 

In the army it is almost fortunate to have sprang 
from the ranks, or to be a person of low origin ; for 
a man has then acquired such a suppleness and 
accommodating disposition at the commencement 
of his career, that if he afterwards becom,e an offi* 
cer, he is usually qualified to fill almost any situa- 
tion. I know myself to be above low prejudices, 
still it is impossible to avoid glancing at origin» 
where unfeeling conduct.and pretension are coupled 
with the acts of an upstart. I have in my rccol^ 
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under canvas for nine years ; our corps had repeat- 
edly met, and the men of each were on the most 
friendly terms ; their companies severally enter- 
taining ours. Many of the soldiers of each would 
be seen, before marching, locked in each other*s 
arms. About the cantonments they very frequently 
changed their uniforms, which led to some mis- 
takes. The regiment gave us a splendid dinner ; 
their left wing was farther up the country — our's 
was to relieve them, after the expected attack on a 
strong fortress. In two days our wing proceeded 
>on the expedition : 1 belonged to No. 4 company 
of the right wing, and in the event of any casuahy 
was the first for a subaltern command. 

Many of our officers took houses at H — . I join- 
ed an officer in renting one ; we had lived together 
for three years, that is, had breakfasted and spent 
more time in each other's society than with any of 
the other officers. I found him a steady man, but 
headstrong, and from a limited education, so full of 
positiveness and illiberality of sentiment, that it was 
difficult, at times, to hide the disgust I felt at a dis- 
position so uncongenial to my own. He came 
from the ranks, and was a complete soldier, seem 
ing to think that military law and discipline ought to 
prevail throughout the world. His standard of 
merit was — not to get into debt — always to appear 
clean — to attend minutely to all duties — never to 
forgive a soldier who had erred — to go to church 
on a Sunday, and to shun all those people who had 
the charaoter of being extravagant or wild ; and in 
doing so he was not nice in the way he made his 
intentions known. A Mr. Mando, an unfortunate 
fellow, who had come out to India with us* sold out 
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lection one whose former occupation of serving out 
tea, sugar, snuff, tobacco, &c behind a counter, 
was more in accordance with his sentiments and 
feelings, than the habit of acting on those highly 
honourable military principles which make our ; 
profession, with all its hardships and drawbacks, 
so mudb preferred by those who are members of it. 
If there be any description of men that 1 hate, 
it is those fellows who cringe, fawn/ and curry fa- 
vour with their superiors, at the expense of all pro- 
per and honourable private ophiion, until they es- 
tablish themselves in good situations ; they then ap- 
fear in their true colours, tyrannical and presuming, 
^ersons of this sort, from narrow minds, and their 
beads being turned by the* unexpected privilege of 
mixing with gentlemen, generally try to make a 
party in society, if not in a regiment, and talk -of 
their set of friends by the term us ; they do not fail 
to boast of the parties which their assurance, that 
by some is mistaken for an air of fashion, may have 
got them invited to (in preference to the more re* 
tiring and gentlemanly); 

One of the most perfect would-be fops I ever 
met with in the army,, was the son of a plumber and 
glazier ; this gentleman*s father had not taken pains 
with hid son*s education, but cunning and tact, with 
a well timed taciturnity, enabled him to gloss over 
these imperfections with a fashionable eclat; for it 
vrill be remarked that silent ignorance forms the 
bestqualification for the would-be fop. i happened 
to meet such a person at a dinner party ; ue was 
certainly a fine figure, and he did not fail to draw 
largely on art to improve nature*s \york, by goodly 
apparel, fitting closely to his person, and the ut- 
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)nost circumspection with respect to bis habiliments 
and air geoerally. After being announced, he 
strutted int6<tne reception room, with toes turned 
out, body erect, and made that half inclination of 
the head to the hostess, that, however generally 
adopted among the young, sprigs of pretension to 
fashion, is understood by the discriminating ai)d 
travelled observer to be a pedanuc and local bow. 
He had sufficient discretion not to commit himself 
at dinner by venturing upon general conversation, 
but he looked all knowledge ; he ate his fish deli- 
cately, with a silver fork, assisted by a piece of 
bread ; and took wine at a happy moment with the 
lady of the house; this part of his conduct I have 
not the bad taste to object to, but when he had suffi- 
ciently recovered from its fatigue, he put his finger* 
through his long black glossy hair, the curled order 
of which he seemed fearful of having deranged, he 
then gave a slight pull up to a well starched collar, 
and having fingered and thumbed his white neck- 
handkerchief, which came so fashionably, yet, in- 
conveniently high, that he seemed peering over a 
white-washed wall. When turning to address you 
he raised each arm successively, by way of assuring 
us that if there was any thing false about his man- 
ners it did not extend to his linen, as his wristbands, 
from their length, formed an intimate connexion 
with his knuckles ; after these several adjustments, 
he screwed his neck and eyes, with a smirking leer* 
in an oblique direction, and was so condescending 
as to address me. ** Pray sir," said the Captain, 
**are you going to India?" I replied I was. *• I 
wonder at you/* said he, ** for if I were ordered 
there I should retire in disgust." I said I was not 
8o independent of my profession as to do so. 

B Z 
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On our joining the ladies, and after coffee, whist 
Vat proposed ; the dandy (dayed well, and marked 
better ; after each deal claiming two by honours, 
which, When dbputed, be said whist was a game of 
correction, and removed them from his score. He 
took snuff in aA elevated manner between the 
deals, and soon emptied a large box, which he 
continued fingering and thumbing so often, that 
the lady of the house could not avoid taking the 
hint, and sent her footman for a fresh supply of 
the luxury ; the servant returned in an hour, and 
said all the shops were closed ; *^ Oh ! then,^ 
sighed this son of a glazier, rubbing his chin in a 
resigned way, <* I dare say I shall survive tiH 
morning.*' 

An officer, who is now no more, had the cha- 
racter of a gambler, he was one of the few whose 
understanding enabled him to venture into every 
fashionable vice without becoming its weak and 
headlong victim ; he had been so successful in all 
his speculations as to have realized a considerable 
sum of money — in camp he won elephants, camels, 
horses, watches, in fact every thing of value that 
was offered ; he played broadly and openly, and 
gave every chance to the loser, yet fortune, against 
all o'dds, constantly favoured him. His charactei 
may be. considered a strange anomaly, did you get 
in his debt, no matter to what extent, he never 
even indirectly asked you for the money — if you 
wanted the loan of cash, his purse strings were 
opened unasked, and sooner than any man's, to 
meet your wants ;— if an officer unfortunately 
happened to get into a scrape, he was the last tm 
desert him. His dress was elegant— J]|is nianners 
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ckeerful — ^his wk Uvelj and ofiginal — bis style of 
singing sentimental women's songs, beguiled the 
most tedious hours ; bis power of fascination with 
the softer sex, was the most astonishing I ever 
lieai d of ; there was no rival more to be dreaded^ 
for as soon as he admired, faiewell to your pros* 
pects ; he never assailed with too much importu* 
iiity, or as if by design, but he laughed and cajoled 
the fair beyond the barriers of i*eserve and innocent 
shyness, which keep aloof the most confident oi 
our sex. With all this wish to seek pleasure and 
' to administer to appetite, did he hear of vn 
acquaintance lying on a bed of fever or death* he 
risked those gratifications, hinging on selfish 
enjoyment, by devoting himself to the service of 
an invalid) soothing his afflictions wiih a softncirs 
almost feminine. 

When I was gasping from the eflFects of heat 
and internal malady, he entered my room with a 
mixed appearance of clieerfulness and sorrow ;~r- 
*•« What's the matter with you," said he, " get up—^ 
my gig is at the door, and I will drive you out ; 
you can never get well in this way — I have brought 
you books to read, and when you have done with 
them you shall have others ;" more to please hiia 
than myself^ and to acknowledge this kindness, 1 
made an effort, and assisted by him, put on mj 
clothes. In our drive he made every thing wef^ 
saw the subject of mirth ; the air, without fatiguing, 
did me good ; day after day he repeated this 
salutary method of restoring me. 1 felt it particu- 
' larly, as this Captain and myself had not previously 
been intimate ; but such are the changes of life 
U)at no man Imipwci who is his reqj friend,, until hf 
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winds up the debtor and creditor account during 
his last days ; so oppositely do men bear them- 
selves to us under different aspects. 

One against whom I had been an evidence on 
a Court of Inquiry, but whose subsequent good 
conduct redeemed a previous lapse, to the gratifi- 
cation of none more than myself, saw me tottering 
out after this severe illness ; having been on dif- 
ferent duties we had not met for years ; our former 
feeling bad subsided ; he whom he thought an 
enemy was now altered ; I put out my hand at 
once, and we have continued friends since — he 
attended me when I did not drive out with the 
Captain, and felt equal to a walk ; he sat with me, 
and told me all his extraordinary Irish stories. 

I feel it a principal part of the object with which 
I write, to hold forth to public view, characters 
whose change of manners and example, prove, 
that we are not to consider that man always an 
enemy, who may have been so only from circum- 
stances, which hurried him forward to do what 
was disagreeable to us ; and when opportunity 
offers, the heart which we thought cold and unkind, 
proves how short sighted man is, by its present 
acts of kindness, and demands double gratitude 
from the injustice we were formerly guilty of, and 
our present obligations. 

One evening I met Mr. Williams, who for some 
years was the principal and most wealthy agent in 
India; he was then a bankrupt, and as his mis- 
fortunes were not occasioned by want of regularity, 
economy, or proper attention to business, a 
favourable opinion was impressed on the minds ot" 
all those who had any pecuniary transactions witlk 
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hir\i, and whose general praise of his probity, is a 
lestiinony of generous confidence on their jiarts, 
and o( honour on his. This merchant (who is 
mentioned in the.Percy Anecdotes) speaks several 
Oriental and European languages fluently. The 
evening 1 called upon him, 1 found him in a 
Mussulman's dress, surrounded by his females, 
eating curry and rice with them ; at other times I 
have met him in the dress and wi^h the manners 
of the most polished and elegant gentleman, at ouif 
mess, ^d at the tables of the highfst civilians. 

At was a very lovely gjrl, who by her 

singing, dancing, and other accomplishments, 
added to an exquisite face and form, with the most 
bewitching grace of n»anner, and movement, set 
all our swains' hearts palpitating. Although she 
was but three parts European, and notwithstand- 
ing the prejudices and alarms of the English resi- 
dent ladies, she was pronounced the reigning 
beauty of India. Captain Saladin, of the Com- 
pany's service, a stern, soldier-like man, became 
deeply enamoured of her, and it was supposed 
the liking was mutual ; but such is the fickleness 
of woman's, or rather human n iture generally^ 
that a Major, who was employed as a tiying diplo- 
matist, caught her notice ; the excitement given 
bj an agjt eable man coming and goin;;^ from the 
presence of an amorons fickle woman, does 
more for him than years of steady courtship, with 
the mosl praiseworthy and honourable intentions. 
Women of this description ought to he conquered 
by being kept in a constant state of uncertainty 
by their admirers. 

The young lady's discarded lover immediately 
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lost bis healtl). I have watched effects and causes 
with many, and 1 have felt how particular events, 
different from what the sanguine have anxiously 
sought for and wished, must operate on tfaem, 
until their suddenly attenuated and breaking ap- 
pearance, tells the mournful truth, that all their 
former heroism and strength of mind could not 
preserve them from a broken heart. I have in 
many cases seen my surmises fatally realized, 
when following the once strong man, whose mind 
could not submit to circumstances, to his last 
place of rest. 

Captain Saladin, when first I knew him, was 
one of the healthiest, and apparently happiest, 
men in our cantonment ; he then seemed wrapt 
up in his profession ; he was daily employed, theo* 
retically or practically, in its duties, until he met 
with this overwhelming disappointment ; then his 
military ardour abated ; his powers of useful con-» 
versation failed ; he appeared a half-lost, bewil- 
dered, suffering being — the conscioiisness of 
talent, and command over others, were with- 
drawn ; he seemed content to be thrown on the 
compassion of those around him, as one in whom 
all energy was suspended — all exertion subdued ; 
who was weak without sickness — imbecile without 
insanity. He died on his voyage to England. 

The beat at , in the year we were there» 

was intense ; the thermometc^r, \\n the coolest 
house, being one hundred and six degrees. I 
shall hereafter mention the difficulty of getting 
over such weather. 1 amused myself observing 
characters. One of my acquaintances, an excel- 
lent fellow, by way of keeping himself cool and 
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composed) on his return from parade of a morn- 
ing, took for his breakfast the ctust of a loaf and 
two tumblers of water, he then walked up and 
down his room two or three times, when he rested, 
and read part of a volume of plays, the only book 
ill his possession, beMdes his Bible, Prayer Book, 
Dundas, the Articles of War, &c. When he had 
finished the volume of plays he began them again. 
I thought how. circulating libraries must.be ruined 
were all readers iso easily satisfied. 



1- 



CANTONMENT DETAILS 

INDIAN HEALTH. 
DRTLL. KILLINO TIME. 



^' Thro^r physic to the dogs." 



' I OCCASIONALLY Spent BD evening with an officer 
whose appearance attracted so much of my no- 
tice before I obtained my Commission. I under- 
Stood from him that there was a house to be dii- 
Eosed of at a reasonable rate, which he proffered 
is services to procure for me. Being anxious to 
save the monthly rent I was then paying, and our 
regiment being likely to continue for some years 

at , I begged of him to do so, and in a day 

or two afterwards the business was adjusted, by 
my paying one hundred and nineteea pagodas, or 
forty- four pcjunds, for a house with ample room 
for one or two people ; it had several out-houses, 
or as they are termed go-downs, and a large range 
of compound.* 

This gentleman had, in common with many of his 
countrymen, a fund of humour, which, when once 
set going, was infinitely amusing ; on hearing him 
tell some anecdote, I was so overcome by mirth- 
ful excitement as to suffer much from a pain in my 
left side, originally brought on, I believe, by the 

♦ Pleasure ground. 
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^^infavonrable -leather i hiid been eKposed ia ob 
Our mamk It geemed aa if an ifBOliBBBe piece of 
lead had been attached tome ; I dropped aearlj 
inscnnibfey asd afterwards with consiamble diffi- 
oiilty ^at over to mr new bouse, where my cnap 
bed was, and lay down. This fit was the forerunner 
of a fererish mtermittent ague, a most distressinf 
complaint anywhere, but more particutarly weak- 
enit^ in a bot country. 

I was attended by a good tempered little man, 
oar first Assistant Surg^eon, who ibrkmately for 
me was then with the regiment. One n^ht' my 
complaint had arrived at such a crisis as to render 
it necessary to call in another medical man, who 
belonged to the Company^s service ; he spoke to 
me in the most soothing manner, took off several, 
of my blankets, and said, although 'my fever was 
then violent it was not likely to terminate 4iitallyi 
and if I wished, he would stay with me and chat 
a little. 

Kindness to people that are ill ought to be the 
principal ingredient attended to by doctora; I 
speak my own feelings ; I am certain medtciiM 
given, without at least the appearance of sympa* 
thy, could never do rne any good ; indeed it were 
better for the iacuUy, n*ithout such agreeable aid, 
to keep away altogether, and leave nature to her* 
if6\fy as the nervous feelings a patient experiences 
while in expectation of a visit from a disagreeabie 
medical man, and the excitement caused by .bis 
appearance, do more harm than good^ Our 8;ir« 
geon was absent from the regiment duriqjf this 
iifaaess, bat on former occasions I bad tbe mii9Fa» 
Ue experience of all I have written^ when att^g^^ 

Vol, II.— C 
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by him ; and perhaps I attributed his manner (it 
is always so disagreeably fresh in my recollection) 
to too many of Us profession. 

Fancy your house detached in a cantonment in 
India, nothing in it or about it to break the mo-« 
notony of a fiery hot day, save the breathings and 
snorings of your black servants^ yourself stretch- 
ed on a rattan cot, in a room with a mat, a table, 
and a couple of chairs, after a night disturbed by 
the barking q( Paria dogs and jackalls, the na- 
tives never trying to destroy them, and the snoring 
of your native boy, breaking your light slumbers 
by his abominable nasal noise. On the table you 
view a basin of cungy or rice water, and a parcel 
of phials ; you have little pleasant to think o^ you 
have often seen men in the same state you are now 
in, many of them your friends, who never rose from 
their beds ; they were attended by the same doc- 
tors, the same prescriptions and nauseous medi- 
cines to swallow, and matty boys similar to your 
own* Amidst these nervous and peculiar feelings 
to invalids in a hot country, you hear the abomina* 
ble noise made by the palanquin boys, which is 
generally iu proportion to the rank and wealth of 
the person they carry, hither him hi, haw, haw, 
&c. &c. At length your door opens, and in comes 
the doctor, a fat, fresh faced, sleek, self-satisfied 
looking personage, with a gravity of countenance 
which you think you can distinguish to be put on 
more from professional policy, and a mind wrapt 
up in money and personal importance, than from 
that benevolent thoughtfulness where solemnity is 
acquired from thinking too intently on the ills frail 
man has to encounter by his original destiny, and 
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by his own folly ; in faet, in him your heairt sayi 
here is no physician of* the mind/ This man 
visits me to enable him to draw his daiVy pay. . 

These reflections may appear unjust, for who 
can tell the heart of man; and how often do we 
misjudge each other from externa) circumstances. 
The countenance of t,he doctor was not qualified 
by his manner, it was abrupt and blunt under any 
circumstances, but it appeared more than usufally 
coarse to a sick and worn down invalid. Ap- 
proaching the bed, the unprefaced inquiry was-— 
« Well, Sir, how are you to-da) ?''—•• Not weH 
doctor.*' « How is that. Sir T— « I did not sleep— 
I have a great thirst with much internal heat of 
body.** — «* A pifece of paper, Sir, and pen and 
ink ;" — A prescription is then written and directed 
to be sent to the Hospital, the doctor has then the 
urbanity to say ' Good morning. Sir," and getting 
into bis palanquin, the boys go ofl, hither him» 
haw, haw, &c- &c, '^ 

Should the doctor's phytic, or good dame 
nature not bring you about in a reasonable time, 
you are on no account to mind these contingencieSi 
but to put on a smiling or a resigned (ace, and say 
you are well^ whether you feel so or not, in order 
that you may be reported fit for duty ; but if yoa 
have any Scotch interest high in authority in the 
regiment, your case may be viewed difierently. 

I was laid up with fever for six weeks, the 
Assistant Surgeon gave me immense quantities of 
bark and port wine, and with youth, and a consti- 
tution little impaired, I got round. During my 
illness most of our officers came to see me. ff one 
were more attentive than the old Quarter Master; 
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wbMi I wfis considered in danger 1 ea/w the teitf 
m bit eje and the quiiF«r on hie lip; we bad 
many eonfidential cbaiM, and I can odiy forget bim 

Witblife. 

The LieDtenaiit Colonel was my neareet Deigb^ 
bour ; during my Ulness, to do him ju8tiee» he wm 
extremely attentife in coming to see eae. The 
Colonel, obeervina the bavtic the fever bad niadc 
in mnOf and not being long accustomed to the 
country, and its invalids, had a peculiar kindnese 
of manner; he said on my getting better he would 
obtain me leave of absence to proret^ to Eng- 
land, to recruit my healdi. Alter a mrv* re striigKlc 
I got out of* my bed, having been in it for six 
Ivecka. 1 wbb so weakened aa to totler from one 
|ide of the room to the other. I am sorrv to say, 
no sooner was my danger over, than I forgot to 
retnrn those daily offerings of thanksgiving, gi afi* 
tudc, and praise to Him who had raised tae up, 
and wbom it had pleast^d to allow so many of my 
eouatrynien, far ironi the soladtig care of their 
felaticms, to be no more seen. But it is ahnosC 
Irke to observe the heart of man is naturally vcla^ 
lila and ungrateful, he prays when in distress and 
dificulty, and when life is threatened; when these 
apprdiensiona pass off, he returns to bis wick» 
aoness and folly ; this is too often the case 
where we have mere kleas of religion, witboni its 
princifries. 

Being anxioua to brtethe the fresb air as soon as 
possible, I ventured out into my compounds I 
saw from it, in a house nearly opposite my gate^ 
the fiurgaott of the regiment, who had been de* 
layad on the, road by ilhsess ; tmeonseiottaly, m 
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the warmth of my feelings, I passed through tfie 
gate, crossed the road,, and put oat my hand to 
greet him on his recoyery from his ilmeiBs, and 
arriral with the regiment ; the next day, although 
as weak as a man may be supposed from a long 
confinement with fcTer and ague, he wrote a note 
to the Assistant Surgeon to put my name out ot 
the sick report. 

We were quartered near the diamond mines of 
Golconda, and many of us lived in hopes that some 
disturbance with the Nizam might have given us 
an opportunity of becoming suddenly rich. It 
was the only chance a subaltern in our service 
has of indemnifying himself fot privation of every 
kind, in a distant and unhealthy climate, without 
these opportunities of acquiring wealth, which 
were open only to the ofScers in the Company^s 
service, who generally get regimental, staff, or 
other situations, shortly after their arrival in the 
country, provided they take pains to make them- 
selves masters of one or two of the Oriental 
languages. I am sure nothing but the most lauda- 
ble wish to perform his duty, and to obey orders, 
could induce any subaltern to go out to India; 
but I trust these are sufficient incitements to enable 
us to encounter any thing. 

Many people talk of the great pay and allow- 
ance a subaltern gets in India. May I ask what 
they are 1 Money is great in proportion to what 
it obtains — then there are the luxuries of an Indian 
Cfe often spoken of. I should be happy to have 
them detailed, that I might let the dear friends I 
Nsft in India know where to obtain them. I mA 
to assert nothing I evsatk prove, or contradict anv 
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ttinf I Miiiiot Mofole. A Mhalleni'0 dbvaiute 
k lii»feeiil paid pwt of India amoanto to ieT«a^ 
fix pagadaa» car two Inmdred and serentjr rupeesi 
ar tharaaboitfa I have to rwiaest the patience of 
mj readera wtiit I go into a M»lor and creditiv 
accoant of a lieutenant's pay ; on one aLde we 
hare momUj^ two handrad nd laveaty rupees ; 
on the other to meet this there arei» ii^wf : 



HouMttent 
HfeadSertant • 
Matty Bojr 

Qrftss Cutter . 

Tawney'^atcb, or sweeping 
iag woman 

9arber • . • .^ 

Wasberman 

European Ser? ant 

Horae's keep, akoeing, 
and muMaulges (pky- 
•ie) .... 



40 Brpugbt up • 
It Messing 

elWine, Beer. Ace. at the 
Mesa* at a reaeonnble 
rate, with any friends 
wiio may dine with 
yon .... 
areakfasting, &c« • 
Brandy, wiite or any pri- 

rare stock 
RegimenUls and White 
clothes, &c. kc* ave- 
rage at . . . 



6 

8 
4 
4 



20 



Ganied up 106 



106 
40 



46 
90 

20 



20 



Total 251 



I will defy an officer, who lives in gentlemanly 
comfort, to curtail any of these items ; he may 
do so by never drinking wjne and dispensing with 
a horse ; but the exhaustion is so great, that wine 
in moderation, is absolutely necessary ; and in hot 
countries unless you. ride out of a morning there 
19 no existing. There are about twenty rupees, 
Qr two pounds a month for pocket money, and 
^is U the great fnilance of the wonderful pav re- 
QCived 'hj the bigliest order of ;subiJtem officers 
in our service in India.^1 dare say some may 



(lira up their omm al tfa« idea of la. mladteiii 
drinlmg VIM iirerj 4agr, as ttteioplii^ to ketp 
up loo great mi appeanoee £wf one in xucb aa 
hurotde line, but I kara alwaya thought lihat Us 
JMaJQSi^ never could intend our pay to be appnv 
furtated in any other way, than ought condiiee to 
the reepeetabaity of our regiments, in keqiing 
up UMUt gentlemaialy ayatem whieli, I trust, we are 
accustomed to at ibe tables of our private homes, 
and in promoting a due degree of oordiaiity, iiy 
having some small excuse £or ooiidnuing a reason* 
able time after dinner at the niess-table, to be edi^ 
fied and improved by die conversation of the 
senior officers. 

And what are the domestic comforts of a sub- 
altern ; the method of getting through a day in 
India is very monotonoush^at half past fouro'cloefc 
the gun fires, your servant comes to your cot, and 
calls '*Sir, sir, gun fire, time sir, master go parade 
this morning." You rise often in a hurry, fearing 
you have overslept yourself, and that you may foe 
too late for parade, and get •« wi|r;^ed** by the Major 
for not coming in time to inspect your company 
on the private parade. After you have dressed 
there is another difficulty to be got over — your 
horse-keeper is out of the way, and the matty boy 
runs about the compound.crying^^cudra cudda 
(in a cudra doria chelra chigerrum, or horse** 
keeper, master tell saddle horse too much quick," 
to no effect ; at last the horse is ready, and after 
a smart ride you find you are luckily in time for 
•arade. You meet your brother officers at the 
barradk gate, and are just commencing a detail of 
Mm ittsery endured dinl|g the night, from mns* 
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quitof and heat, when a second bogle summom 
you to the inspection. The company and officers 
fiill in on the general parade, you are marched oat 
to drill, and are either put through some manoeup 
vres, or directed to stand at ease, order, and 
shoulder arms, and square pikes, until your 
patience, assisted by the morning heat, is com- 
pletely worn out ; the probationary oourse all 
officers were necessarily obliged to undergo, to 
thoroughly understand the new system of tactics 
lately introduced, made many in their splenetic 
moments regret having yielded their hearts to 
"the pomp and circumstance of war.'\ 

Officers, without distinction as to rank or ap* 
pearance, are placed in a line. I am sure I have 
often thought that a mimic and observer of manners 
would have here abundant food for contemplation. 
Men of forty and upwards, were obliged to put 
themselves in attitudes, and to perform motions 
which were quite at variance with their notions of 
dignified action and propriety ; and with the pli- 
ability, or rather stiffness, of their joints. The 
cautions are — gentlemen, little fingers touchbg' 
the seams of your trousers — thumbs turned out-^ 
knees bent, and step off together, at the word 
double quick — ^there is no end to the gaining 
ground, by the word forward and the practice o( 
the goose-step, shuffling up and running, until you 
are almost breathless, and this, perhaps, often 
after a sleepless night,' when your relaxed frame 
can very well dispense with such violent exercise. 
At last the friendly bugle sounds — ^tbe officlsrs join 
their companies and are re-marched to the baor^ 
racks ; you return to Jftor lonely home about 
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ei^bt o^dock, aud then ^ man su&ts (mm tbe 
babits oiduffiay and uUeness which ba laay haive 
contracted m England. 

There are bere no pretty aulliners to louage 
with ; no bazaars to go into, and purcbaae trifles ; 
no ahops to get soda water ; no public billiard ta» 
bias, to play and bet at ; no-^you nuat cootrtve 
other methods of spending the time ; if you cannot 
drawy or play on some instrument, you should try 
to study a native language ; this you are not en- 
couraged to, from there being no reward of any 
kind held out to you, but it is a resource, and bet- 
ter than being idle. 

The weather troni its excessive heat preveBlB 
any diligent reading, even the most amusing book 
fails to interest, durii^^ the hot winds. Some men, 
I have known, find employment in washing, shav^ 
ing, and dressing themselves ; everlastmglycouttt* 
ing over ttieir sto< k of clothes and folding them 
carefully. Others are gratified in calculating their 
aavuAga, with its interest at a house of agency ; 
others in going out in t^ieir handies vimting, during 
the extreme heat of the day ; some in preparation 
br constant ti&n parties ; bul never did I observe 
9Mch Strenuous ezertiona umifs to get over a day 
aa jn India. 

Many in Ibe absence of aU resource and pur* 
wit, drink brandy and waler^ lie down on thek 
hads> and go to sleep^ 1 have often heard young 
nen say, they did not know what to do with thorn* 
selves. 

Some regiments dine at half past two qr lliree. 
If jOtt walk or ride to the naess house, on ^mwiag 
(lier% perhaps you d» n^t meat more than -eight or 
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ten officers, and all of them so languid and done 
op, as to avoid all conversation, until their ipinta 
are somewhat restored b^ a glass of wine. Tbere 
are some newspapers on a side table, almanacks^ 
a Company^s Ibt of Roads, and an English Armj 
List ; all ot which are taken up, and put down 
again ;— watches are referred to, and the time for 
the dishes making their appearance anxiously look- 
ed for. At length the mess butler announces that 
** dinner is on the table, sir." On sitting down, 
you observe no hearty unreflecting eating, every 
person seems to study and analyze his food ; one 
takes some vegetables and the livers of fowls ; 
another seeks about the table for kidneys and 
pope's eyes ; another takes merely soup, rice, and 
a little pepper, with some biscuit and cheese ; an- 
other has that morning heard of a person dying of 
cholera, which it is supposed was brought on by 
low living, asks bis friends with great despatch, 
most graciously to take wine ; and another who 
has heard of a person who went off from excess, 
studiously abstaining fropi all exciting beverages, 
and drinks, or rather sips the pure element, with 
a look of wisdom and temperate superiority quite 
provoking. After the cloth is removed, the only 
real enjoyment of the dinner meeting is expe- 
rienced ; the pints of wine, which the officers con- 
fine themselves too, unless in Monsoon or wet 
weather, or on some particular occasion, circulate, 
and those officers who make it their study how 
fhey are to be most agreeable are drawn out. 

I have in my mind's eye one who was the ad- 
Duration of every society, whose innate modesty 
otAjff prevented lum from attaining a much supe- 
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nor rank to what be held with us ; \m person and 
deftortmei^t were noble ; it seemed as if the ancient 
and lofty spmt of ohiraby bad migrated to him} 
with the exact proportion and appearance of its 
most celebrated knights ; he dignified himself by 
trying to give dignity to others ; his attentions to 
the bumble upheld and restored them to the esteem 
and respect of the giddy and the gossip. Were 
you under the influeno^-of any cloud, you were 
selected for the whole display of the most marked 
and gratifying attention, which a young military 
man could receive from a superior ; were you 
faulty and bliamed with reascm — ^in his closet, over 
a cup of coffee, or smoking in his company, a 
friendly cigar, was your impropriety pointed out,, 
and your remedy advised ; but was your under* 
standing strong, and your moral habits evil, and 
did you try to mislead others, no rank; no circum- 
stances, could make you noticed by a man, with- 
out whose esteem and friendship, all others were 
insipid and cheerless. 

In the hottest season, during the raging of the 
cholera, under very trying and disagreeable cir- 
cumstances, no complaint was heard from the Co- 
lonel ; his delight was in setting a good example 
and preserving harmony in his regiment. On an 
evening, in going into his compound, be was gene- 
rally found with a child in his arms, and a handful 
of corn distributing to his poultry ; he overlooked 
no pursuit, and made as much of nature in every 
ilray as he did of his fellow men. He understood 
and practised his professional duties well, and 
never was he known to hurt the feelings of an offi- 
cer, in the most conscientious and strict perform- 



SB oMWimtffV 

anee 6f them ; lie did every tbng to fnekelib offi- 
een appear of conseqaenee and ifflpoitasee to 
the soMiers, kaowing that by t\m policy mtldh ir- 
fifgularity was prerented, aad trouble aaved. 

After meBB is over, the officers g^raDy ride 
oat ; sone do not like taking exercise after dinner. 
On yoar return, about seven, you go to yomr soli* 
tary bouse ; here tbere is no kind mother to re* 
ceive you^— no sisters to smile on you— 4io wife to 
love you. Tou call for your glass of brandj and 
water, and your boot-jack ; you sit a little outside 
the bouse to recover from the exhaustion caused by 
the ride, and, at length, having nothing to do» you 
go to bed. Day after day succeeds in this way ; 
some, indeed, go among their friends, smoke and 
drink brandy and water, and sup ; but the early 
hour of rising, is a wholesome restraint on a too 
great indulgence of this nature. 

While at - ■ a corporal died. On the day of 
his death a letter arrived from England, saying 
that he was heir at law to three hundred pounds a 
year ; the information was given to him only an 
hour before his death. 

Our Assistant Surgeon's lady went off suddenly ; 
I frequently remarked her being very melancholy, 
and her repeating Moore's song, 

** I hare a silent sorrow kere." 

A melancholy or grief which cannot be found 
out, frequently proves fatal, without any bodily 
ailment, to the Europeans in India. 

Each Monday morning there was a public break- 
out given by the British Resident at the Nyzam's 
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Cpurty most of the oflBicers in the cantonment at- 
tended ; the officers tpok this opportunity of pay- 
ing their respects. The .distance being too consi- 
derably not to require some refreshment, every 
thing that could tempt the. most luxurious appetite 
was provided-^fine bread, butter, jams, jellies^ 
strawberries, peaches, grapes, pine-apples, &c. 
&c. Some ot the very young officers, I think I 
may say without much scandal, had other motives 
besides those of etiquette, in being uniformly punc- 
tual in paying their respects to the Resident on a 
Monday morning. 

On riding from the Residency one day, a Lieu- 
tenant of ours, a fine young man, and extremely 
popular in the regiment, got on rather faster than 
the rest of the party; some spurred their horses to 
keep up with him, which excited the speed of the 
A.rab he rode. While galloping, the Ijieutenanfs 
head came in contact wittv«a large bough, which 
projected into the road, and occasioned a concus- 
sion on the brain, of which he died in a few hours. 

We made occasional parties, owing to the kind- 
ness of the Resident, to go into the city of — ^— ; on 
these occasions we were obliged to get on elephants, 
which is not so very unpleasant a conveyance as 
people may imagine. The elephant kneels down 
gently to admit of your getting on his back. There 
is a comfortable howdah, with seats similar to those 
in a barouche, to sit in. On the party being com- 
fortably accommodated, the driver speaks to the 
elephant, and it rises up majestically, and moves 
off with a stately, and by no means unpleasant mo^ 
tion. 

Vol. II.— D 
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The action of the camel is so disagreeable, from 
its jolting, as to kill the Hurkara men in two years, 
should they continue in the employment of carry- 
ing despatches, &c. The general method of car- 
riage, for die better order of natives, on a journey, 
is a plain palanquin carriage, drawn by bullocla, 
or a DullocK bandy, of a very peculiar construction, 
drawn generally by a pair of vevj large bullocks, 
who proceed at a good trot The Inindy is of a 
circular form, with a canopy, round this there ane 
rods, on which curtains are suspended, to be closed 
or opened at pleasure. We not unfrequently met 
rich natives, with large suites; the principal .people 
riding on elephants, the domestics on ^ species of 
small country horse, called taltoo. It would be im- 
possible to venture into the city of—— without be- 
ing on an elephant, and guarded ; the natives having 
such an utter jealousy of us ; even in this way they 
hoot and make use ot terms calculated to put us out 
of temper, did we attend to them. This city is of 
an immense size, but there is little beauty about it, 
most of its dwellings being surrounded with walls, 
which prevent your seeing what is going on inside; 
and perhaps it is as well that you are spared a view, 
whicn an iBuropean must hold in g^eat abhorrence^ 
I am told their habits of luxury and vile indulgence 
of every kind, are carried to such a shameful ex* 
cess, as to make it not uncommon to see the most 
disgusting sights in the open streets. 

The Mosques are fine old buildings, of a style of 
architecture quite unique, but uncommonly grand 
and beautiful in their way. Their tombs are spa* 
cious, and preserved with much carefulness by the 
relations of the deceased. A complaint was once 
made against some officers for a profanation of the 
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tombs at the diamond mines, by eating ham near 
them. The yery mention of pigVflesh to a moor- 
man is an insult. The palace and seraglio are very 
extensive; I was informed the latter contained the 
Nyzam*s jfemales, consisting of hundreds of all co- 
lours and castes. As a guard to the seraglio, there 
is a regiment of household troops of a peculiar de- 
scription ; about eight hundred fine, tall young wo- 
men, under the superintendance of the eunuchs ; 
they are on constant duty, and wear the cap; jacket, 
cross belts, and matchlock or muskets, witn a petti- 
coat, which* if it were plaid, would not be much 
unlike our highland military costume. Many in- 
conveniences arise, and neglect of duty occur, from 
die unchaste habits of these soldiers. When I was 
there the Drum-Major of the corps, and the Ser- 
geant-Mw)r were ftar advanced in pregnancv, 

The officer who commanded the station belonged 
to the Company's service, he wtis frequently present 
when our regiment went out for their private drill; 
he had been in a high staff situation for some time, 
and he was considered a clever man and a zealous 
<^cer, but too minute and fidgety ; and it was said 
he pried into many little regimental afiairs which it 
would have been as well not to have meddled with. 
When present at a private drill one morning, he 
tailed out in terms of much disapprobation, to ask 
ihe reason why a soldier did not oring his thumb in 
firont of the butt of his firelock, the man promptly 
Md respectfully gave his reason for not doing so ; — 
••Please your honour, I lost my thumb at Water- 
loo,** accompanybg the words hj slapping the sling 
^ Ms musket. 
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DEPARTURE FOR THE COAST, 



ArTER a long confinement, it ia necessary^ ef- 
fectually to restore your health, that you should re- 
turn to England; the conHtitution suffering in a 
two-fold degree in a warm climate* from the disease, 
and the means taken to eradicate it. Sick certifi- 
cates are almost intpossible to be obtained unlesb 
there is some expectation of your living, i state 
what came within my observation, I hope others^ 
may have' reason to be of a dififerent opmion. l' 
vnrote to the Commander in Chief, to whom. I. 
brduffht out a letter of introduction, to know if I 
could obUtin a particular coocintiand to England* 
which would enable me to go hcfme free of ex- 
pense ; 1 received a very' encouraging answer, sajr^ 
ing that my wishes would be considered at a fa» 
vourable opportunity. 

I made my arrangements to leave the regioaeot j 
by selling mv house, in which I had livdl nine ' 
months; I sold it fortwo pounds less than theoii- ] 
ginal sum it had cost me, whksh was a much better J 
speculation than renting a house at four pounds.!; J 
month, whkh I must have done bad 1 not por* 1 
chased one.-T-Ju8t as I bad sailed aU my arairt« { 
and was ready to be off, I was prevented from goiMi • : 
by the application of an officer then on his t^. 
This detamed me for three months, and after all I < 

i 
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Was not called on. A young officer who had a 
house to himself, offered nie part of it, nvhich pre- 
vented my being obliged to pitch my tent. 

The trial to which I was summoned as an evi> 
dence had originated in some intemperate language, 
made use of by a young officer respecting another, 
much his senior; he applied some terms to him, that 
were repeated to the party suoken of, who de- 
manded a Court Martial on nis defamer, which 
was granted. The prisoner wished to justify the 
expressions he had made use of, as being grounded 
on what he and others had witnessed, and as I had 
the misfortune to be an unwilling spectator of a 
disagreeable scene and conversation, he called on 
me as ai) evidence. The business he alluded to 
had been sifted by a Court of Inquiry, and its pro- 
ceedings sent into Head Quarters, but no steps had 
been taken, on the written investigation of the mat- 
ter ; it was therefore not competent for any one to 
bring forward, or allude to that which had not 
been acted on by those in authority. I had a most 
tedious attendance on the Court Martial, and at the 
end of three months, it having been frequently ad- 
journed, I was told my evidence was not required, 
and I then made all possible haste to proceed to the 
coast. 

The wing of the regiment had just returned 
from an expedition at which the\ had been sig- 
vally successful. They passed through our can* 
tonment, and I thought this a most excellent op* 
portunity of marching in pleasant company ; bad 
they not been nroceeding at this time I must have 
gone by myself. We commenced our march at a 
very hot season) but the novelty of travelling in a 

D3 
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palanquiiii and the very afreeable society of the 
officers of the regiraent, made the journey seem quite 
like a party of pleasure. The regiments marched 
at the usual early hour ; I brought no tent with me, 
but was accommodated, at night, in a tent of some 
iriend or other, and as I slept in a palanquin, I 
was taken up early in the morning, without my 
being aware of it, and did not awake until i was 
a considerable way on my journey. Sometimes I 
waited until the regiment came up, and then rode 
one of their horses, exchanging with anv person 
who wished to take a nap in my palanqum. We 
generally arrived about eight o'clock at our 
ground, when we washed and dressed, and pro-> 
cet ded to breakfast. 

On crossing the Kistna, a lai^^e and rapid river, 
we had Bungt^lows, or good houses, for travellers, 
containing two or three rooms. We played 
cricket every third or halting day, and rode out 
each evening. On arriving at the sea coast, 
we procured, an abundance of turtle. 1 haye 
seen it put on the table roast, boiled, stewed, and 
curried. We also got quantities of oysters ; 
each day we took it in turns to give a curry about 
twelve, with a glass of brandy and water, and we 
generally played a rubber of whist, but did not 
gamble ; m this manner, and with the greatest 
good feeling subsbting between all of us, we got 
comfortably over a march of four hundred miles 
in six weeks. 

The only circumstance that occurred on the 
march worthy of notice, was the death of a very 
jfine elephant ; I was present when it died, its last 
breath was given up with a kind of gentle sigh ; 
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it did not make the least noise, althon^ labouring 
under much pain during its illness. We lost some 
soldiers who had been bitten bj a little dog 
belonging to one of the officers. One jpoor man 
who received a bite, was not taken ill for nearly 
six weeks afterwards ; he was then observed to be 
melancholy, and to choose on all occasions to get 
away from his comrades, to mmble about by him- 
self; when dying, he sent for ihs officer who 
owned the dog, and requested he would not make 
himself uneasy at his death ; it being quite bis 
owh fault that he was bitten, having ratber pro* 
yoked the dog, and that the moment it was known 
to be mad it was destroyed. Several had also 
been bitten, all of whom died except one person, 
who was in a most dreadful state of mmd, on 
seeing so many fall victims to the bites they had 
received; he thought, naturally enough, that it 
would go hard with him. I have frequently 
known him to quit the mess tent, and repair to his 
own ; and have with others observed him walking 
backwards and forwards in it, apparently in the 
greatest misery. He^was advised to get the part 
bitten cut out, which he did, and no symptoms of 
hydrophobia appeared in him. I preceded the 
detachment, ana on getting within a few marches 
of the coast, I travelled about fifty miles a day. 

The Commandant at ' was a most agree- 

able companion ; after transacting his business, 
for which he had his hours, he invited all those he 
liked to come over and play at billiards, and some- 
times at whist. I had not played much since I 
left the ship I came out iti : but having Kttle or no 
duty to occupy mc ^t this station, and being dc- 
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tained for some time before the ships were ready 
to sail, I entered with too much spirit into the 
whist and billiard parties — as usual I lost. 

On my arrival at this station, there were a va- 
riety of officers, some under orders, after disem- 
barking, to proceed to their various regiments. 
Some, expecting like myself, the arrival of the 
ship from Bengal, to return to England, and others 
on leave. The society 1 principally mixed with 
were first, a Major of ours, procee^g home on 
half-pay. I have already made mention of him, 

when at dining in his company at the Com* 

mander in Chief's ; he sometimes formed one of^ 
our whist parties, but he had so little knowledge 
of the game, that he always lost ; and accordingly 
his play was a fertile source of discontent to his 
partner ; he used, however, to afford us consider^ 
able amusement. If he was at a loss to finesse, 
namely, having ace and queen, or king and knave, 
in his hand, be did not scruple, in a jocose way, 
to look into the hand of his adversary, to the left, 
for information as to which card he ought to play, 
and on losing the rubber he used to allege he was 
only joking vfhen he said he played for money. 

He was very anxious to be well and fashionably 
dressed, on getting to London, but having been a 
long time out of England, his taste in this way was 
not the most judicious. He purchased some ex- 
tremely cheap pepper and salt cloth, which he got 
made up into what he considered a killing morning 
frock. I saw him try it on after its arrival from the 
tailor's : it struck me to be any thing but becommg, 
as its length was unwarrantable ; the buttons which 
should have appeared to advantage at the back, 
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made him seem a very, extravagant old gentleman ; 
to make an attempt at a pun, or a man of great 
waste ; the battons appearing nearly on bis hips. 
The Major turned round, and requested to knovr 
our opinion ; he said he thought he might rival 
Brummel in Bond Street, his coat gave him suoh 
a toWnish air ; he then bent forward, and tried to '■ 
give himself some youthful airs, by holding up a 
quizzing glass, bending his head and shoulders 
forward, strutted about the room, saying, *^ nidd j 
noddy, d-^n your body, what do }0U think of 
that." 

Atiother of our company was a Mr. Meritmi, 
whose regiment was then going home; he had ap* 
plied' for an exchange into a reginient remaining 
in India; he was a merry and entertaining com- 
panion ; and although only a Lieutenant, and up^ 
wards of fifty, turned his own and every body elseV 
misf6rtunes int6 subjects for fun and mirth. But 
with this apparent thoughtlessness, he was a kind 
father, remaining in India to provide for some 
children, although be disliked the country^ Ins 
heakh "being bad ; he lost his life owing to this pa» 
rental consideration. 

Oatftttait society, pethaps I oug^t not to men- 
tion ; bnt I am sure many allowances will be made 
f6r yoimg officers occa«onatly mixing wttfa a se- 
condafy class of females,' vi^ben* we are debarred 
by circiimstances, from being in the company of 
Ae best part of the delightful sex; Toung Euro- 
pean, half caste, and country born women, under 
the protection of sonre of the officers^ we met 
at' evening psrrties occasionally ; but t must do 
them the justice to remark, that I neirer observed 
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any improper conduct or conversation amOn^ 
them. There were some Pondicherry, and two 
very lovely European young women, natives of 
Brussels ; we had often dances and songs among 
them. 

Major Whisker at length embarked, he went 
round by China, and owing to his having gone by 
this circuitous route, they reporteci bim dead in 
the Army List. On his arrival m England it was 
with infinite trouble he could get restored to life* 

I had played so much at whist, and so. unsuc- 
cessfully, and indeed almost against my will, that 
I determined to give up all kinds of gambling, and 
to read or to make some effiirt to improve myself. 
The morning atter making this resolution, which 
I might have broken, had I the necessary tempta- 
tion to do so, living as i did by myself, 1 was agree* 
ably strengthened in it by the arrival of a most 
steady, useful, and amiable ofiBcer of our regiment; 
who had just arrived and was going to England in 
the same conmiand as myself. He read me a lec« 
ture about my folly in gambling, and pointed out 
to me the great necessity of hoarding all the ru- 
pees I possibly could, to enable me to livi during 
my stay in England, where it is so difficult to get 
money ; be proposed that we should reside to- 
gether — to whic.n 1 most willingly consented. 1 
found him a host in himself; there was an endless 
variety of humour, anecdote, and iniormatkin in 
bis conversation, blended with habits the most 
perseveringly useful— -no one could be more atten-- 
tive to order in every thing. 

I declare he was one of the best house-keepers 
and managers I ever met with ; imd be was ad- 
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mirably skilfal in detecting the nativea in their 
attempts at imposition ; he used to astomsh and 
disconcert them so much by his cross questioning, 
and his mimicing, that if a person had made a vow 
against laughing, he vrould break it on observing the 
droll scenes between him and the Ram Sammies. 
He once affected to be a young lad just arrived, 
or what is termed a griffin, and could play the cha^ 
racter as well from appearance as ability, as he 
bad not in the least lost his excellent English co- 
lour, although he had been nearly sixteen years in 
India ; in fact, when in England at the Depot, he 
looked so well that he was termed the decoy duck, 
many young men on seeing him being quite iniove 
with India. 

A native hawker came to his quarters with seve- 
ral bales of goods, shirting, &c. and under the 
delusion of his being a griffin, endeavoured to take 
him in ; for a long time be appeared to be quite 
unacquainted with the prices of the different arti* 
cles, and pretended to buy many, without abating 
the least ; although, in general, if the hawkers get 
a fourth of what they ask, they are satisfied. 

The hawker assured the griffin, as he thought, 
^< this too much fine nankeen stufi^ sar, make vera 
fine trousers for master go parade — vera little 
price what I ask. What, sir, gentleman know me 
long time, he got gingham for shirt too cheap ; 
sometime I let master buy." When the hawker 
expected him to pull out his purse and pay about 
a hundred per cent, profit for every thing, he was 
disagreeably surprised by the supposed griffin 
changing his smiling countenance and manner, 
teUing him that he had been fifteen years in the 
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conntry^ was up to all the chicanery of the hawkers^ 
and tbftt he would send him to the cutawal^'s 
choultry for attempting to take in the newly joined 
Cadets. 

I had great reason to be particularly thankful 
to the Captain^ for his attention to me during a 
long illness. 1 found my spirits getting low, but 
could not complain of any bodily pain ; my appe- 
tite failed roe, and anything I did appeared to 
afford me little or no interest. I could not help 
thinking of the very great uncertainty of life in 
India, with the numerous efforts we took to shorten 
it, and to make each other miserable by unkind 
acts and trifling annoyances. 

These reflections might have been caused by 
the untimely death of a friend, a Lieutenant in 
a king's regiment ; a general favourite, and quite 
a popular and leading man, who in all difficult 
questions was referred to. He was in all the regi- 
mental committees, and on large dinners being 
given by the officers, he had the principal manage- 
ment of them, from his acknpwledged good taste ; 
he was also the principal officer at a masonic lodge, 
and used, perhaps, from ail this notice, although a 
sensible man, think he was not so liable to error 
and stumbling blocks as his neighbours. He 
afiected to laugh at the way Europeans confined 
themselves during the day ; he occasionally went 
out shooting in its extreme heat ; this he might 
do twice or thrice, but it is a most dangerous 
practice. 

He one morning informed me he was about to 
set off for Wallagabad, where he said he thought 
he might get good shooting. I begged of him not 
to do so, and explained that I had been rather 
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longer in India than he had, and had known several 
officers who ruined their constitutions and lost 
their lives by indulging their love of sport at all 
seasons. He replied in an indifferent way, he 
would take his chance, for go he would. 

The following evening, when sitting with the 
Commandant, his little child came in, and said a 
gentleman wished to see him ; conceiving it must 
be a stranger, he directed the child to ask him to 
come in ; however, after waiting some time, we 
both stepped out, and, as we approached the gate, 
observed a man hobbling with difficulty towards 
the house; he appeared, when breathing, to labour 
much from spasms, owing to a pain in his shoulder 
— ^he was thin and emaciated. The Commandant 
asked him who he was. " I am — ," said the 
gentleman, " but I am so altered by a sudden dis- 
ease, that 1 do not wonder at your not knowing 
me.'* He went out shooting the day before, one 
of the stoutest and most healthy young men I ever 
beheld, and returned the next day a most miserable 
object. He died in a day or two. It has frequently 
happened, that a man you may have dined, or 
even supped in company with the previous evening, 
if you miss him the next, and inquire where he is, 
you are told he has died during the night. 

. On the Coast there was a young medical officer, 
who was the first to succeed in recovering a patient 
from the worst description of spasmodic cholera. 
At a dinner given to him, many of his professional 
brethren were inquiring about his method of cure ; 
they sat up, 1 think, till nearly twelve o'clock. 
When the servant went to call him, he firas found 
to have died in the night. 
Vol. IL— E 
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These sudden deaths, without the patience and 
mignation which only trae religion can give, 
aanse a great distaste to life and its pleasures, to 
those who build all their happiness on the indul- 
gence of their passions. Some try to drown these 
moogfats by intemperance, but nothing can com- 
finrtably quell them but a religious feeling, which 
the lives young military men lead are often at 
variance with. When in trouble, and without 
occupation, thoughts of happier days often press 
heavy on the recollection. 

While 1 was here, a man died in the hospital ; 
the body was removed to the dead-house, previous 
to interment, and the coffin of the deceased 
prepared and left outside the door, with the lid on 
it-— the hospital Sergeant had stepped put. On the 
arrival of the funeral party, some of the men, on 
seeing the coffin, concluding the body was in it, 
had it nailed down, and put on the shoulders of 
four of the party ; it was remarked how much the 
poor fellow whom they were carrying, must have 
been reduced during his illness. On arriving at 
the church-yard the clergyman performed the 
ceremony — the coffin was deposited, and the grave 
closed. 

Shortly afterwards it was observed by those in 
the inner fort, that there was a very offensive smell 
—no one could account for the cause, until 
another body was brought to the dead-house, when 
the intended occupant of the empty coffin was dis- 
covered, in a state of complete putrefaction ; the 
coffin was forthwith taken up, the body placed in 
h, and then conveyed to the buriaf-ground. 
This circumstance caused much correspmidcDce 
imonff the heads of departmepts. 
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M J 31iiei8 at length becanoe sa miovp, ai to> * < 
induce the doctor of the station, who gate ne Ktte 
of his attendance, to send me a sick certificate to> 
the coast I had a contraction, at finti in my kft 
knee, which by rubbing with a limmaiit I got rid 
of. The pain, however, settled in the other ; the 
ointment sent me being bad, was of no senrk^ avd 
I continued to get worse daily ; suffering the most 
excruciating pain in my knee joint, which cauaedsi 
contraction, and it was so much swelled that I 
could not bend my leg. 

I came down to Madras, and as St. Thamo, the 
place where sick officers are generally sent was 
▼ery dull, all who had been there having emoimed, 
a friend procured me a room in the barracks of 
Fort St. Oeorge, where 1 was visited for^ three 
months by the doctor wiiu attended the St. Thamo 
patients ; one of the cleverest men I have met with 
in the medical profession. He tried every prac* 
ticable method to cure me-«blistering, leeches, and 
warm salt water; all these methods failings he gave 
me mercury. I suflfered such excessive pain that 
it frequently prevented my sleeping till within an 
hour or two of morning, tor nearly three months. 

I could not all this time procure a sick certificate, 
although my medical attendant said he would join 
in ^ving me one, could I obtain the doctoi^s asaent. 
Ill as 1 was, I got into a palanquin, for the purpose 
of showing the state of nealth I was in, and o}y 
taining a sick certificate from the Surgeon of 
Voonamallt-e. 

Doctor Crude received me with a grin, and said, 
although my knee was swelled to a considerable 
dee, and much contracted, <* ob ! there is nothing 
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the matter with you, — you are much better in this - 
country^ than in England." I retired from thil 
kind and feeling practitioner's presence in disgust^ 
and made my way back to Madras. I was deter- 
mined I would not, could I avoid it, be the victim 
of injustice ; and the following day I ptt on all my 
military appointments, got a crutch, and hobbled, 
with much difficulty, to the Deputy Adjutant 
General's office. 

The Honourable Colonel appeared 

quite struck with my emaciated and sickly ap- 
pearance, and the plight in which my leg was. I 
asked him if the Commander in Chief would be 
so goo(i as to give me the command of the inva- 
lids, " time expired men," the first opportunity, as 
the medical officers had declined granting me a 
sick certificate, although I bad been confined to 
my bed with a severe chronic rheumatic affection 
in my knee, for upwards of three months. 

The Colonel said be had never seen any one' 
whose appearance warranted it with greater pro- 
priety than mine, and added, yon ought to get one. 
He wrote to me two or three notes to this effect, 
and said, if I failed in doing so, the Commander 
in Chief would permit my proceeding to England 
in a few weeks. 

The mercury, at length, began to take effect, 
after every thing else had failed, and I gradually 
could bend my knee ; I then put my foot to the 
ground, and limped through the verandah. 1 met 
with the greatest kindness from the officers of the 
regiment ; when 1 got better they invited me to 
little evening parties. They had pleasant regi- 
mental meetings twice a week, played whist and 
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chess, and partook of refresbments inmoderatioD> 
Inreaking up at half-past ten o'clock. 

The first day I recovered my appetite on leaving 
my sick room, was on observing a Scotch officer 
eating a mutton chop and an onion, which he did 
with such gout, that I begged the favour of one 
also, and sat down to it with an appetite, that from 
its voraciousness, after the mercury, quite astoniab- 
ed my Highland friend ; from that day my health 
began to improve. 
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HOMEWARD VOYAGE. 



*< Hf re w« go for merry Ea^tti.^ 




The ships gradually came down from Bengal, 
and when sitting at the mess of the regiment, the 
vessels arrived that were to take home the invalids. 
1 had now a most agreeable prospect before me, 
and one such as 1 had before often envied ro; 
friends for possessing. Few who have not ex- 
perienced it, can conceive the way in which the 
feelings of our friends soften towards us, whea 
about to leave their society for an indefinite pe- 
riod. One on the eve of embarking is a petrsoa 
of great interest previous to his departure for old 
England. 

All my military friends (for who are capable oi 
more polished and gratifying attention than the 
ofiBcers in the army) did everything that was kind 
and polite to make my few remaining days on 
shore agreeable. At length a sudden order ar» 
rived at the King's Depot, for the troops to em- 
bark — fifty men under a Captain, and fifty under 
myself in a different vessel. I got my things 
hastily packed up — drew my six months' pay ifi 
advance, and some money Lhad in a house of 
agency, for which I obtained bills payable in EDJ^' 
lancL The house of agency failed one week 
after J had drawn my cash out. 
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The morning we were ordered to embark I rose 
at four o'clock, and was ready to superintend the 
embarkation. On arriving at the beach there 
came a number of staff Sergeants and the King's 
Depot Adjutant, to assist me in gettipg the men on 
board. Many of the invalids, from the length of 
time they bad been in the country, had contracted 
the most intemperate habits, and h^d gone, at (he 
risk of losing their passages to iheir native land, 
in quest of a spirit called arrack ; others loitered 
in takiiig leave of their native families. 

The affection manifested by black women on 
these occasions is extremely interesting; they 
give way to the strong natural impulse of the heart, 
on separating from those whose interests have been 
theirs, and whose persons and manners are so 
familiar to them ; they knew of no reason why 
their grief should be not uncontrolled ; surrounded 
as they were by the fruits of their intercourse with 
our soldiers, little half-caste children ; most simply 
and affectedly saying, in broken English, << oh ! 
what I poor woman do now — ^you go Europe, 
never see your face again. What for leave me 
and all the tombys (children) 1 I plenty time think 
of you.'' 

The children, when of a certain age, get into 
schools; the boys, when. they grow up, are taken 
into some of the native battaUons, as non-com- 
missioned officers; others become clerks and 
tradesmen. The girls are also provided for, and 
on a proper application from a soldier, be is per- 
mitted to obtain one of them for .a wife, provided^ 
tS course, the young woman has no objection. 

After a great dc^l of fatigue on the morning of 
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embarkation, I got my men on board; The 
delight 1 experienced at the near prospect of quit- 
ting India, made me feel equal to any iiatigue. 
One of my old Sergeants could not help saying, 
when stepping on board the Indiaman, on recol- 
lecting the many nen of his regitaent, whom he 
knew had died in the country, *^ well^— thank 
God ! we have at last got out of the land of 
graves." 

On getting on board I was shown to the cabin, 
which I understood was to be mine for tbe voyage. 
It was, I think, ten ieet m length, and twelve in 
breadth. I brought a table, chairs, sofa, and 
carpet, with some books and a flute, as in this 
cabin I was to spend, perhaps, the greater part of 
five months. 

The Captain of the Indiaman, who was on 
shore when I arrived, came on board ; he asked 
me if I would allow him to put a sick officer up 
with me, which, as I had no acquaintance with 
the gentleman, and there were many other op- 
portunities for his getting home, I declined doing. , 
I inquired of the Surgeon of the ship what ne* 
cessafies were put on board for the invalids ; he 
informed me only sago and port wine. There 
appeared to be no proper provision made for the 
sick, w:ho require the most nourishing diet, soups^ 
&c. ; but of this more hereafter. Portable soup, 
and other suitable requisites, I believe, are now 
provided. 

We sailed on the 16th of January, 18—, firom 
Madras. We were much crowded on board ; the 
Captain having the character of keeping a most 
excellent table, influenced many to try to obtain 
with him a passage to England. 
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The companions I was shut up with for five 
montfast consisted of a Bengal Civilian, who had 
been thirty-seven years in £he service. I never 
savv a more complete figure of an old Indian ; he 
was thin, nervous, and bilious; of most reserved 
manners, and seemed anxious to preserve his health, 
by regular living, good wine, and exercise. He 
brought a quantity of most excellent Madeira on 
board, which the sailors got at and tippled to a 
great excess, for which they were flogged. Mr. 
Tropic had a flat board in his cabin, supported at 
each end By a trunk, and as he disliked walking 
on the deck, he used to sit on the board, which by 
its frequent springing gave him what exercise he 
required. 

We had also two Scotch Civilians; one a hypo- 
chondriac, who was perpetually looking at his 
hands, and feeling his pulse ; he was sententious, 
argumentative, consequential, and anxious to be 
thought a very superior young man. He was of 
a description, that you might with propriety deno- 
minate him a gentlemanly, disagreeable man. 

The other was the son of a poor Scotch baronet, 
and also a privy-councillor. This young man ap- 

S reared to value himself so much on the title of his 
ather, that unless you Wjere a person of decided 
rank and fortune, he seemed to think you beneath 
his notice. We are not slow hi detecting super- 
cilious airs, and in paying ofi* those who assume 
them in their own coin. This gentleman was un- 
usually tall, and of the same size in all parts of his 
body. He was a lantern-iaced sallow-looking per- 
sonage, with thin light hair, always smoothed on 
his forehead ; a nose a little hooked, and an upper 
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Up that couM be adntad to a eringing maSie, or • 
baughty curl ; he batf a pedantic manner the moit 
dkagreeaUe, ahraya contradicting with an air of 
fuperiority, and a matter of ooume dedsivenev 
that can be wdl understood, but inadequately de- 
icribed in language. 

If you diflbred nrom hhn on any subject, it waaa 
mortal oAmoe; his long fingen were in constant 
play, and his mouth screw^ up, when giving aa 
opinion. I can never forget the &nire and man- 
ners of dus being; the long flaps of hifrcoat fljing 
baclcwards and forwards, with the same pedantic 
precision which the wearer affected in every thing 
tie said and did. He made it bis business during 
the voyage, to pay court only to those who were 
distinguished for weehK^or high appointnients un- 
der the supreme government. 

The next whom I shall notice was a Madras Ci- 
vilian, a ffouty personage, who married a French 
lad V, a widow, that fancied herself a great beauty, 
and jilted a most estimable man, who so far pene- 
trated her character, as to bring reason sufficient^ 
to his aid to enaHe him to rejoice in his escape; he 
could not help, however, playing her a tricic, by 
stuffing the clothes he usually wore with straw, and 
hanging himself in effigy. The firare was sua* 
pendedon a tree hi the place where he had usuaDy 
vmllced with this lady ; on observing it. she went 
home and told her friends that poor dear Mr. Fore* 
site, being unable to live without her. had hangel 
himself; but, to her astonishment, she saw him 
drive out the next day in his curricle. Her hui^ 
band appeared a great martyr to gout and bile, and' 
was easier vexed than any person I ever met with; 



]ms found fault with e¥wj ftfng and eveiy bod]r» 
Kod, I befie?e, ga^e t^ all nick names. 

The la^ was an tncessapt talker; her convex 
Mion was of that flippant, g^b nature, that you 
eould ne¥er reap the least information or instruction 
from it I will attempt a specimen, but I do not 
ii the least ei^pect to giye anything more than a 
light idea of her loquadty. *' Dear me ! 1 won- 
fcr where Mr. — — and the Colonel are, it is time 
to begin our mbb^. The poor childrmi only took 
loup for their dinner to-day, they are looking very 
pale. A great deal of motion in the ship, it makes 
my head aohe, I think. Mrs. Ranger, pray did 
pu see punch and his wife — I can*t l^ar that man. 
Do you recollect what a large bungalow we had 
It Telicherry. I wish we were in England — I 
ahall have a great deal to do when we get there.*' 

On a baggage day, which happens once a fort- 
Bight, we overheard the sailors who were employed 
in bringing it up from the hold, say, on pulling up 
a trunk numbered 20, '' Wdl, Jack, this fellow, I 
aappose, went out with one trunk, and he is now, 
letuming home with twenty.*' But to proceed — 

Another of our passengers was a general in the 
Company's service, a person of the most silent ha- 
Uts I ever knew; he seldom favoured us with an 
ibservation, and when he did, it was generally so 
tite that we never wished for a continuance of his 
kindness ; but we require a few such chsijacters on 
board ship, to break the uniformity of conversation 
irittch usually prevails. This gentleman, at the 
)|ge of sixty, was coming home to succeed to a 
Inge estate ; he had been forty years in India. 
Be came home, on leave, about nine years before, 
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and only remained six weeks in England ; on his 
father saying something about his horse being sent 
to the inn, he took offence, and immediately pre- 
pared to set off again for India. * 

When fully equipped, he entered his fatiier's stu- 
dy ; the old gendeman thought he was going out to 
ride, and asked him in what direction. ** I am go- 
ing to India, sir," replied young hopeful, " and if 
you should come that way, I shall be happy to pay 

Jou every attention in my power, and I hope I shall 
e able to stable your horses.*' His father was 
then eighty years of age. 

The General came up one day on the poopt 
without his hat ; he usually wore a round jacket, 
and his trousers were made extremely tight and. 
short ; his size, in point of stoutness, was much be- 
yond the common bulk. After looking about him 
for a short time, he at length fixed his eye on the 
sea, and exclaimed, '* dear me ! there is a great 
deal of water in the sea.*' No one, of course, had 
the hardihood to contradict him. 

It might be thought ill-natured, were I more mi> 
nute in giving sketches of my fellow-passengen.' 
as their manners struck me. A crowded ship is 
not a place to see our fellow-men to advantage. 

There was one fashionable lad on board ; he had 
quite the appearance of a dandy, and from his youth 
and good looks, you felt inclined to think of himas 
he wished. I understood he was going round to 
Ceylon, to see a brother, who had leA Englaild 
when he was an infant. As he had no cabin for 
such a short voyage, he slung his cot generally with 
the servants, and during the day he either satin 
the cuddy, or walked on the deck; he complained 
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ihuch that the incessant talk of the lady before men- 
tioned prevented his reading, and as I had A slight 
acquaintance with his brother, who was one of the 
Commander in Chiefs Aide-de-Camps, I made 
him an offer of half my cabin, which he accepted. 
We were becalmed for nearly three week* be- 
tween Madras and Ceylon; at length a friendly 
breeze sprung up, and brought us into the Columbo 
roads. 1 went on shore with my young friend, and 
received an invitation to live at his brother's, du- 
ring the stay of the ship. His brother was the 
treasurer to the government ; the meeting between 
them was truly interesting : the elder not having 
seen the other since he was a child, and now be- 
holding him a well-grown fashionable man, was a 
most pleasing contrast. The ** fatted calf* was 
killed immediately — every thing excellent was 

Srovided for the first happy dinner, and some Ma- 
eira, that had been bottled on the elder brother's 
getting his first appointment, fifteen years before, 
was uncorked. The fish An this Island is the most 
delicious I ever tasted ; it much resembles salmon, 
but its flavour is more delicate. 

While on shore at Columbo some of my pro- 
perty on board ship was stolen. I bad seven 
pounds in dollars, which were taken out of my 
cabin by the servant of the gentleman who occu- 
pied the next to mine. Among the dollars were 
tveo new English half-crown pieces, which I traced 
to him ; be was seen on the day in question with 
a pocket full of dollars, and observed to come out 
of my cabin ; but notwithstanding this strong cir- 
cumstantial evidence, he was acquitted by a Court 
Martial. 

Vol. II.~P 
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A&w remaining here nearly a fortmght, we ma^ifr 
a^. I cannot recollect anything of consequence 
occqrring during our voyage to St. Helena, which 
we reached in eleven weeks from Madras. We 
were all much gratified by the sight of land after 
being so long at sea, but particularly by a place 
rendered so very interesting from its being the re- 
sidence of Napolecm. N >t perfectly understand- 
ing the sig^b, a shot was fired a-head of our 
ship ; the Captain being ignorant of their reasons 
for doing so, hoisted another signal, when a second 
shot was fir^d just over the boom. The Captain 
then ordered a boat to be lowered, in which he 
sent ja Midshipman to know what it was they re- 
quired ; he brought back word they wished us to 
hoist a flag relative to our state of health* The 
Health Officer, Master Attendant, and Brigade 
Major then came on board. 

In the course of the day most of the passengers 
landed. It was a necessary part of my duty to 
give in a statement of my detatchroent to Sir Hud^ 
son Lowe, the then Governor ; I met him coming 
from the council, and presented to htm an official 
paper ; in doing this I took the opportunity of in- 
forming His Excellency that my father had the 
honour of serving in the same regiment with him 
some years before. Sir Hudson immediately re* 
plied, << I recollect him perfectly, sir — how is he, 
and your mother. Come and dine with me to- 
day .''—I regretted not being able to procure a 
horse for the purpose of goipg up tht interior-^ 
Sir Hudson said I should have had one of his, but 
they were all engaged that day, his daugbter-in« 
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law, Miss Johnson, being about to be married to 
fhe Russian Commissioner. 

Sir Hudson in person is rather below the middle 
size ; there was a sternness and an abruptness in 
his manner that was rather unfortunate ; but i 
have reason to think that it was merely this defect 
that made him so many enemies. He sent me 
three invitations to visit him during my stay at St. 
Helena, which I was prevented from doing by a 
disturbance among the sailors, and the necessity 
of bringing one of my men to a Court Martial for 
knocking down the chief officer of tlie Indiaman. 

1 shall mention one anf cdote to show that Sir 
Hudson Lowe munt be a man of great feeling and 
sensibility. A lucrative situation having become 
vacant at St. Helena, a forged letter was sent by 

some gentleman to a fine young man in the 

regiment, who had offended Uiem by showing 
rather too much zeal in the performance of his 
military duties, and was nick-named the <* Brigade 
Major'* in derision ; the Jettei, purporting to be 

from the Governor, said that Lieutenant had 

belen nominated to the military colonial situation 

of vacated by the death of Captain — — ; the 

young Lieutenant not ex|)ecting that the letter was 
a hoax, immediately answered It respectfully, 
thankit^ Sir Hudson for such a strong mark of 
bis conndenc^, which he feh the more as it was 
unsolicited, and as from his inexperience he could 
not have thought of asking so great a favour ; 
be hoped, however, by zeal and attention, to make 
up for inexperience. 

Sir Hudson replied to this letter with stitprlse, 
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and said some person, for the sake of an unjuslifi'-' 
able joke, had taken a most unwarrantable libertjT' 
"with his name ; but, be added, that the situatioiib. 
had not been filled up, and to prevent the object ol 
the person of ^ho wrote to him from being attain- 
ed, namely, that of making the Lieutenant an 
object of ridicule, he begged him to accept of the 
situation. 

I recollect haviig often beard my parents speak 
of a Colonel who had been in the same regiment 
with my father and Sir Hudson ; he frequently 
dined at our house in Loudon. I inquired for 
bim, and was directed to his lodgings in the centre 
of James's Town ; on his door beir.g opened by a 
negro slave, 1 was shown into a sitting room. 

I must confess I was rather sanguine as to the 
reception I was about to receive from the Colonel, 
owing to the long acquaintance with my friends, 
and meeting him at such a distance from our native 
land. After my name had been announced I en- 
tered the parlour, where I observed an elderly 
man much at his ease, in a Bengal dressing gown, 
lolling on a sofa — he did not attempt to rise on 
my entrance. I was in regimentals, and some 
years having elapsed since he saw me, as a child, 
it is very propable he did not recollect me at first. 
I mentioned mv name, when he drawled out, 
*« Oh ! you are the son of Richard ■ ■ ;** he did 
not, however, move ofif his sofa, nor did he ask me 
to sit down, or offer any other common civility. 
He told me if I wished to bathe I must take care 
of the sharks, and that there was a fine view from 
Ihe top of the town. He did not ask me to call 
again, or make any apology for this cool receptions 
and I retired from his presence in disgust, 



RdMtWARD VOYAGE. 67 

Some people, while it serves their taiDi smile, 
laugb, aod eat yuur ditiiiers, without the least in- 
tention of doing an) act of kindness at a future 
time should jou want it. I walked up the town, 
and as I got near the barracks of the St. Helena 
regiment, I observed coming towards me, an 
elderly officer, with spectacles ; he asked me if I 
was going to see the General, meaning Buona- 
parte. I thought he belonged to the Passport 
Office, and replied no, if it was contrary to orders ; 
be said it was not, but I must have a passport to 
go itto the intjerior, and if I would step into his 
house, he would procure me one : he ordered a 
tray with refreshments and wine, and put before 
me all the late newspapers, and an Army List ; in 
fact, during my stay m the island, he was every 
thing that was kind. I found Ae characteristics 
of the Irish and Scotch completely inverted in 
these instances ; the Colonel being an Irishman, ' 
and the officer whose politeness 1 have the pleasure 
of acknowledging, was a Caledonian. 

I cannot close the account of my interviews 
with Sir Hudson without endeavouring, in some 
measure, to do away with the unfavourable im- 
pressions that have been attempted to be given of 
him to the public, by a writer whose history I am 
tolerably well acquainted with ; and who, did he 
know the real value of character, would gladly 
exchange bis with the honourable and excellent 
officer he so lavishly abuses. I have been twice 
at St, Helena, and have heard Sir Hudson spoken 
of in the highest terms of pnuse, not 6nly a0 the 
Colonial G^mor, but as an inda%^tt Cotti* 
mandant. 

F 2 
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It is extremely unfair, that the natural dislil^^^ 
we may feel to the infliction of a punishmeft ^> 
although we admit its justness, must recoil on tip- ^ 
head of a person who is appointed to see th^ ^ 
punishment put into execution. To make myse^ ^ 
more clear to my military readers, would it nc^^ 
he hard to take from an officer in command of 
public guard, his good name for humanity, and th^ 
social affections, because he had given in charge 
to him a prisoner, and in the performance of his 
duty he obeyed the orders sent, respecting the 
particular way in which the prisoner was to he 
confined, however objectionable and rigid they 
might appear. 

I certainly considered there were some unne- 
cessary restrictions relative to Buonaparte, but 
they were framed by those better qualified to 
judge than I could be ; still it must be hurtful and 
discouraging to the feelings of an honourable sol- 
dier, to find he is looked on as an unfeeling man, 
because he acts up to his letter of instructions, 
however they may difier from his private senti- 
ments — giving as he does in the performance of a 
disagreeable duty, the strongest jproot of bis mili- 
tary obedience. I hate to hear any man abused ^ 
or praised undeservedly, because it happens to be 
the fashion. Sir Hudson to my knowledge trans- 
mitted in the most private manner, one hundred 
pounds to a poor distant relation, with a promise 
to assist her further should it be required. 

During the stay of our ship there for a fort- 
night, to procure water, poultry, and vegetables, 
a mutiny Droke out. The 'East India ships are 
generally manned by the worst description of sea- 
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faring men, many of whom being kept on shore 
by Jews, become so much indebted to these peo* 
pie, that to settle their demands, thev ugn e to go 
on board any ship tlieir creditoTs think necessary. 

It has been often disputed whether the Captains 
of Indiamen have the right of punishing ; but it 
is alleged that all ships wliich euriy a letter of 
mar<|uc, having permission to deirnd themselves, 
or make prizes during their voyages, require a 
Htate of discipline which nothing but the prompt 
punishment of flogging could preserve ; however, 
1 believe the question is not yet quite decided, for 
I have heard of seamen obtaining damngc s against 
the Commanders of those ships ; at any rate, the 
privilege allowed to them ought only to be used in 
extreme cases, and with great discretion. 

I think it would be the wisest plan, on first set- 
ting out on a voyage, if there were any insubor- 
dinate spirit maniiested, to find out the leader^ 
and with a view of establiHhing system, and show- 
ing determination, leave the ofl'ender in irons for 
a few days, when there would be no panHion in 
the case, have him brought to trial before the offi* 
ccrs of the ship, and whatever corporal punish* 
ment they award, let be inflicted. Observe there 
arc no grounds during the voyage, for complaints 
about the provisions, and do every thing }ou pos- 
sibly can to avoid the unpleasant alternative ol 
flogging. I am of opinion that only one good 
flogging is required b} a child ; he bears that in 
recollection, and the fear of its renewal deters it 
from giving an occasion for another, liithe same 
|. way on board ship, and in a regiment; punish as 
Rcldom as possible, but. establish that you are not 
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to be deterred from it, when occasioii reqnilresi 
and that when you do it, it will not be slightly. 

Our sailors had been for some tiirie making ob- 
jectbns to their provisions. My soldiers some- 
times spoke of their beef and potk not being per- 
fectly untainted, and on inquiry I found they had 
much cause to do sb, u^hich I represented to thf 
Purser, and he to the Captain. The Captain wish* 
ing to carry things with a high hand, did not like 
any representations of this kind, and was disposed 
to show, by his manner, that however much it 
might be thought an oflScer's duty to attend to hi9 
men's reasonable complaints, he was not inclined 
to listen to or rectify objections against his Pur- 
ser or ship's provisions. 

An officer on a long voyage, in charge of troops^ 
if the Captain be not a gentlemanly and a rea- 
sonable man, is placed in an awkward situation) 
between his sense of duty in protecting and at- 
tending to the rights of his soldiers, and the wisk 
to keep on good terms with the ship's officers. 

The immediate cause of the mutiny on board, 
originated in the sailors finding fault with theit 
provisions ; they conceived that their grievancel,, 
had not been properly inquired into. Some of the 
most ungovernable were insolent, and disobedient 
to the commands of the chief officer. On hh 
report to the Captain, two men were tied up, and 
sentenced to receive three dozen fashes eac;h. 

On the piping up for punishment, the sailon 
were observed to manifest a very insubordinate 
spirit; they, however, came forward at the 
Captain's command to see their comrades flogged. 
The grating of one of the hatchways vras fast^ed 
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to the deck) close to the larboard part of the ship; 
another grating at the extreme end of this, in a 
slanting position, rests against the side of the ves- 
sel. The first prisoner was brought forward by 
the Master at Arms, a petty oflBcer, and directed 
to strip ; he was then tied to the grating by the 
wrists and legs, and the boatswain, with his mates, 
ready at the Captain's word to put into execution 
the punishment. 

Just as he was raising his arm to give the first 
lash, the other prisoner ran forward, and taking 
the cats in his hand, threw them overboard ; the 
sailors then made a rush to untie the prisoner at 
the grating. I was on the poop of the ship, with 
some other passengers, when the Captain called 
to me, saying, << I will thank }ou, sir, to assist me 
in carrying on the duties of my ship. '' I instantly 
leaped on the deck, and directed the drum to beat 
the parade call ; my men immediately fell in ; wc 
hurried to the arm chests, and procrred muskets^ 
with bayonets— -we mustered forty-six ; I directed 
the men to be perfectly steady, and prepared to 
charge the sailors the moment the Captain deemed 
it necessary. 

The poor old veterans stood still, and such is 
the effect of military discipline, that although 
many of them were lame and ailing they all fell in 
with the greatest alacrity, and remained upright, 
ailent, steady, as though they were so many auto- 
matons. The sailors on perceiving these prepa* 
lations, with the determined conduct of the Cap*- 
lain and his o£Bcers, fell back — like all men, how- 
eFer physically powerful, and constitutionally 
brave — undecided in their conduct, from the feeU 
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ingof itsimpiroprieljrifidiiBlawftdBesB. We 
advantage of this panic, and tied up six of tli^ ^ 
most forward of the mutineers, giving each thre^ ^ 
dozen lashes. We heard no more grumbling ^tf 
complaints for some time. 

I believe, however, that this disturbance WjMKt 
the means of losing us many of our best hands. ^ 
A naval officer came on board the following day tOf 
know if any of the crew would volunteer for hM. 
Majesty's service; many of our best sailors imme^ 
diately ofl'ered, notwithstanding their forfeiting 
their pay, for not performing the engagements 
they had entered into with the Captain, on first 
coming on board. Some of the ** time expired** 
men entered the St. Helena regiment. This regi-* 
ment used to be frequently augmented by those 
whose term 6f service had expired, re«enlbting 
into the Company's service. 

During our stay at Ceylon, I had been intro- 
duced to a very lovely young woman, the wife ci 
a Bengal civilian, a man^ old enough to be hef 
grandfather. She came out to India, a fine, lively, 
blooming girl, and she had been scarcely a month j 
on shore, when she was proposed for, and mar* J 
lied. Age and appearance are, in the eyes of * 
some ladies who go to India, of little consequenoei 
provided the suitor has a good fortune, and pos* 
sesses a high civil situation. 

[n one year this lady's husband was recom* 
mended by his physician to permit his wife to go 
and see her friends in Europe. -«*-They parted, as 
may be fancied, without much sorrow on her part: 
during her absence^ which was to be for an 



iodefinite time, ibe was to be allowed one thousand 
a year. 

She met with a giddj fashionable looking man 
at Ceylon, who during the voyage paid her the 
most marked attentbn ; in such an intercourse, 
Imless feelings of propriety, and a sense of moral 
«iid social obligation are constantly uppermost, 
die result may be easily foreseen. The slightest 
circumstances are noticed on board ship, and 
many try to employ themselves so little, as to have 
touch time to spare in noticing the faults and pe- 
culiarities of their fellow passengers. 

The flirtation of the two individuals whom I 
have just mentioned, became the daily subject 
most dwelt on by the passengers. 

'< When lovely woman stoopi to folly," 

lad when the sophistry of her lover, and her own 
heart, lead her to err, there is still one slender 
Itay — the observation and opinion of the world — 
ftat may for a time prevent her falling ; the epi- 
iMDe of that world on board ship devours most 
loraciously every slander injurious to woman's 
iune, and watches with the eyes of an Argus, for 
ie slightest cause to impugn her innocence and 
[larity. 

There are here no mothers, or thoughtful, feel- 
m females, who allow for youth, vanity, good 
, ^rits, and admiration, to warn the unfortunate 
toman she is going headlong to destruction, and 
Id what is now her delight and boast, unless 
iMipered with judgment and good sense, will 
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shortly make her an object of pity to the fodiii^, 
4nd a by-«rord to the malicious. . 

I fear that passion and infatuation so completely 
took the lead in the minds of these young people, 
that they were blinded to all that was said or 
passing around them. Many rumours affecting 
the honour of the lady, were circolated on the 
quarter-deck. 

The gentleman possessed an appearance, by 
some considered effeminate : he had those frank, 
winning manners, that find their way to the unoc- 
cupied heart o( a thoughtless woman. He was 
esteemed a well meaning young man, who would 
not do any action that was admitted to be dis- 
honourable, but whose want of thought led him 
to do things which tended directly to injure his 
own respectability, and the peace of others ; bis 
passions, where they took the lead, could not sud- 
denly be checked, from a conception of the ruin 
he was bringing on the person he thought he loved, 
and on the future store of misery he was laying 
up for himself; for man may do many things, and 
conscience trouble him not at the time of his ini- 
quity, but the debt must be paid with interest, at 
some future period, and perhaps under circum- 
stances of disease and misery, which bow him to 
the earth. 

On coming on the quarter-deck one night, after 
reading below, I observed many of the passengers 
and ship officers in a low whispering discussion ; I 
walked up to them and inquired what had taken 
place to occasion this meeting. ** Have you not 

heard," said a captain, ** that Mrs. was 

seen going mto her cabin with a gentleman hidden 
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under her long shawl ?" She saw she was ob* 
served, and hurrying forward, left him exposed to 
the view of several people on the gun deck. Soon 
after we heard a cry, ^' 1 am lost for ever," and a 
noise resembling a iiedl. The cabin was entered,^ 
and the beautiful form of the lady, in the last ago- 
nies, was extended on the floor. She pointed to 
a small bottle, and closed her eyes for ever. The 
next day she was brought up on a grating, with 
the Union flag over her body, to be committed to 
the deep. 

And if all giddy young men and women could 
only have seen, and reflected properly, on the oc- 
casion, it might be the means of helping to prevent 
them from pursuing those courses which led to 
this melancholy catastrophe. The circumstance 
did not appear to have made the deep iniipression 
it ought on Mr. — — — , as I saw him a week after 
bis landing, walking down one of the mpst fre-- 
quented streets in London, dressed in the height 
of fashion, and talking gaily to a couple of young 
men, apparently as volatile as himself. 

On ihy return to St. Helena some years after 
my first visit, I f )und the state prisoner that caused 
so much bustle in the place during our stay, had 
ceased to exist. He had gone to ascertain the 
object of all his worldly ambition. A Lieutenant 
Colonel accompanied me ; we arrived, after an 
agreeable ride of half an hour, at the tomb ; it is 
situated in a valley, and is composed of three 
large flat stones, which had been taken from the 
kitchen hearth at Longwood ; tbey have no in* 
scription on them, and are surrounded by an iron 
railing, outside of which there are three weeping 

Vol. H.— G 
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willows. A grass plat of some dimensions ia 
enclosed by a woad«*n railing. We asked per- 
mission to enter the enclosure, but could not 
obtain it. I wanted a piece of the willow, but the 
sergeant in charge pf the tomb had orders to the 
contrary. 

On one side of the enclosure is a hedge, at the 
bottom of a rock, down which runs a stream of 
most delicious water, of which I drank. Buona- 
parte used to retire under the willows with a book, 
and when thirsty drink of this fountain. There 
is a snail garden outside the grass plat, with a ge- 
ranium hedge ; there were some pet pigeons and 
white rabbits playfully picking and running within 
the enclosure. The appearance of vegetation and 
neatness around the grave, contrasted with the 
uncovered masses of steep anJ barren mouiitain, 
gave the quick thought to my mind, that if the 
prostrate and quiet inmate of the sepulchre had 
caused devastation wherever he came in life — in 
death the space im nediately surrounding his 
remains, was the only one for miles, in which 
vegetable and animal life seemed protected and 
flourishing. 
While at St. Helena, a French ship of war put in. 
The Captain sent to inquire what number of guns 
would be returned, provided he saluted the rock 
with twenty-one. Thirteen, was the answer 
returned. Feelings of national honour would not 
admit of his firing a greater number than might be 
returned ; his object in wishing to fire so many as 
twenty-one, might possibly be with a view of 
saluting the tomb of Napoleon. The Captain and 
his officers visited the tomb ; they were observed 
||«hBeel and weep around it. 
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From the tomb at LoDgwood, about three miles, 
we passed, in distant view, several neat country 
residences, erected on the side of the descending 
yalleys, vritb fairos to each — sheep and cattle 
grazing around ; and the neighbouiirg fir planta- 
tions added much to their beauty. I^ith these 
exceptions, the iace of the Island presents the 
appearance ol red and rugged elevations, of con- 
siderable height, sef arated by ravines of unequal 
depth, and some oi miles in breadth — -w'M bejond 
conception — bearing apparent maiks oi earth- 
quakes, and as if in^mense masses oi the mountain 
haci sunk in, leaving cha^ms, overhung by preci- 
pices, threatening inevitable destruction to those 
below. Buch is the afpearance of many parts of 
JSft. Helena, but particularly of James' Town, a 
neat village or town at the foot ot the valley, 
whence a road, cut in the side of the mountain, 
•leads upwards in steep ascent. 

We entered the house where Buonaparte died ; 
it vfas going to ruin, having been converted into a 
farnt-house ; his bed room is ncvf^ a stable, in which 
were some of the finest horses I ever beheld. The 
room he died in was a hall, to which he was re- 
moved for air; there was a weighing' machine in 
it — many sentiments, &c. were written on the 
walls by travellers. 

We also inspected the new house, wbich is on 
a very good plan, having accommodation for a 
comfortable residence ; its principal drawback, as 
far as related to Napoleon, was the Captain's guard 
room, which 1 cannot help saying might have been . 
dispensed with. A few ships of VFar cruizing 
around, in addition to his own suggestion of albw^ 
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ii^ no sbip to sftil until be was ascertained to ht 
on the Islaod, muftt have ab efirc uall} kept him 
a prisoner, as if' be had been injo ureo, douUy 
ironed, in one ot the cells o\ Newgate. 

At one north of the line, ^e ohseived a safl; 
OQ nearing her she hoisted Dutch colours ; we 
signalized to her to come to, aid sent an « iB&cer on 
board. She was trom Antwerp, end onlj twenty- 
seven days at St a ; she gave us a long abstract of 
news, with nasny (>a{ier8. M> ieehi.gs received a 
severe shock in hearing of the ckath of the Duke 
of Kent. The abilrac't, as well as 1 can recoUect, 
ran as follow s :-^ 

•* Death of the King. Cato House C:oiispiracj, 
Assassination ot the Duke tie Berri. Death of the 
Duke of Kent,'' with seveialothei snallernnatters 
of importance to us, front havii^g niiie or ten months' 
news to bear. Wlien 1 heard ol the Duke's death, 
I thought there must have bt en some mibtake; 
the abstract of news tlat came tivm the ship, 
stated «' Death of the Duke ot Kent,'' this gave 
me a slight hope, until I took up one ol the news- 
papers and read the speech ot a noble brd, alliKiing 
to the resigned and bapp} wa} in which the Duke 
went to exchange earthl> tor heavenly honours, 
^< My God. I am quite prepared ," and this state 
Of happy resignation was not built on any enthu^ 
spastic or sudden hope, it was founded on the 
c heering retrospect ot having shown his fiuth in 
the promises of God and his Saviour, by praising 
bim in everjr act ot his life 

I retired to my cabin» to pour forth to the 
Almighty the most accreptable and appropriate 
pniyer I could, under my present circumstance^ 
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ibmk of. As a mark of the most profound respect 
I bore to the niemory of His Royal Highness, I 
did not enter into any society or move out of my 
cabin ior three days. 

When just off the Western Islands, a breeze 
sprung up, which continued so directly aft, that 
we ran one thousand and jBft} miles in five days ; 
the wind continuing in this wa]^ soon brought us 
in sight of the Lizard Lights, and we observed a 
pilot boat coming towards us. I had been five 
years away, I was not two and twenty, and I had 
been out of the way of any enjoyment peculiar to 
£ngland from boyhood, therefore I placed a 
greater value on them, from not having ever ex- 
perienced the exact amount of gratification which 
they impart. 

I possessed what people call a sanguine tem- 
perament, and I possessed a heart fraught with the 
most sensitive feelings of love to all my family; 
but my anxiety, as I drew near my own shores, 
was intense, lest any might have gone << to that 
bourne whence no traveller returns.'* 

The pilot came on board, he was a tough, stout, 
weather-beaten man, and as he was the first good 
English face we had seen for some time, we all 
crowded round him to hear his news. 

He brought us a few baskets of bread, fish, 
vegetables, and butter, and for one day at least he 
was the most interesting and the most popular man. 
on board ; immediate preparations were made for 
landing our principal passengers at Plymouth. 
The Bengal gentleman, who had been thirty-seven 
years in India, and had feathered his nest tolerably 
well, went on shore with the principal Madras. 

O 3 
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Civilians, a Major of Madras cavalry, and bis vife, 
and two young Civilians, with an arch lookkig lady, 
to v^hom one of those gentlennen paid a great deii 
of quiet attention The following da} the Madras 
Colonel and family took another boat and went on 
shore, with three black servants. 

This was the only voyage 1 have taken to or 
from India, in which there seemed to be an 
extremely unkind, a jealous, and a bad feeling 
amongst the passengers; most of them were 
coming home gouty, liverish, and bilious ; they bad 
held high situations in out of the way parts of India, 
and had been in the habit of receiving the most 
abject attention from all who surrounded them. 

On board ship there were too many on an 
equality with them, who looked for respect, and 
whose manners, although good in India, were not 
sufficiently polished to induce them to go out of 
their way in the least, either from policy or good 
nature, to conciliate the regards d those whom 
they were not likely to have a longer acquaintance 
with than during the voyage. 

I heard some of the kind remarks of the French 
lady and her husband, on the departure of the 
majority of our passengers. " Well ! my dear,'' 
addressing her husband, <* is it not deligbtiiil to 
bttve got rid of punch and his wife," alluding to a 
very consequential sleek looking Major. ** Yes,^' 
said the husband, <^ and how lai^e the ship seems 
now that we have got that old tng bellied Colonel 
out of it, who was enough to fr^hten invalids by 
the way in which he opened Us large eyes at 
them;'' '<and, my dear,'' said the wife, <<that 
horridly yellow looking thin Bengal fellow, with 
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his voracious appetite, and childish attachment to 
jam and sweetmeats ; he made me sick.'' 

The neit day took these agreeable people on 
shore, and if I said nothing about them, I most 
assuredly thought the more. I was so situated as 
to make it absolutely necessary 1 should remain on 
board until the ship arrived off Gravesend, where 
I was to land my men. From the time we came 
in sight of land the wind died away, and we were 
six days becalmed ; on the seventh there was little 
hope of a breeze springing up. My anxiety was 
intense to get on shore, as day after day I saw the 
passengers leaving the ship and me in it; the 
weather proved beautifully clear, and we saw the 
French coast distinctly. 
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ARRIVAL IN ENGLAND. 



" Breathei there a mui with loiil lo dead 
Who ne^er to himself hath laid, 
This it my own— my natife land. 
Whose heart hath ne*er within him bum'd, 
As home his (ootsteps he has turned, 
From wandering on a foreign strand." 



One night I went to bed, despairing of the 
wind soon takikig us up. I was awoke in the 
morning, and requested to rise immediately, and 
make preparations for landing my men, as we ex- 
pected in an hour to be at Gravesend, and the 
ship could not wait, the wind being quite fair to 
take her to Blackwall. I hurried on my clothes ; 
all my things bad been packed, and my men or- 
dered to be ready at a moment's notice. I took 
a hasty breakfast, and came on deck to have my 
baggage examined by the Custom- house officers. 
Previous to my departure the fellow who inspected 
jH^^ lloiked about three dozen of wax candles, 
wUdli I had saved off my guards m India. He 

Srs me one, saying, ** I dare say you will want 
s to light you in your barrack room." I felt 
much inclined to lay the flat part of my sabre on 
his back for his consideration. 
I observed one of these fellows attempting to 
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search a fine jontig woman* servant to the wife oi' 
a Captain of dragoons. The Captain sprung for- 
ward on hearing her cr> out» on the ruffian at- 
tempting to pull up her clothes^ and held his sword 
over bis head^ threatening to cut him down if he 
continued ta proceed in molestbg her, without a 
warrant for the purpose, i am infenned that a 
Cu8toa)*hoase officer might, in such a case, 
be resisted with piopriety, unless he can show 
authority for searching the person. 

The lighter»barge being akmg-side, the boat- 
swain piped tor the sick loldiers to be brought up, 
whaeh they were in blankets, and as carefully 
lowered into the boat, as (he hurry the chief 
officer was then in to get out of the ship would per- 
mit* After as little delay as possible, the chief 
mate saying he could not wait, the wind was so 
fair, we got out of the ship, and were taken on 
shore in a lighter by the waterman. 

Most of my poor fellows were discouraging 
looking figures to decoy young lads to go out to 
\ India, as what with twfnty-tive years residence 
under a tropical sun, with Mahratta campaigns, and 
Ihcir own irregularity and intemperanee, they 
were mostly bundles of dry bones, enveloped in 
their yellow wrinkled skin. 

On arriving at the stairs, or place for landing* I 
endeavoured to curb my traniports, or I slKMrid 
kave kissed the ground. Before 1 had well re« 
covered the effects of my joy in placing my foot 
igain on Englbh soil, I beheld, approaching to* 
irards me, a well grown, cherry cheeked, Uack 
eyed woman, who the moment she had curtsied to 
mc, and had adjusted a handsome well formed 
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cap, over some glossy black hair, opened he? 
mouth, for the double purpose oi showing a set of 
regular and beautiluUy white teeth, and of solicit- 
ing the pleasure of mine and my party's company, 
to partake ot a little English refreshment, after 
our long absence, and present fatigue. 

I was 80 charmed with this kind and hospitable 
reception, that I begged of her to do with me and . 
mine what she pleased ; we followed her, but I 
must confess my romantic sentin ental ideas re- 
ceived a great shock, on being conducted to a soit 
of public-house, of which she was the mistress ; 
from the novelty of her being the first woman I had 
seen on landing, and contrasting her with my pale, 
languid, affected, iemale acquaintances on board 
ship, and in India, 1 thought her most bewitching. 
I had the curiosity, however, when returning te 
India, a few years afterwards, to go and see her, 
and she then appeared to me a blowsy, fat, vulgar 
looking wonian, so completely do circumstances 
give a false colouring to ever} thing we behold. 

I had written, while off the Lizard, to the Com- 
mandant at Chatham, to provide sick carriages for 
us on landing, to enable me with as little delay at 
possible to proceed to Port Pitt, the invalid Depdt. 
At length an artillery driver arrived with the van, 
and a route for our immediate march. 1 got a 
cart for my men and baggage, and put five of the 
worst of them into the van, and moved off; but my 
indiscretion in accepting the polite invitation of the 
handsome landlady 1 could not remedy ; my men 
got unriil^f, began to quarrel, and would not move 
off. The non-commissioned ofiicers had taken 
too much beer, and 1 was left to act by myself, in 
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4Ddeayouring to make the men proceed ; at length, 
after taking one or two violently out of the house, 
we set off for Chatham. 

Nothina^ but the pleasure I experienced that 
day, could have made me equal to the trouble I 
had in getting the men out of the public-houses. 
The few dollars they had they spent in the most 
foolish manner, many of them offering a dollar for 
a pint of beer. The keepers of the public houses 
I threatened to no purpose, their answers usually 
were, " why, ifs very hard you cannot let the poor 
fellows take a drop of real good drink, after being 
80 long away," Many of the men staggered into 
ditches, and there I was obligt^d to leave them ; 
suffice it to say, that I marched through Stroud, 
Rochester, and Chatham, with my heels blistered, 
and my sabre drawn, at the head of a detach- 
ment, consisting of one man, who was the unfor- 
tunate fellow i was obliged to get flogged, for 
knocking down the chief officer of the Indiaman. 
After a great ieal of fatigue, and extremely ex- 
cited by the pleasure of arriving in England, and 
vexed at not brin*^ing up my men, I knocked at 
the house door of the Commandant of Port Pitt. 
I inquired for him, and on his coming to the door, 
I observed a stout, elderly, red-faced, military 
bokin:^ man, with a deep scar on one ciieek, that 
in some measure distorted his face, and gave his 
I Hiouth a twist, which made his method of speech 
peculiar. Without ceremony he inquired my bu- 
nness ; i told him I had just landed in command 
of a party of invalids from India, and that I was 
directed to report myself to him. « Well, sir, 
where is your detachment." I said " here it is,*' 
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pointing to the one man ; but I assured him I had 
'made every effort to bring on the remaining num- 
ber without effect. *' t am sorry to saj, sir, it is 
too often the case. Go up with this man to Fort 
Pitt, hand him over to the Staff Captain, and I 
will attend there to-morrow and meet you.'' 

On arriviBg at Fort Pitt, I gave the papers be* 
longing to the detachment into the Pay and .Adju- 
tant's offices, and my one man to the Staff Captain, 
I was so completely worn out from fatigue, anx- 
iety, and blistered heels, as most willingly to ac- 
cept the kind offer of the Captain's wife to rest 
myself, and take a glass of wine. After being 
confined for some time on board ship, walking a 
few miles will tire more thao twenty would those 
who are constantly on land. Somewhat refresh- 
ed, I went to my billet at the Mitre Tavern. 

In passing through the principal street of the 
town, a young man in plain clothes accosted me; 
he was one of our half-pay officers. He seemed 
to be struggling hard between poverty, gentility, 
and carelessness ; his dress was that of a dirty 
dandy. I could see his soiled shirt left to view 
through an opening in a much worn waistcoat, that 
might have been in fashion some few summers be- 
fore ; a false collar, the whiteness of which was 
set off by a large black stock ; a coat, the newly 
gilt buttons, short waist, and sharp flapped poiii 
of which could not prevent your eyes glancing at 
the rubbed elbows, worn collar and cuffs ; a pair 
of cossackdrab trousers, with badly blacked Wel- 
lington boots, gilt spurs, and a cane to rap the 
dust out of the cossacks, completed the dress of 
the poor fellow. 
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Ue came towards me, with a frank cordial 
manner, and gave nifn^liearty welcome to Eng- 
land ; he said he wa& living with his wife and two 
children, and that he would be happy to see me at 
dinner, but she had latdy been confined, and 
although now up, would be too nervous to see 
visiters immediately ; he said he wouljd Vrite her 
a note to prepare for us in the evening, when he 
expected me to drink tea ; '• we have now here," 
said he, << a Colonel's lady, with Johnson's wife, I 
am sure they will be delighted to see you. We 
have an old Major and his wife also in the^town. 
I am sorry to say they do not live on the most 
comfortable terms. Let me recommend you to 
my tailor, you ought to get off that harness as soon 
as possible, and go into decent mufty.'' 

I told him I thanked God I was no dandy ; 
whatever bad habits I hadcontracted in the East, 
I had not acquired any extravagant turn for dress. 
*' Well then," said he, «« from dress to eating — 
where will you dine 1" I said I was at the Mitre 
Tavern ; " very well," said he, " if you have no 
objection we will dine together ;" I replied it 
would give me much pleasure to have his com- 
pany. We walked to the inn, and were shown up 
to the best room. They soon: find out you have 
come from India at the inns, and are aware you 
generally pick up a few pagodas in that country, 
and of the comparatively little importance you at- 
tach to money on a first landing after a long voy- 
age. The landlord, landlady, her handsome 
daughter at the bar, the female itod men servants 
are all smiling and ready to attend to your wishes 
and wants on the slightest occasion. The waiter, 

Vol. II.— H 
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a small smart man, bad on a new suit of black 
clothes, with fine long silk atf)pkings,in appearance 
much better dressed than my half-pay friend or 
myself; I felt a kind of pang when I looked at 
the fellow's double ribbed silk stockings, and hand- 
some knee and shoe buckles. ^* Ah,'* said I to 
myself, << I shall pay towards those smart clothes 
in my bill." 

My friend, whose imagination had not been so 
much excited as to prevent his being hungry, put 
me in mind that people just lauding from India, 
for a first dinner ordered such a nice little dish at 
beef steak and oyster sauce. I told him 1 wouli 
be satisfied with the beef steak without any of his 
sauce. '< Ah ! my dear fellow, you might as well 
think of taking a leg of pork, on board ship, with- 
out the pease pudding. A boiled leg of mutton 
without su<*t dumplings ; or a saddle of mutton 
without jelly, as to eat beef steak on first landing 
ffora India, without oyster sauce." I made him 
easy by leaving the arrangement of our dinner in 
Ids hands, and as he said he knew I had a delicate 
stomach, which compliment I could not return, 
he ordered veal cuth ts and oyster sauce. 

I had so over-exeited myself as to have no ap- 
petite, I then-fore inquired of my companion, who 
ate most voraciously, about some friends. The 
first I asked for was dead, << good heavens ! poor 
fellow ! how well he looked when I last saw him.'' 
After reflecting a little on the uncertainty of life, I 
again inquired for another mutual friend ; what 
was my sorroir to receive the same answer, 
<<dead." I did not, on reflection, much wonder 
at the last person's fate, as he had been ailing for 
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some time. I again inquired for another friend 
we knew in India, who had come to England be- 
fore me, and *^ dead'' was again the answer. 

I was now low spirited and silent during the 
jemainder of the dinner/ To eheer my spirits, 1 
ordered a bottle of good sherry, and while lifting 
a glass of it to my lips, I could not help saying, 
<< Ah ! poor friend, I wish he was alive and with 
us :" to my great surprise, my companion asked 
me if anytbiiig had happened to ^im — ^* wh>" said 
I, *<did you not tell me be was- ilead P* *' Oh !'' 
«|id he, laughing, '* whenever I am asked about 
people's health when eating my dinner, with ap- 
petite, I always sa^ they are dead, to prevent fur- 
ther inquiries, I assure you he was in excellent 
health when last I heard from him ; he got into a 
dragoon regiment the other day." 

After taking our wine, 1 called for a pair pf 
boots, which I had sent down to be cleaned, bt(t 
some thief had taken them from the inn. I sent 
to a boot maker to come ani lit mt with a pair, 
and having taken off my red, and put on a blue 
coat, I sallied forth to purchase a hat, previous to 
my calling un the Colonel's and the other officer's 
lady, i Ibund them living together ; one remain- 
ed in England for the purpose of attending to the 
education of her children. Alter detailing all my 
regimental news to them, I walked with my new 
friend to his lodgings, up two pair of stairs ; I 
found his wife and three small children, one an 
infiaiit onlv six weeks old. I here observed the 
folly of a hasiy marriage, without the consent ol 
parents, and without a proper knowledgif of each 
ether's sentiments and character. These young 
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people were frj&tting themselves, their servants^ 
and me, by their peevish manner towards eacb 
other. 

That night I did not close my eyes, so busy 
were my thoughts in reflecting on my great change 
of situation in a few months ; joy kept me from 
sleeping. The good English bed, snug curtains, 
and comfortable room, contrasted with my tent, 
my bullock trunk bed, and the noisy musquitos, 
the early lisiiig at half-past one or two, and my 
recently bilious company on board the India man, 
with the incessant starboard and larboard noisiSi 
made me think the present change almost too 
pleasant to be real. 

I roBC early, and went to Fort Pitt, where to 
my surprise, all the invalids I had left in the ditches 
were paraded. In the general hospital I saw the 
Commandant, who spoke to me in a very angry 
tone about two of my men, who were extremely 
unwell. " Pray, sir," said he, " how is it these 
men were not better attended to on board sjiiip.** 
I said I paid them every possible attention. '^ That 
may be, sir, but did you see that others did also^ 
whose duty it was to do so as well as yours.'' I 
replied, I had inquired what com torts were put oi 
board for the sick, and was told by the surgeon, 
sago and port wine. '' The invalids, sir, ought to 
have other comforts adapted to their weak state- 
soup and fresh meat.'' I mentioned I had n% 
method of obtaining these necessaries, that I had 
spoken to the Captain and Purser on the subject^ 
but without effect, and with deference to his opin- 
ion, the blame rested more with the Indian jg;o» 
vemment than with me. 
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The Commandant took it into his head I had 
neglected my dafy, and taking me to the bedside 
of one of the weakest of the men, said, << sir, this 
man might have b<^n better, had you seen justice 
done him.'* I felt extremely hurt at this remark, 
as I was conscious 1 had exerted myself to the 
utmost for the poor man ; sometimes dining in my 
own cabin for the pi/rpose of sending part of my 
dinner to the sick. The man, to my infinite satis- 
faction, made an effort to do me justice, address- 
ing Sir ■ " ■ he said, << long before naw» if it had 
not been for this gentleman's kindness, I should 
have died." I have many sins to answer for, but 
I can place my hand on my heart and say, I never 
neglected getting a sick soldier any thing that 
would do him good, as far as it was in my power. 
' The Commandant did not reprove me again, he di- 
rected me to make a report, in writing, of the ques- 
tions I had asked the surgeon, respecting the com- 
forts put on board for the invalids, which he would 
forward to the Commander in Chief. I am happy 
now to say such regulations are made as make the 
situation of the poor worn out soldiers much more 
comfortable, on the long passage from India, as 
portable soups and many other suitable necessa- 
ries for their use are taken on board. During my 
last voyage each sick man was sent a hot roll and 
some tea at breakfast ; a little soup in the middle 
of the day, with a glass or two of wine, and any- 
thing from the cuddy table that might be fit for 
them. I hope that we shall never forget the debt 
of gratitude we owe to those poor men, who have 
lost their all in the service. 

While sauntering about the town» I saw a «tont 
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gentleman, dressed in black, with an extensively' 
brimmed hat, a vast patch on his upper lip, ani 
his hair well powdered, looking at me with an eye 
glass. I thought I had seen the figure before,, 
and on crossing the road, I discovered him to be 
our old jolly Major ; his appearance was now so 
clerical that he might well have been mistaken for 
an Arch-Bishop. 1 accosted him and said << How 
do you do, Major ?** " Ah !'' answered he, looking 
full at me through the glass, <<is that you? 
Youghey, youghey, youghey, ya, ya, ya," (bis 
jmethod of laughing.) " When did you land ? 
How did you leave the old regiment ? I am going 
to tea at the house of a brother in law of mine, 
where there are some fine girls, that you will ad- 
mire after being so long without the company of 
the fair sex.'' This invitation procured me a very 
pleasant evening, and 1 was received with much 
attention, from the novelty of my having just land- 
ed from the East. The following day 1 took my 
place for London. A large ship of war lately ar- 
rived from the West Indies, had been paid off, and 
there were many sailors in the streets, walking 
arm in arm with improper females, and in close 
conversation with Jews. I perceived one man 
take out of his pocket a handful of coin of all de- 
scriptions — guineas, silver, and half-pence. One 
of them on hearing the coach was full, offered a 
live pound note for an outside place to London, air 
thoi^h he had no particular purpose to answer in 
getting there. 

The top of the coach was crowded-with sailovs 
and those ladies, who assail with their affectionate 
importunities, men whose ships are just paid off* 
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I sat near one outside the coach ;-— on cdming to 
Rochester Bridge, as the horses were gaUoping 
towards it, the feoaale yfitH a sailor screamed out : 
her beau had fallen off. Before the coachman 
could well pull up the horses, the man had scram- 
bled up again ; he must certainly have fallen on 
the pavement, but by some extraordinary means 
he escaped unhurt. We all looked at him with 
amazement and apprehension ; he made no obser» 
vation, but putting his hand into his waistcoat 
pocket, put a quid of tobacco m his mouth, and 
took no more notice than if nothing had happened. 
On coming near London a sailor got off; one who 
had been his comrade', 1 suppose, lor two or three 
years, called out " Well, Jack, where shall I direct 
a letter to you 1" " London ?'* was the answer. 

My delight was unutterable on driving down the 
Borough, and observing the well lighted streets oi 
London ; 1 thought I should never be tired of 
looking at the shops, and the crowds of people 
passing and re-passing in the streets. The coach 
soon stopped at a coach-office in Wood Street^ 
Cheapside. Here I was much put out of my way 
by a roan asking me il I did not come from abroad; 
I said, " yes'' — "then, &ir," said he, " I have autho- 
rity to search your trunk." He appeared a re- 
spectable looking man, and was behind the coun- 
ter in the coach-office, so having no doubt he had 
a right to do so, I gave him my keys ; he examined 
the trunk, and pulled out a small crape shawl from 
the top, which I was bringing home for a lady, the 
friend of an officer's wife in India. I looked con- 
fused ; however, to my surprise, he said " weU, 
sir, if this is all, I will not seize it." 
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to aee at much of the fine sbopg — gai 
%hts, and hustling people, as possible that night, 
I ordered a porter to carry my trunk ; but where 
tOy I was at a loss to say. I at last thought of the. 
Northumberland, in the Strand, and ordered my 
trunk there. The porter went on his way with 
my baggage squared on his shoulders ; the trunk 
bad iron corners at each end, and il was fearful to 
see the careless unconcerned manner in which the 
fellow moved with it through crowded streets. 

Many a fine lady, with her hands in a mufiT, did 
he nearly upset. Their painted, patched faces, and 
sweet smiles bad no power in making him more care- 
ful ; and as we went along, the fellow was called all 
manner of bad names ; sometimes, atter knocking 
a person in the kennel, he would say '* have a care 
there." I was every moment in terror of an acci- 
dent ; at last he nearly knocked down an Irish 
gentleman, who immediately caught hold of him. 
and held his umbrella over his bead, and with a 
rather broad accent, said, " you infamous scoun- 
drel, 1 have been watching you for some time — by 
the Lord, I'll put you in the watch-house." I 
went forward arid interceded for my trunk not 
being sent with him. No person is so easily put 
in a passion, or so soon soothed by an apology, as 
an Irish gentleman. ** Oh ! sir," said he, " if the 
trunk is your's, I will not put you to the trouble 
to get another porter, although this man has be- 
haved very ill.'V 

In passing near St. Clement's church I recol- 
lected the house where my mother had lodged, 
when I got my commission. I thought I would 
knock there, and find out if the people were still 
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alive who kept it when I was last in England. 
The lady of the house, whose life some years ago, 
ni^as considered a bad one, had recovered her 
health ; her children, three fine little girls, were 
changed into pretty young lasses, and her only 
boy, that I had known in petticoats, was a smart 
bustling chap. 

The good woman was glad to see me, and al-* 
though a complete lodging letting person, seemed 
to feel great interest in all our family. She told 
^ me she had only one bed room not let, which I 
was welcome to occupy ; invited me down into 
the kitchen to take a cup of tea, where all her 
children crowded around me, with eyes of plea- 
sure and surprise, to see a person they had known, 
almost ^a little insignificant boy, now metamor- 
phosed into a sun-burnt soldier, and one who had 
come from foreign parts, had plenty of money, 
and a very handsome watch, chain, and seals. 

After telling the children as many little anec- 
dotes as I thought would amuse them, and paying 
the mother some compliments on the improved 
state of her health, and her apparently good cir- 
cumstances, 1 left with her mymoney, amounting 
to two hundred pounds, and ray watch, &c. being 
like every one on first entering London, very much 
on my guard against its rogues. I then walked 
out to inquire about my family, from the editor of 
one of the daily journals, an old and particular 
friend of ours ; I had the pleasure of meeting him 
well, and understood from him, that my mother, 
to whom I had written oJOf Plymouth^ directed 
me to call at a house in the Strand, and inquire 
for her. 
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I returned to my good landlady's that nigbt, 
and after chatting for some time, I proceeded up 
stairs to my bed ; unfortunately^ I omitted taking 
with me some person in the bouse to show me to 
it ; I went into the first floor bed-room, thinking 
nothing too good for me on arriving from India, 
with so much money. 

I quietly took off my boots, coat, &c. I wished 
to preserve a tolerable set of teeth, and to take as 
much care as possible of my appearance, now I 
had arrived once more in the land of beauty, I 
began brushing my teeth, and rubbing up my hair, 
and after smoothing my chin, and looking at myself « 
two or three times sideways in the glass, I put on 
my night cap, and wjalked deliberately towards the 
bed, the curtains of which I drew ; but what was 
my consternation at beholding a human form, in 
the shape of an old lady, with a handkerchief 
bound round one eye, callmg out, " O, my dear 
sir, my dear sir, you have mistaken the room.'' I : 
immediately snatched up all my habiliments, boots, 
&c. and hurried out, apolo^zing. When I had 
got all m\ person, but my head, outside the door, 
I turned towards tbe lad}, and said, 'H beg 
ten thousand pardons, my dear madam, for the 
mistake ; I a&sure you my intrusion was not pre- 
meditated." 

The next day I called on this lady, and begged 
her to excuse my inadvertenc}, in not having got 
some one to show me the proper hed room, the 
night before ; she desired me not to say any things 
more on the subject, as she had been sufficiently 
long in the world to know, that notwithstanding 
the greatest precaution, mbtakes will sometimes 
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occur ; and having^ understood that I was in the 
military profession, observed she was very fond of 
the army ; indeed, her poor dear father had been 
at the battle of Minden, and she asked me if I 
met him there. As she was upwards of eighty, it 
will be thought I replied with great truth, I had not 
the honour of being in the battle with her father, 
as it was rather before my ti«ne. 

I found on my return from India, seven years 
afterwards, the old lady in the best health, having 
quite recovered the use of her eye, and having, as 
usual, the perfect use of her tongue. She would 
never permit my going out, unless she perceived I 
was suitably dressed for visiting; she always 
waited up at night to hear my account of the din- 
ners I had partaken of; the number and quality of 
the dishes, and the names and dresses of the com- 
pany, and told me the mistake I made in coming 
into her bed -room, had induced her ever since to 
lock her door on going to her repose. 

The following: day I reported myself at the 
Horse Guards; I met there several old Indian ac- 
quaintances, many of whom, from having got 
clothes cut in the London fashion, seemed to sneer 
at my appearance, in a long ill-made blue frock, 
and Indian trousers. Being then sensibly alive to 
any thing like ridicule, 1 was induced to lose no 
. time in giving an order for some plain clothes, at 
a tailor's at Charing Cross. This fellow had lived 
some years ago in a very retired street, and ap- 
peared a plain decent tradesman, he was now 
changed into a corpulent, sleek, would-be gentle- 
man ; — he gratuitously told me he had got his son 
tent out to fill a very good civil situation at Ceylon ; 
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a little dirty boy I had frequently seen fightilL^^ 
and playing marbles in the street, with all sorts o/ 
rabble ; "and," said my friend, the tailor, "if you 
want any thing at the Horse Guards, I am your 
man ; mention my name, or indeed I would not 
mind giving you a letter to do your business.'' 

I declined availing myself of his interest, but 
was much surprised, after these professions, ocl 
the delivery of my clothes, to find the man who 
brought them say h^ had orders not to quit my 
house without the amount of the bill, fifteec^ 
pounds ; all my money, except a few pounds, 3^ 
had in bills ; I therefore walked with the man, an( 
offered an order to his master on my agent, bu 
the fellow said «' I will take no order on an arm; 
agent, as they sometimes fail — nothing will do bu 
the ready money." 1 paid him, at the same tirat 
observing that 1 was sure it was not by such con- 
duct he "had acquired his great friends and interes' 
at the Horse Guards. I have since found Messrs. 
Buckmaster and Fisher, to be the best fitters am 
the most accdmniodating military ' tailors ; as 
patronize them, 1 am sure the example will be fol-^ 
lowed by my brother subs. 

Agreeably to my mother's instructions, I called 
the following day at a house in the Strand, to in- 
quire for her ; I was shown up into a handsome 
drawing room ; 1 observed in it a grand piano, a 
harp, and a variety of the newest music. In a 
few minutes a finely grown, fashionably dressed 
young lady entered ; I inquired of her for my mo- 
ther, whom I said had directed me to call there. 
The lady informed me that my mother was well, 
and that she rather thought she would be soon in 
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•London ; she begged me to excuse her Tor a short 
time, and to amuse myself looking over her musiCy 
or with a book. In a few miautes I looked up on 
!)earing some one coming again into the room, and 
l)eheld| not the young lady, but my dear mother. 
The surprise and pleasure of the moment nearhr 
deprived me of utterance — my mother sobbed^ 
and held out her arms to rac ; but a further de* 
scription of our meeting may be unnecessary. 

The lady at whose house my mother was on a 
visit, was a kind and hospitable woman ; I was in- 
vited to dine there repeatedly, and I had the grati* 
fication of hearing her daughter play on the harp 
and piano ; I was then much struck with this young 
Jady's figure and manners, which take from the idea 
that is generally formed of a large woman being 
masculine. From her being the first pleasing 
young female I had bt^en introduced to, and from 
^oing with her to see the various lions of Londonj, 
and being constantly in her society,! felt a growing 
inclination towards her, and I have no doubt, but 
ibr some trifling misunderstanding, I should have 
had an opportunity of knowing more of her, and 
liking her better. 

From the moment of this misunderstanding, I 
can trace many of my subsequent misfortunes. 
I have thought frequently, had it pleased God to 
permit my marriage so immediately after my land- 
ing from India, I might have settled as a useful 
member of society. I recommend all parents to 
marry their sons as early in life as possible. Many 
may differ with me as to the propriety of doing so, 
from the prospect of such early marriages beiny: 
attended with larger families than may be con • 
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leiiieiit for a young maa, only beginniiig life, to 
support ; but I think, balancing the objections oft 
both sides, that early marriages are generally the 
least evil to the parties and to society 

But in all my attachments there has been some 
fatality that has ever prevented me from attaining 
the proper end of respectful attention to a female ; 
always ready to pay homage to beauty, I fear I 
want that patience and coolness, that the proprie- 
ties of life render necessary ; but vvith the most 
anxious desire to please, we often fail : and in 
taking matters easy, and not endeavouring to do 
so, we frequently succeed : in fact, no general 
rules can be laid down for making love ; for with 
every advantage of knowledge and circumspec- 
tion, it often happens that professed gallants do 
not succeed so well as others, who plod on in a 
common place way. 

With all my ardency of disposition, did I ob- 
serve the least inclination to slight me — was I en- 
couraged and smiled on one day,^nd treated as if 
I were pushing and forward the next, my pride 
would aid me to leave the greatest beauty without 
one pang of regret. Women ought not to treat 
all men alike ; many might be happy wives and 
mothers, had they studied seriously the good and 
enl dispositions of those who meant them every 
possible honour, but whom they, from whim, ridi- 
cule, or custom, treated with chilling and unne- 
cessary reserve on^ day, and with interesting at- 
tention and witchery another. 

In walking through Holbom I was stopped bj 
a gentleman putting his bands on my shoulders ; 
he could not speak, and seemed to hiave lost the 
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power of articulation. I looked in his fiicei 
i^hich ivas pale, and bespoke feelings much 
wrought on bj surprise — he ivas my father. 
2if ter be had a fittle recovered, he told me he had 
arrived Ihe previous day, and was much iatigued 
in endeavouring to find out where I was. I ac- 
companied him to h]0 lodgings to talk over past 
times, present plans, and future prospects. With 
the detail of those the reader may well dispense^ 
though there might be much therein to awaken hisi 
most pleasing sympathies ; for 

** Tit worth an age of wanderiDg to retuni, 
i To soula that atill can feel, to hearts that born, 

Tis more than worth a common life of pain, 
To hear the whisper, thou art mine again, 
To lee in eye« we love, the tear drop fill. 
With more of feeling, than the lip can tell." 



I 



'f 



92 



EECRUITING STATION. 



" Coiii««^irbo'll be t peeitdier 7 

The lifting monej down, 
Come beat away a royal march. 
Of nopoHreoni I come in seareb, 

Who eoward^ toeak 

When the tongues of war f peak, 
But of noble souls who death dare stand, 
jigainst the foes of old England." 



^•ita 



Aftcr gome time «peiit «t my father's and 
among a few friends in Ireland, I proceeded to a 
.large manufacturing town, where my letter of in- 
atructions directed me to be stationed. I did not 
feel myself comfortable when descending from the 
coach, and thinking there was not one person wxt 
of the amazing population of that town who knew 
me. It being a very cold night in January, I hur- 
ried to the parlour fire of the Star inn, and or* 
dering a glass of negus, I directed the waiter to 
call me one of the recruiting soldiers. A tall fel- 
low, likely to decoy young lads, entered, with a 
profusion of fine ribbons in his hat ; I requested 
him to take a note to the superintending officer, 
announcing my arrival. 

In an hour a Lieutenant was announced. , I 
never could get over a feeling of awkwardness, on 
coming lo take from a man a comfortable situation. 
He sat down, and while taking a glass of wine and 
water with me, told me, unless I was acquaint^ 
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iivith the details of the recruiting service, I should 
find it one difficult to manage. He had lived with' 
a cousin of bis for several months, who was so 
conversant with accounts, as to be quite 'an aUe 
assistant in conducting that part of the business 
for him. 

This Lieutenant was an indolent man ; he had 
been courting one of the manufacturer's daughters, 
whom he had just married ; the third day from 
that was appointed for my taking over the charge of 
the recruiting service. A great number of books 
and papers were placed before me, calculated to 
confuse a person on first entering an office ; but 
the Lieutenant's cousin ofiered to assist me, until 
I should know how to manage them myself. 

I saw my predecessor one evening at the house 
of a relation, with his wife, a small white faced girl 
— they were playing whist ; he was not a great 
proficient at the game, and made several mistakes ; 
I was much surprised to hear his little wife attack 
bim for being careless in not minding his play, add- 
ing, " recollect, it is my money you are losing," 
; The poor man bore this and other caustic remarks 
. with admirable temper, at length, he was rou^^ed 
by his wife asking what she had got by him. 
"What have you got by me, ma'am," he replied, 
starting ofi* his chair, and raising his tall thin per* 
son to its utmost elevation, <' why you have got a 
man six feet high, with black whiskers, and what 
more could a little woman wish for." 

I had some trouble in getting lodgings in this 
town— <** apartments to let," at a window, caught 
nsf eye, and I knocked at the door, when the 
owner of the house showed me through it ; as I 
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wished to have a yard for the purpose of patting 
my standard in, I said in a kind of soliloquy, ** oh f 
this yard will never do to measure my men.'' The 
good woman, I fancy, took me for a military tailor, 
she immediately replied, *^ oh, sir, my husband 
does not wish to have another tsdlor in the house, 
for two of a trade never agree.'' 

At length I got a sitting room, a bed room, and 
the use of a kitchen, with permission to put up mj 
standard in the yard. My landlady was an ailing 
old woman, and as her eyes were bad, she could 
neither read nor work, and had little to amuse or 
interest her. When, therefore, I was not employ- 
ed with my recruits, or otherwise, 1 used to try to 
keep up her spirits by telling her enery little amus- 
ing anecdote I could recollect, to each of which 
she used to say ** dear a roe, dear a me." 

When I left my lodgings in the morning I gave 
her instructions as to taking the name and business 
^ of any person who might call during my absence. 
The old lady said she could never recollect my 
name, and as it is a very hard one, to assist her 
memory, I gave her each day, on going out, one of 
my cards, which she always mislaid, so that her 
negligence stood me in something. 

I was about proceeding by an early coach to 
visit one of my detached stations, and 1 felt much 
the kindness of the old lady, who got up at five 
o^clock on a raw cold morning to prepare me 
some elder wine ; her daughter prevailed on her 
to take another house, where I paid her a visit a 
few weeks afterwards, and she was then dying. 
She said to me, *' ah ! my dear sir, I have never 
been well since I moved from the house, in which 
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you lodged widi ne — your droll stories did me a 
world of good ; but now I am too far gone for 
anything to better me." 

I spplied to my Depot for a soldier to be sent to 
attend nie as a servant, while on the recruiting ser- 
vice. In a few weeks I bad a yoiing Irishman 
sent me ; he had not long been enlisted, and did 
not know how to make himself very useful, so that 
for six months I fored rather imeomfortably, the 
manner of my servant's cooking mj beef-steak 
and mutton chops were seldom very tempting ; 
but I was no epicure, and 1 never recollect finding 
faolt with any description of dinner. 

Benjamin had one very bad habit, which was 
that of wearing my clothes, shirts, &c. I met him 
one day, on returning from a detached station 
rather sooner than he expected, strutting in the 
principal street with my new blue coat and gloves 
on. I immediately attacked him for bis piece of 
insolence, ^< Oh dear," said the fellow, <''I have had 
such a bad pain in my stomach, that I wished to 
be as warm as possible." 1 sent him to the guard 
room to make him cool. The fellow one mom* 
JDg gave me a dose of salts, observing at the time, 
" ah then, I don't grudge it you." 

But I must not omit stating some of his good 
traits. I gave him one night money to go to the 
theatre, and on getting up in the morning, I ob- 
served the «ash on my dreesing table ; 1 asked 
him where it came from. «* Sir," said he, " I did 
not feel well enough to go to the play, and as you 
did not give me the money for any other purpose, 
I have left it on the table." I had directed him, 
while he was in my service, not to receive vails. 
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A gentleman who supped with me, told me in a 
day or two afterwards, 1 bad a verj romantic ser- 
vant, " for," said he, *• I cffered him half-a-crown 
the other night, and he refused it." I felt that 
Benjamin and myself kept house so badly, I was 
glad to make any change, which I thought must 
be for the better, but which eventually turned out 
much the reverse. 

The cousin of the Lieutenant whom I relieved, 
had all the recruiting papers in his house oa my 
arrival, and as he offered me his services, which 
were yery acceptable, until I became acquainted 
with the business, I each day read and answered 
my official letters, inspected my newly examined 
recruits, and transacted all other business at bis 
house. I offered repeatedly to relieve him from 
the bustle he was in on my account, as I felt re- 
luctant to receive assistance froo) a stranger, with- 
out any means of returning his kindness ; but as 
he did not particularly wish me to remove my pa- 
pers and business from his house, and as he under- 
stood all the official details so accurately, I left 
things to go on as (hey had been. 

This gentleman was formerly a cashier in a bank, 
which he retired from. He had about three hun- 
dred pounds a year in the neighbourhood, but he 
was without sufficient employment, and having 
once made himself thoroughly master of the mili- 
tary accounts connected with die recruiting service, 
it became a source of amusement to him, which 
although he did not say so, he would have been 
sorry to give up ; and I am sure this instance of the 
wish to have something to do, will show the xreat 
necessity there is (leaving emolument oiit of the 
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question) for every person to be brought up to some 
profession or business. 

As I could not offer him any yearly sum for his 
service, I began to consider in what way I could* 
return his kindness; and the most ready method 
that struck me ivas, to propose joining him in the 
expenses of his establishment, which I believed to 
be on a very economical scale. One day, there- 
fore, I said to him, that if it was agreeable, and my 
finances were equal to it, i should be happy to join 
him in the expenses of house-keeping; tod as 
** short accounts made long friends,** we would 
settle them each month. He replied this proposi- 
tion was very accept^le, and that my income, 
which I had mentioned to be merely derived from 
my pay and situation, would be much more than 
'sudficient to cover half the expenses, leaving me 
enough for clothes and pocket money. On this 
assurance ( moved to his nousR' 

After an hour*s business ea<ih day, I had lirtle or 
nothing to employ myself with« «»rppt visiting the 
reading room, and going frequently to a billiard 
table. It is almost trite to observe the society you 
get into in any place, depends on your mtroduction. 
I brought no letters with me, and had I, there were 
very few people out of business in the town, that 
had leisure to pay or receive visits. My society, 
was, therefore, confined to the acquaintances of 
the before-mentioned gentleman, and some others, 
whom I accidentally became known to ; many of 
his old friends used to drop in, among whom was 
a stout old fellow, worth a considerable eilm of 
money. He was agent for several extensive pro- 
perties in the neighbourhood, and by bis own, and 
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his wife's saving disposition, be had amassed about „ 
forty thousand pounds. \ 

V\ hen this person favoured us with a virit, be 
alv^ays took bis bottle of port. I think he gave ub 
the pleasure of his company twice a week, but I 
never recollect dining at his expense, although I 
have certainly, in my walks, called on him ; and 
his wife used to regale me with some homemade 
wine, as she and her husband always went abroad 
for foreign. This man said he would ride with me 
one day, to one of my detached stations ; as he was 
agent for most of the landed property about there, 
I was glad of such a companion on the road ; the 
next morning early we set out. I passed free 
through the turnpikes, being in regimentals, and 
telling the toll keeper the particular duty on which 
I was ; my companion asked n>e if he could not 
get tree also, by passing as my servant. 

1 mskAp. several attempts to make, as I thought, 
due acknowledgments lor any little attention that 
Quasi paid m^. by calling at the dlBrjirnt huuses uf 
the people I knew, but it uras in vain expecting to 
go at an hour they were likely to be seen; they 
were either sitting down to dinner — at dinner — or 
just done, and sometimes you were walked into a 
room fulL of worthy people drinking their wine, 
'' The Captain,** a misnomer frequently made use 
of in my instance, was invited to take a glass, and 
by way of being sociable and agreeable I did so, 
and went to my own dinner with a feeling of stupor 
and heaviness. I have more than once drank two, 
by way of being accommodating, an hour or more 
before I dined, that is when I lived by myself; but 
I never regretted any little sacrifice of this kind. 
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I must confess, that it struck me as impossible 
for people to live in a more voluptuous way, than 
the manufacturers; they breakmsted about eight 
o*clock, which was a very substantial meal, having 
generally pork pies, hams, cold beef, and mutton^ 
on the table — lunch about eleven, and dine at half- 
past one or two-^rink tea at half-past four or five» 
with which ihej take a sausage or some grilled 
ham, and close their daily refreshments with a hot 
supper at eight. This method of living prevents 
them from shining as great geniuses, but they are 
tolerably diligent in their counting houses ; and in 
no town in England is money so profusely spent. 

I was introduced to the members of a tripe club, 

consisting of the principd municipal officers of the 

town ; 1 was much amused by the over-strained 

politeness of these gentlemen to each other. On a 

very large dish of the above delicacy being put on 

the table, the gentlemen of the club commenced, 

with avidity, their attack on it ; but fearing lest he 

might be considered paying more attention to the 

tripe, than to his assistants in office, with a view of 

giving a good example, the mayor said to the eldest 

of his colleagues,. •* I am 'sorry, sir, to observe you 

have neither pepper, salt, vinegar, or mustard — will 

you allow me particularly to call your attention to 

those grand additions to that dish, which we have 

amicably met here to destroy.*' *• I thank your 

worship for your great solicitude about my appetite 

being properly indulged. I acknowledge, with 

gratitude, your hint and advice, which, as in all 

other matters, I most readily adopt —allow me, in 

return, to recommend you to try a little blue-ruio, 

to allay any unpleasant sensation from disagreeaide 

distentions in your worship's stomach/' 
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There are most excellent pubiic ball rooms at 
(his town; and balk are held once a month indie 
wmter, on the King's birth daj, and during the 
races. Having been sometime out of the way o{.. 
learning those accomplishments, which enable i 
young man to play his part well in society — I wil 
not a three bottle man ; i could not play whist weDi , 
nor did I dance quadrilles, or sport a TPxy splendid 
crop of curls ; neither did 1 put on my neckcloth 
with the smooth fold then in fashion ; I therefore* 
thought it right, with the view of making a tolera* 
ble figure at the ball, which was to celebrate the 
coronation, to take instructions at a grown-up 
dancing school. In due execution of this plan for 
acquiring the profound science of quadrilling, I 
walked out on a wet evening to commence my 
education, with my dancing shoes wrapt up in a 
piece of paper, under my man Benjamin's arm. 

On my arrival I was much amused with the 
Tommy good-child appearance of a dozen adult 
pupils, of from forty to forty-five — whose appear- 
ance strongly indicated that they had done ample 
justice to the pork pies and other luxuries of the 
table. They came quite in daOjcing trim, having 
on blue coats, nankeen trousers, ^k stockings, thin 
shoes, and new kid gloves. They gave their re- 
spective hands to the dancing master, with an air 
of juvenile docility, perfectly edifying. At length 
it came to my turn to exhibit, but my careless Ben- 
jamin had lost one of my shoes, so that 1 did not 
receive the full benefit of the six lessons 1 paid for ; 
however, after much practice, with the chair as a 
partner, in my lodgings, I conceived myself a first- 
rtte dancer. 
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I had ordered a full military ball dress, and had 
been introduced to a young lady, who 1 under- 
stood danced the Lancers, and with whom I 
thought I should be able to show off. But a few 
days before the ball took place, I was invited to 
join a party io go a few miles in the country, to 
dine and play bowls. We were to meet at a place . 
appointed. I desired Benjamin to procure me 
the best hack horse in the town, and he succeeded 
in getting me a runaway, broken down blood. 

After being booted, spurred, &c. I leaped on 
my charger, and soon arrived at the place of des- 
tination, where I saw every preparation made for 
a large cavalcade— carriages, gigs, and saddle 
horses, were at the door, I entered the house in 
great spirits, fancying myself, to make use of a 
slang phrase, a very good bit of stuff. Some of 
the gentlemen in the drawing room were laughing 
at a story I had just been telling them, so that I 
did not at first perceive all the company that were 
in the room. At length, on sitting down, I observed 
behind the drawing room door, which Was wide 
open, a beautifq) young woman. She was in deep 
widow's mourning, having lost her husband ten » 
months before; t)e died four months after their mar-* 
riage, having broken a blood vessel in the night. 

On seeing the lady I immediately checked my 
tone of gayety, for however lively in disposition 
we may be, if We find there is any one m com- 
pany whom a display of our mirthful feelings may 
hurt, it is well to suppress them. But I must not 
arrogate more merit on this occasion for my self- 
denial than I deserve. I conceived her the most 
lovely creature I had ever beheld, and I wished to 
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adopt any manner that might be likely to recom- 
men^l me to her gooJ graces. The party bdii(; 
all met we proceeded on our journey, at the ead 
of which we arrived, as well as at the end of our 
dinner, without any occurrence worth noticing. 

On getting up from the table I felt I had taken 
more wine than I could well manage ; and from 
my horse being well fed, and having his head to- 
wards home, we were both in capital spirits. I 
rode beside one of the carriages, which contuned' 
the fair portion of our party, and one of the la- 
dies in it happening to inquire about her husband, 
who she thought had ridden on, I considered I 
was bound to ride forward to look for and bring 
hiro to her ; I therefore gave the spur, and my 
horse, indignant at my doubt of his real ability, 
sprang forward with the most terrifying velocity 
down a very steep bill ; the stirrups were too long, 
so that I lost my hold on them, and merely de- 
pended on sticking well by my knees. 

Afler riding upwards of a mile in this perilous 
way, I met a fat Cheshire farmer, who was going 
at a jog trot along the road, my horse came in 
contact with his, and although he carried more 
weight than mine, yet from descending the hill at 
full gallop, he could not get over the shock, the 
rkfer was flung out of his saddle, and 1 was in 
such an involuntary hurry as to be unable to apolo- 
gize for this breach of courtesy ; at length I saw 
an end to this long road, by a large handsome 
house, with a number of steps at the bottom of it; 
the road then shaped off at a right angle. I saw 
if I attempted to turn sharp at the rate I was 
. going, the tK>rse must fall on his side with me under 
him, or perhaps meet some conveyance, that from 
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not being able to get out of. the way of, might kiQ 
us both ; I therefore, at once, rode with all possi- 
ble speed towards the steps of the large house ; the 
horse made a spring half way up them, and fell 
with my leg under him ; from an immensely thick 
boot, and a short leu, my life was m^st probably 
saved ; my ancle was, however, violently sprained. 
Crowds of people ran towards me ; they all thought 
vViyleg was broken ; I thought so too, from having 
no feeling in it, owing to the violence of the 
^hock. * 

At length the carriagea eame up, and I heard 
ihe ladies inquire who it was that was hurt ; one 
of them on b«taring it was a Lieutenant, said, 
**dear madam, is it not lucky that it was not your 
husband.** It being impossible that I could ride 
home, as in addition to my misfortune, the horse 
was almost dying, it was proposed I should go in 
the carriage with the interesting widow. She ap- 
pearing to take great compassion on roe, made the 
pain swiftly fly from my leg to my heart I very 
gallantly attributed my mishap to a rute de guerre 
to get into the carnage with her. I was confined 
to my couch for a few days, and only got off from 
ft the day before the ball, to walk to the tailors, to 
try on my new military dress. The next morning 
early I was called up to keep the ground for the 
military to fire hjeu dejaU. 

I directed a hackney coach to be in attendance* 
at night to convey me to the public rooms. The 
ball went off stupidly ; I never was less interested 
or amused in my life. On coming out of the as- 
aembly room I could perceive clusters of ten or a 
A)zen together, and on inquiring an ezplanatkm of 
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this from a friend who knew the people, he io\A 
me it was not the custom of the hundred thousand 
pound man to be intimate with the fifty thousand 
pounder ; nor the fifty with the thirty, and that 
money, not birth, manners, or information made 
the distinction among them. Not being under tho 
protection of any of the cotton spinners who at- 
tended the balls, I used to go there by ntyself. I 
did not often feel much at my ease, on being stared 
at by these purse-proud people. 

The master of the ceremonies, as a matter of 
course, asked me if I wished to dance ; as our 
regiment dance, 1 said, '^ I shall be most happy.'' 
** Will you select a partner, or shall I introduce 
you to one ?" said bp. 1 was unacquainted in the 
room, and begged him to assist me to one. He 
then desired me to look round and say what lady 
I would prefer. Accordingly I requested to be 
introduced to a young lady I bad often seen in 
church of a Sunday, and whose white teeth and 
black eyes were unriralled. 

On my wishes being made known to her, she 
bowed assent and got up ; we danced a country 
dance and a quadrille together, but all my attempts 
at small talk failed to draw her out. 1 said there 
was a delightful spring in the floor ; ^' yes, there 
is,'' she answered. 1 waited a considerable time 
for her to say something ; at last I ventured to re* 
mark the harp was an excellent accompaniment 
to the violins. " Yes, it is," was the answer. AU 
my attempts failmg to get her to talk, I had almost 
a mind to ask her if she could swim, but 1 never 
troubled myself to look at her again in church, or 
any wbmro else. My next partner was plain, bu|L 
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SO lady-like, and the tones of ber voice so soft — 
so irresistible, tbat I regretted when our dance was 
over. 

Before tbere was any master of ceremonies at 
these balls, a regiment of dragoons were stationed 
in the town ; on one of the assembly nights, some 
of the joung officers who had sat rather late at 
mess, came to the ball about twelve o^clock ; with 
the confidence which wine gives, they asked some 
of the ladies to dance, without any introduction. 
Their appointments and manner were sufficiently, 
dazzling, to excuse a departure from the usual eti- 
quette, by the ladies whose hands they solicited. 
The officers took their partners to the head of 
the dance ; the ladies of the place who were not 
dancing with them, considering they had a right to 
precedence, took the upper places. The officers 
requested them, by the titles of Duchess of Fus- 
tian. Marchioness of Gingham, Countess of Cot- 
ton Bags, my Lady Corduroy, Dowager Vel- 
veteen, to allow them to be handed to their proper 
places, lower down. 

I called in a few days after recovering from the 
effects of my fall, at the house of the young widow. 
I was invited tp drink tea in the evening, and I did 
my utmost to restore her spirits. She lived with 
her sister, who was married to an attorney (this 
was one of the houses where 1 used to drink tea 
before 1 dined). As I did not like to intrude on 
the sorrows of the lady, by conversing with her 
more than might be agreeable, I generally com- 
municated to her sister any little anecdote which I 
thought might please her. After seeing her in a 
very desponding way for several days, I wasgrati 
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fied at bearing her laugh heartily at the condusioB 
of a little story I told oi an old Scotch woman, who 
in crossing the borders of a Sunday, came to a 
church, which she entered during the recital of 
the litany. She walked up the susle, looking 
about her, and thinking the clergyman's supplica- 
tion of the <' Lord have mercy upon us," and the 
clerk's response of, *^ have mercy upon us," was 
owing to her appearance there, she prompdy and 
pettishly answered, <' awee), the Laird have mercy 
upon ye again ; did you never see an auld woman 
in a red cloak afore." 

From seeing the widow frequently, I gradually 
began to feel she occupied a principal part of my 
thoughts. Having called at her mother's, who 
lived at some distance from the town, we walked 
together, a conversation took place, which led to 
a correspondence ; I conceived I had every 
reason to be satisfied with the prospect before me, 
of possessing a young and lovely woman, with a 
good disposition and a. moderate fortune. Our 
vows were interchanged ; she accepted from me 
one ring, as a pledge of her taking another. 

I was requested by a gentleman living in the 
neighbourhood, to stand godfather for his little son, 
the widow consented to be the godmother ; and 
after the christening we met at dinner, at the bouse 
of the father of the child. At this party were a 
lady and gentleman just arrived from Gretna 
Green. The lady was heiress to twenty-three 
thousand pounds, thirteen of which she drew on 
returning from the excursion, and ten of which she 
was to receive on coming of age. She had been 
at school with her husband's sister in the town, and 
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she went, for the purpose of being finished, to 
London. On tier return to spend the vacation, 
she was invited to pass the dav with her old school 
companion, where she met her future husband. 
A little dance was got up, but the party, with the 
exception of the gentleman, a young brushmaker, 
were all ladies, he therefore brushed up to the lady, 
now his wife, and danced with her all the evening ; 
the night turning out wet, he accompanied her 
homfe in a hackney coach ; it was then the plan 
for eloping was laid : he went that night to the 
lodgings of a friepd, and requested he would b^ 
ready the next day with a coach, and two of the 
best horses he could procure ; he was to drive up 
and down on the adjacent road, until he perceived 
him walking with a young lady, and on the sign 
of his holding up his hand the carriage was to 
draw up. This plan was put into execution the 
following day. The young lady walked out with 
the partner of her flight, who saw the vehicle at 
the place appointed ; he held up his hand, the ^ 
coach came up, into it the happy pair got, and off 
they drove to the next stage, where they had post 
horses, and dashed forward to Gretna Green. The 
brushmaker seemed henpecked ; he looked sly and 
happy, but did not venture to contradict his wife, 
during our party. She was a fine bold mannered 
girl. 

Several letters had passed between the widow 
and myself, but owing to the cautiousness of her 
brother-in-law, the attorney, and as she was 
extremely nervous, frequently talking: of having 
ominous dreams, our marriage was delayed for 
several months ; ht length she consented to become 
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in J wife, and most of the ladies of my acquaintance 
in the town called on her. She appointed a time 
to return their visits in my company, and desired 
me to call on her at twelve o'clock the following 
day to do so. At this hour, I was at her door, but 
as her clock was half an hour too fast, she was 
dressed, and ready to go out at half -past eleven. 
Just as she lefl the house, 1 called ; I waited some 
time, and as she did not return, I conceived the 
ladies to whom we were to make our visits, would 
be waiting at home. I thought it right to go to 
some of the most particular, and tell them that 
the lady was not very well, and that she would 
take another opportunity of calling on them. 

On my return I found she had come home ; she 
reproached me for keeping her waiting; I of course 
explained that I had been there according to my 
appointment : she offered to go with me then, 
which I objected to, having made an apology for 
her not calling that day.; she then named another 
day, but she got unwell, and made several excuses 
for not going in m) company. 

I had invited a number of her relations and 
friends to come to a supper one evening, which 
she promised to honour with her presence, but on 
this evening she was suddenly called away, to see 
a sister who was reported to be dangerously ill. 
Having heard that she was extremely unwell with 
a tooth-ache, 1 called to inquire how she was ; 
what was my astonishment on asking after her 
health, to receive in reply, " what does my health 
signify to you, sir V^ I looked at her with amaze- 
ment, and said, << conceiving the terms we were 
then on, I could not be uninterested about her 
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health.^' She suddenly left the room, brought me 
^own the ring which I gave her, and threw it into 
mj hat, saying, ** I wish, sir, all future visits and 
correspondence to cease." I left her more in 
sorrow than in anger, and we separated now for 
ever. Yet 



'* Otttn tbe lovers that bowed to her chain, 
Flung off her fetters, but clasped them again. 
Vain was the vow to forsake or forget, 
A look brought them back to that dear coquette." 



I understood she has since left the neighbour** 
hood, having changed her name, and that she had 
not afterwards been heard of. It may be thought 
by all these confessions, I was more than,' com- 
monly susceptible, or that 1 

" Could sigh, yet feel no pain ; 

Weep, ]fetknow not why. i- ' 

Sport an hour at beauty's chain, 

Then throw it idly by. 
Bend the knee at every shrine, 
Yet lay tbe heart at none." 

but indeed my impressions were never so slight, 
and meant more than common homage to theses. 
1 applied constantly to the gentleman in whose 
house I lived, for a settlement of our monthly ac- 
counts, but I always received some evasive 
answer. I was about this time transferred to the 
Irish recmiting establishment. 1 pressed him 
particularly to come to some settlement without 
effect ; but he said he had not then time, and that 
he would send me tbe acounts to Ireland. He 
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said he would pay a small tailor's bill in the town 
for me, which he never did, and I gave hlon six- 
teen pounds to pay in another quarter, which he 
failed in doing. So much for having any thing to 
say to people you know little or nothing about 

Acting with a delicate and gentlemanly for- 
bearance, where firmness is absolutely necessary, 
is a fault too many young military men fall into. 
I got through my money in this voluptuous gut- 
tling town, in a way less satisfactory to me than 
ever I spent money in my life. 1 can never 
look back to my sojourn there, without the most 
bitter feelings of regret, from having allowed my- 
self tp enter into many pursuits that on reflection 
1 much disapproved of. 

Almost unknown to himself, a friend of mine, 
obtained the regard of an unsophisticated being, 
when seeking for the love of another. She 
attended him during a long illness, and he rewarded 
her on his recovery, for giving him her affection, 
owing to the good offices required at her hands, by 
contributing to her dishonour. Appearances soon 
spoke too plainly that she had stooped to folly ; 
she appealed to him to know where she was to 
hide herself — what she was to do— he was young 
and giddy, and never considered then, the proba- 
ble termination of thoughtless conduct 

The order arrived tor his proceeding abroad. 
Ellen took leave of him a few days prior to bis 
march, having received an invitation to be pre- 
sent at the wedding ot two sisters. He told me 
the morning the young creature bade him farewell, 
with the hope and entreaty he would not leave 
England until her return, she wept over hini. 
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irrayed in most tasteful and seldom worn habili- 
ments, for the purpose of contributing, by her 
appearance, to the eclat of her sister^s wedding. 
What feelings must have been hers, when con-, 
trasting, their prospects of worldly honour and ad« 
vantage with her own. 
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IRELAND. 



^ Be assured, my friend, *tis the finest country in the world to 
li?e— out of.** 

'* The best point aboat Ireland is, that during three fourths of 
the year, the wind is fair forgoing to England." 



My humble experience, such as it has been, 
would go most strongly to falsify those assertions ; 
for never did time pass more agreeably than that 
which I spent in Ireland. On goin^ to the 
recruiting station there, which I had been ap- 
pointed to, 1 r»^lieved a very worthy man, a Lieu-, 
tenant, whose friends resided near the station to 
which 1 went. He had been three years on the 
recruitin*^ service, and was very much esteemed. 

I was determined now to do all my own busi- 
ness, and I soon got into the method of keeping my 
accounts, from which I obtained both employment 
and satisfaction. I was tolerably successful, aiod 
got the best description of young men; they 
generally were stout country lads, and were tall 
and better looking than the peasantry in other 
parts of Ireland. 

A regiment of infantry was quartered here, and 
a troop of dragoons, commanded by a very lively, 
gentlemanly young man ; we became intimate 
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quaintances were so obliging as to make up 
small parties for me, by wtnch I bad an opportu- 
nity of personally taking leare of most of my 
friends. I returned from one of tbem at twelve 
o'clock, and bad only been in bed three hours, 
when I was called to an early breakfast, prerious 
to my taking the coach, to proceed to London. I 
felt quite softened at the affectionately mournful 
feelings manifested by all my beloTcd relations. 
I took an outside place for town. 

The gentleman whom I sat next to, was brother 
to a Captain in the Company's service, whom I 
had known in India. Hu name was as much 
like mine in sound as could be, and on my getting 
to India, it was singular that the first native servant 
I hired, had just returned from Burmah, where 
my fellow-passenger's brother bad died of a fever, 
and whom he attended. From the similarity of 
our names, news were brought to my relations 
that it was I who had died. 

When getting near Blackwater, some of our 
passengers were talking of Wear> who had been 
lately murdered. The coachman told me I then 
aat in the very place he had occupied a few days 
before his death. As we passed through Egham, 
a young man who sat next to me, smelt so ofien* 
sively of gjn, that I was obliged to turn my head 
from him. While the coach was going on, in at- 
tempting to jump off, one of his legs caught in the 
wheel, by which means he was thrown down, and 
the wheels passed over his body. We carried 
him, lifeless, to a house close by,, out of which 
came a very respectable looking elderly woman, 
Us mother, and her scream of miser}', on seeing 
him, made me think how necessary it is, not only 
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joung lady, bridltBg up replied, ^Noisir— *wby 
should you askt^' ^ Because Teddy OljaughliB, 
ot oun, bolts them like peas/' 

I experienced the greatest hospitality and Irind* 
ness from most of the inhabitants of this neq;fa» . 
bourbood. When invited to dine, perhaps a imle 
or two from the town, I was directed to put my 
night cap in my pocket ; which means you spend 
tw« or three days with u»; and I frequently met 
several young people visiting at these houses* I 
was sometimes accompanied by one of the officers 
of the — — regiment ; nothing could exceed ttie 
delight of the young ladies at our driving tandem 
up the lawns. 

Two or three days were generally devoted to 
various kinds of amusement, for instance, mimicing 
the peculiar dancing of people we saw at the public 
balls. I exhibited some Indian jagglmg, which 
made the servants quite afraid of me. The only 
objection to going out often was the abominable 
custom of paying for your cards and giving vails 
to the servants. A predecessor of mine on the 
recruiting service, hit upon an expedient to enable 
him to discontinue this inconvenient custom. He 
was invited out very frequently to dinner; at one 
of these parties the gentleman of the house asked 
him if he had been successful on the recruiting 
service. The Lieutenant said, on coming to the 
neighbourhood at first he was not, but latterly he 
had been extremely so. << And, pray, to what do 
you attribute the change," inquired his host. 
" Why,'* said the Lieutenant, " you know it is the 
custom in Ireland, whenever you dine out, to give 
the servants half a crown or po^ and as I dine out 
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fery often, I generally give the butler and noom 
half a crown each ; and 'send my sergeant^ the 
morning for them, and as I am asked out fre. 
quendy, I find no difficulty in obtaining recruita.'' 

The servants looked significaotH at each other 
during this conversation, and when the part> broke 
up, and the recruiting officer was about to take 
his leave, be offered half a crown to the butler, 
aaying, ^* here John, is something for the trouble 
you have had in finding my cap ;^' John drew back 
and made a bow, saying ^^Oh, no, yourboDOur, I 
don't wish to go into the army." Bamy the 
groom, when he brought the Lieutenant's horse, 
on being offered money for his trouble in rubbing 
him down, declined taking any recompense from 
his honour on the same grounds. 

I took a fumbhed house at this place, and as I 
heard my mother had not been well, I wrote to her 
to come over and remain until I was relieved. She 
took me at my word, and aiirived, accompanied by 
my youngest sister. 

I was much amused by hearing a kind of a 
wrangle between my servant Benjamin and my 
landlady. The fellow was by no means a slave to 
truth, foi*, I believe, with the view of puffing roe 
off to the greatest advantage, he would go into 
the differeoft pubiic-houses of the place, and say I 
was a gentleman, of large fortune, and that there 
was not such another master or man in the unii- 
verse. He used, when he got me to bed of an 
evening, put on a suit of my clothes, swagger into 
the town, and pass himself off as a very gentle- 
muily agreeable fellow. 

Among other lies, he told my landlady, that my 
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fa&er, whom he had never seen, was a Lieutenant 
Colonel, commanding iii the town where I lived, 
and that my mother was a very tall, thin, genteel 
lady. Unfortunately for his veracity, it turned 
out to be altogether different from his description ^ 
except that I hope she is genteel. She is very 
short and stout. The landlady said, <<why, Ben- 
jamin, you told me your master's mother was tall 
and thin.'' He was never at a loss, ^'Oh, dear 
me," said he, ^* the good lady has grown so very 
stout, which makes her appear short." 

I was now most comfortably circumstanced ; I 
had a nice little bouse, and most friendly neigh- 
bours; there was plenty of shooting adjacent, and 
we had an extensive lake to boat or fish in. The 
officers quartered in the town were sociable and 
friendly, and I was on excellent terms with all of 
them, except their Colonel, whose quarters joining 
those of a young officer, where I spent an evening, 
we were rather too jioisy, imitating cats so well ■ 
that the Lieutenant told me in the morning we had ^ 
frightened two mice into convulsions ; and singing i 
songs in too elevated a tone tor the gentle nerves J 
of the Colonel. I was invited to sing the steaqa^ J 
boat song, " Oh what a row." 

(n the morning the Colonel sent for me, and '| 
picked some German quarrel on a point of duty ; ; 
how we could clash in this way I was at a loss tp 
imagihe. The Colonel told me i was to consider 
myself under his command ; and it was his orders / 
that I never went out of my quarters unless ia [ 
regimentals, and to report to him in writing when^* . 
ever I left, or returned to the town This I declined 
loing, until I had advice on the subject from the^ 
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inspecting field officer of the district, whom I con* 
adered my Coiimianding Officer. But as authorily 
sinst be supported, the ColonePs reference on the 
subject to Head Quarters was favourably attended 
tOj and whenevei I visited any of my detached 
stations, or returned from rheni, I used, instead of 
transmitting to the Morning Post or Fashionable 
I World, the account of my departure and arrival, 
send it to the Colonel. The only draw-back to 
ny comfort on the recruiting service here, was the 
immense distance I had to go twice a month, to 
my out stations, one of which was thirty-two Irish 
miles off. 

The roads in some parts of Ireland are ex- 
tremely bad, and there are few sign posts or mile 
stones to direct the travellers. One day that I 
had set off for an out-station, I was much annoyed 
Bt not having con»e further than I imagined I had. 
I asked a man, who was breaking stones at the 

side of the road, how far I was from ^ he 

said twenty miles. I thought it was only fifteen. 
**Why,*' said I, "these Irish miles are very 
long." " Och !'' replied he, ** and in troth your 
honour, and that 's true, but then they are uncom- 
mon narrow.'' 

I generally found employment with my recruit- 
ii^ busmeill until two o'clock, when I walked or 
lode out. • Upon one occasion, while drilling 
some raw recruits, the officer called out, " Heads 
«p, my boys — Sergeant McLaughlin, knock that 
awkward recruit down." « Yes, plase your ho- 
nour," replied the Sergeant ; and taking it fai jts 
fitenl sense, actually laid the poor Miow pros- 
tiiMe ; after which, recovering his pike, aid re- 
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spectfaUjapproecbiDgtheofficer, said, ^^Plafeyonr 
honour, shall I knock any other man down ?^ **No»" 
replied the officer, *<you are too obedient, Sergeant 
McLaughlin ;" '' yes, plase your honour," said the 
Sergeant. 

The coach started each day for Dublin at two 
o'clock. It was usuall} surrounded by all the beg- 
gars of the vicinity, and it is generally the cus- 
tom for travellers to distribute some pence among 
them. One day I beard a couple of these people 
comforting each other with the fine prospect be- 
fore them ; one of them saying, with a sigh, << Ay, 
Molly, isn't it lucky, two Captains going away on 
the same day." 

At length, my ofder arrived for joining the 
depot. The inspecting field officer obtained me 
leave of absence for two months to enable me to 
see my friends ; I was therefore obliged to sacri- 
fice all my domestic comforts, such, is the uncer- 
tainty of a military life, and to hastily pack up 
and proceed to Dublin. On arriving there, I met 
in the street my brother Richard, who, with the 

!;ood commons in college, had grown quite a huge 
ellow. I remained a day or two with him, and 
then crossed with my mother and sister to our 
town. As I was getting out of the packet, I had 
a very narrow escape of breaking in^ leg, by its 
getting between the metal 8winging%t fhe side of 
the ship, and the boat which came alongside, whe& 
the heavy sea, forcing it up, would have smashed 
my leg, bad it not been providentially extricated 
by a young seaman. 

We soon made our way to the parsonage, and 
were received by all the members of the family 
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with their usual affection. On my return this fv 
time, I could perceive a great change had taken ' - 
place in the opinions of our neighbours, on the 
subject of religion, as they did not think it con- 
sistent with their new professions of piety to attend 
routs and card parties, and as sonoe of noy family 
had changed their ideas on this important subject, 
I did not receive many invitations to go from home. 
I had therefoie opportunities of seeing the sur- 
rounding country in the company of a most de- 
lightful family, who were then visiting our water- 
ing place. 
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SECOND VISIT TO INDIA. 



'* So loth we pirt from tboM we Iotc, 
From aJl the ties that bind lu, 
So turn our hearts wherever we roTe, 
To those we leave behind us." 



» 



On the earnest entreaty of my friends, I was in- 
duced to solicit another month's leave of ab- 
sence, to remain with them. I obtained it, but 
was directed, on its termination, to join the depot, 
for the purpose of proceeding to India the follow- 
ing year. As my health had suffered considerably 
when there, my too anxious friends solicited a 
company by purchase for me on half*pay. We 
received an answer, saying I was noted for pro- 
motion, but as there were many ofiSceoK of prior 
date entitled to it, I could not expect retj early 
success. I therefore made up my mind to obey 
orders, and to proceed again to India. 

Each member of my family wrote me a parting 
address, some of which I transcribe* 
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''^ To William^ on his leami^ home to join hU regl* 
ment m the East Indies. 

BY HIS AFFECTIONATE MOTHER." 



" Farewell, my child ! may beaten for ever shed 
Its brightest rays upon thy youthful head ; 
Oh ! I could weep to see thee leave thy home, 
O'er this delusive dangerous world to roam, 
But that I fondljf hope thou bast within, 
That which will guard thee from the power of sin. 
Thou canst no longer share a mother's care, 
Yet, Oh 1 thou canst a mother's anxious prayer ; 
IVhere'er thou g^est, where'er thy foot-steps rove, 
IMI pray for blessings on thee from above. 
Oa will my eye rest om tif(y Vacant place, 
And memory oft the feeluH[p pest retrace ; 
. Oft shall I think to hear thy accents mild, 
When gentle kindness sorrow's self beguiled ' 
And oft forgetting thou art far away, 
Still looking for thy step at close of day ; 
Yet, t|io' an anzTou» sigh may sometimes rise, 
And busy tears unbidden fill my eyes ; 
The' sometimes I may wish for thee to share 
Ail hour of joy, or soothe a passing care-; 
Yet still bright hope be mingled with that sigh, 
And thoughts of peace the falling tear drops dry. 
The hope, that thou art in the narrow way. 
The thought, thy Saviour's eye is fixed on thee." 



^*Mieu to William, going to India, 



BY HIS FATHER.'^ 



When all are endeavouring in verse or in prose, 

A hearty farewell for my son to compose. 

Shall a father and friend say nothing to you, 

I pray you and bid you a tender adieu. 

Oh, none can love better than those whom you part Arom, 

For parting from you is like parting a heart from [ 
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Bat to God we commit youj his care and his power 

WiH direct joa each daji and protect 790 each hour. 

Four powerlcM frieaito^ao but wish you skccess, 

But be has tbe wiU aiid the power to bless. 

Tbrotigb each changing clime» and escb passing degree, 

In the munsoon and storm, by land and by sea, 

Remember tbe years when struggling together, 

W< weathered tbe storm tho' we met with ftial weather. 

Tbe same proHdeoce still, the world all around. 

In tbe East and the West, to our prayers will be .found. 

To bim we commit you in saying adieu, 

And he in my place wUl be father to you.** 



The following prose oomposition was delivered 
to me by my brother, juiHt •» i was setting off. 

" Dear William— «CoHld I, Inr takiagup my pen, eaq^ress what 
ny feelings are towards yott, I shuold be much more eloquent 
than mj present «vant of langoage proves me. Tes, dear Wil- 
liam, kind afiVfCtioaate brother, I find I have not words to tett 
ftow warmly I love, how bighl| 1 respect and esteem yon. May 
the fervent prayers of bim whose heart glows while he writes 
this, be granted for your happiness, prosperity, and Jength of 

{ears in this life, and eternal peace and feildty kt the next, 
lay you in every circumstance, in every sitnatioB in life, ba 
siAed with that serenity ot mmd. that mward sMd-eoothlng feel« 
ing, of having done much worthy of admiratioB IBd gratitude ; 
at diis sad moment, on this last day that we shall spend together, 
perhaps, for years . perhaps^but I will form no mournful antici- 
pation, but will hope for a happy reunion, if not in thif, at least in 
another and a better world. Tes, at tbit. moment I feel w^ shall 
not altogether be separated, for though in peraoa yon may he 
absent, in memory you wUl be near ; your reiMiiihrance shall 
dwell in my heart, and every prayer that ascends to heaven for 
myself, shall be joined in prayer for thee. When I get indifierent 
and regardless of my own welfare, then, and not till then, shall 
I be regardless of thine. We now separate — dark futnieity it 
before us— -that it may have in store for you nothing but present 
and endless happinessy is the aamest, fervent, and reiterated 
ptayer of 

Previous to my leaying home^ several of our ac- 
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quflintances were 8o obligiDg as to make up 
small parties for me^ by wlneh I had ail opportu- 
nity of persoiiaUy taking leave of most of my 
friends. I returned from one of tbem at twelvie 
o'clock) and bad only been in bed three hours, 
when I was called to an early breakfast, previous 
to my taking the coach, to proceed to London. I 
felt quite softened at the affectionately mournful 
feelings manifested by all my beloTcd relations. 
I took an outside place for town. 

The gentleman whom 1 sat next to, was brother 
to a Captain m the Company's service, whom I 
had known in India. His name was as moch 
L, like mine in sound as could be, and on my getting 
to India, it was singulardmt the first native servant 
I hired, had just returned from Burmah, where 
my fellow-passenger's brother bad died of a fever, 
and whom he attended. From the similarity of 
our names, news were brought to my relations 
that it was I who had died. 

When getting near Blackwater, some of our 

iiassengers were talking of Wear, who bad been 
ately murdered. Tbe coachman told me I then 
sat in the very place he had occupied a few days 
before his death. As we passed through Egham, 
a young man who sat next to me, smelt so offen- 
sively of gjn, that I was obliged to turn my bead 
from him. While the coach was going on, in at- 
tempting to jump off, one of his legs caught in the 
wheel, by which means he was thrown down, and 
the wheels passed over his body. We carried 
him, lifeless, to a house close by,, out of which' 
came a very respectable looking elderly woman, 
his mother, and her scream of misery, on seeing 
him, made me think how necessary it is, not only 
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for our own sakes, to be careful, bat for the hap^ 
pitiess of those who are so much interested in us. 

On my arriving in town» I went to the Horse 
Guards, to ascertain if it was possible I might be 
allowed to remain in England until I obtained my 
company, but fioding it impossible, I made up my 
mind to go out with the next detachment, and re- 
paired to our depot, where I reported myself to 
an old and excellent friend who commanded. He 
informed me he was married, and that he had the 
happiness of not only making this change, but had 
made another of much greater importance, which 
was a daily endeavour to give up those evil courses 
he had followed for many years. 

As the Captain was a man of the strongest un- 
derstanding, and extensive information, I felt there 
could be no slight reason for this change of opin* 
ion ; he had always been considered one of our 
best officers, and although many affected to deride 
his great strictness and overstrained piety, still he 
was universally respected, and to no one's opinion 
was there greater weight attached in cases of 
emergency. His wife was a truly religious wo- 
man, and there could be but one opinion as to 
both. 

His brother in law bad been a Captain in a 
light infantry regiment, and was then in receipt of 
half pay, besides a pension for several severe 
wounds. He was considered quite the leading 
character in his regiment, for personal appearance, 
dress, and good taste. The Colonel of the regi- 
ment told me he was the most admired young man 
in the corps. He was now in orders, and a more 
seriously impressive preacher I never heard. 
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I spent some happy days in the society of these 
excellent people. The officen of the mess used 
to quiz me for being so much among them, and 
some of them called ine a methodist, though with 
very small claim on my part te that appellation ; 
but 'no one can have a greater respect for the good 
intentionSi and the useful lives of those who are so 
much railed at as new lights, and if they did not 
introduce religion into conversations that must 
unavoidably be about worldly business, there could 
not be a reasonable objection to their most laudt* 
ble object, to fit themselves and others for another 
and a better state of existence. 

An order now arrived for myself and two other 
oflHoers, with a detachment, to march to I had 

failed in my application to go round to India by 
New South Wales, which would have afforded me 
a long desired opportunity of seeing that fine part 
of the world, witnout the stigma of being trans- 
ported. 1 made out an old grand-aunt in Ports- 
mouth, who came to see me at the barracks, and 
who showed me every kind attention that her limit- 
ed means would admit of. I gave her a ring to be 
Sent to my grandmother, to assure her my travel* 
ling about had not made me forget one to whom I 
owed so much in childhood. 

My new quarters were not very spacious, being 
one room and a kitchen. I have been as comfort- 
able in a small barrack room as ever I was in my 
life. On first coming into the quarters, as a mat* 
ter of course, 1 got the room well scrubbed out, 
mj grate and hearth cleaned, the walls hung round 
with some of the best prints I could procure, a 
curtain over my windowi a snug little camp bed, 
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which I made look like a sofa in the day ; I also 
indulged myself with a carpet, and having plenty ^ 
of coals and candle, with a good breakfast and 
dinner brought in on a tray» by the mess-man of 
a regiment then quartered there, I had no great 
reason to complain. I subscribed to a circulating 
library, and a newspaper room, so that I could 
not well be at a loss, if I confined my wilhes and 
amusements within reasonable bounds, as to how 
I was to get comfortably through my days. 

While here an officer arrived from Ireland ; he 
got into a room next to me ; we were the only 
subalterns for India, and as I wished for society, I. 
proposed we should live together ; he consented 
to my offer, and we commenced housekeeping, I 
was caterer, assisted by my servant, a plain, mat- 
ter of fact, Derbyshire man, whose method of ad- 
dressing his superiors, although not meant as dis- 
respectful, was very blunt and uncouth. On 
going out of a day, the fellow would ask me, 
" well, what will you have for dinner ]" I replied, 
" the same as usual, a beef-steak or mutton chop.'* 
** Well, will you have some of the same sauce as 
before, and a little red cabbage ?" " Yes," I said, 
"that would do very well." *« Well, will you 
have a pudling?" "Yes, a pudding is a good 
kind of a thing." « Well, how big shall it be V* 
"A moderate sized one." "Well, suppose I 
make one as big as your two fists/' 

I became acquainted with an old gentleman, who 
had been a Captain in our regiment many years 
-before in the VVest Indies. Previously to my get- 
ting into his house, he used to threaten me with an 
invitation to a family dinner, which whenever we 

4 
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met was repeated. '* I shall expect the pleasure of 
your coxnpiftiy soon to a family dinner.*' At length 
my good stars brought round die time for that excel- 
lent dish, pot-luck ; it never rains but it pour&— - 
after this breaking the ice, I was invited to dine widi 
my friend nearly twice a week ; he was quite a 
man of sentiment, and one of the most interesting 
and ameable companions 1 ever met with ; he was 
a pertect walking Encj^clopoedia ; and he gave his 
information in so happy a manner,* that it did not 
make you feel your uiferiorityin any way ; saying 
he thought there was little merit in a man having 
his eyes open, as if he travelled and mixed much 
in society, he could not help picking up know- 
ledge. 

He was constantly speaking of the old regiment, 
in which the best of his days nad been spent. He 
left it when senior Captain, his iatlier having died 
and left him a very ample fortune. He used gen- 
erally to come up to my barrack room and sit for 
a couple of hours daily, talking over old times, and 
of omcers in the regiment who were his intimate 
friends, that I had never heard of. He gave a great 

Sroof one day oi his esprit du corps. On seeing a 
runken man in our uniform in the streets, he walk- 
ed up to him, and asked what he would take for 
his coat. <<Five shillings,^' said the drunken invalid 
or pensioner, which the Captain gave him, rather 
than he should disgrace the button of his old re- 
giment, and took it home and hung it up in his 
hall. This gentleman had a daughter, who was the 
most admired belle in the town : I had often heard 
of her, and with the natural anxiety which it may 
be supposed a young man, going constantly to the 
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bouse in which a lovel; girl lived, roust have to see 
her, I anxiously hoped to be introduced, but ibe 
old Captain used to be so taken up in talking of 
bis friends in the West Indies, and of our regiment, 
that he never imagined it likely that I woiild rather 
devote some of my time to his beautiful and ac- 
complished daughter. There is no doubt I should 
have had that pleasure lotig before, had it not bees 
for some unfortunate family difference, wUch made 
her mother live in separate apartments. 

I overheard her one day playing and singing de- 
lightfully in an adjoining room. My friend the 
Captain was telling me of the hos^atable dinners 
some of his friends gave him in the West Indies, 
and of the great mildness ot the tir in some oi the 
Islands, but my th'oughts were too intently taken 
up in listening to the delightlul air his daughter 
was p1a}ing. I asked him if there was a good 
band in the regiment when he was in it ; he said 
" an excellent one.*' " 1 am very fond of music," 
said 1 ; *' by the bye, what delighti'ul playing and 
singing 1 now hear ; pray is it in this house ?" 
« Oh, yes," said my friend; " it is n.y daughter 
in the next room— would }0u like to go and hear 
her V* I got up, thinking he was following me for 
the purpose of introducing me to the young lady, 
but be sat still ruminating, 1 suppose, about his 
brother subs, and othf^r reminiscences which 
our conversation had called up. I unfolded 
the doors leading into the music-room, and on 
entering I beheld a most graceful looking young 
female, playing and singing ; she told me after- 
wards she thought I was her father comim^ in the 
room, and therefore did not look off her music ; 
fearing to disturb her ; 1 advanced lightly, until 1 
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placed myself e few paces from behind her chair. 
I had been that morning on a Court Martial, and 
was in full regimentals. 

On her concluding the. piece, she looked round, 
I suppose for a little applause from her papa, but 
on observing me, she started tind blushed at her 
playing and singing so unronsciously before a 
stranger* I said, with ^reat truth, there was no 
need of any apology from her, but that I wished 
to have made one, on perceiving her father had 
not followed me into the room, for my apparent 
intrusion, but that the fear of interruptmg her 
prevented my doing so, until she had concluded. 
1 had now to offer my apologies, and also my ac» 
knowledgment to her for the pleasure I had just 
received. 

The old Captain had married this young lady's 
mother under rather peculiar' circumstances ; they 
were such as ought to have made her feel grateful 
ever afler. He htid admired an eldest sister of 
hers, a celebrated beauty, who added to her per- 
sonal attractions, sensibility, good nature, and ac- 
complishments; although it was his friend's earnest 
wish for him to acquahit her with his passion, that 
refinement that often prevents a person of senti- 
ment from being marked in His conduct to the wo- 
man he really loves, and the attention that he some- 
times offers to any of her relations for her sake, 
was mistaken by a younger sister as regard for her. 
He saw quickly the dilemma he was in, but as the 
young lady evidently seemed to prefer him, he 
thought himself bound in honour to make her an 
offer, wliich he did, and she accepted. It may 
therefore be well imagined what bitter feelinffs his 
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must have been at this union tunung out so im« 
fortunately. 

He lived in a house where Charles II. on ar- 
ririog in England on his restoration ; and James 
II. bad slept in, on his way to embark for France 
after abdicating. He took me one day into his 
library, and presented me with a handsome land 
compass, which he had used during his stay in the 
West Indies. He dined with me the day before 
I embarked, in company with about twenty other 
officers who were also going out to India, and who 
* all told me they had never sat down to table with 
a better informed man. 

In a few years afterwards, on my return to India, 
I was posting up to town with a General and 
Major, and I requested they would stop one night 
in his neighbourhood, to enable me to see my old 
friend ; we arrived about six o'clock, and leaving 
them at the inn I hurried to his house. It was 
opened by a servant in mourning, who told me he 
was buried that day, having died with a fit of apo- 
plexy. He was to have -come on board the In- 
diaman to have seen me off the morning I em- 
barked, but was prevented by slipping down stairs 
and spraining his ancle. 

The ships being reported ready for sailing, we 
were ordered to march early. Our detachment 
and officers amounted to about one hundred and 
forty* The officer who was to have charge of 
the troops on board the ship I embarked, was an 
extremely gentlemanly man ; a small detachment 
with the other officers belonging to my regiment, 
proceeding to India, went on board anotler ship. 
The entire of the soldiers that were to be in our 



TO iinoiA. ISk 

Indiaman, belonged to my regiment, and I was the 
only officer of the corps with them. There .ymm 
one officer of dragoons, and several others <^ % 
regiment sent out to augment its establishment, on 
its being transferred to the Indian service ; they 
were mostly young lads, five of them Ensigns. 
On arriving at the place for going on board we 
saw the discovery ships eu the point of sailing. 

I ought not to omit mentioning here the very 
gratifying attention I received while at — , from 
the officers from two regiments then in the garri- 
son. They invited me to a farewell dinner. If I 
had been a tall man, there is no infantry corps I 
should have been happier to have been in than the 
fuzileers, not merely for tbe elegance of the dress, 
but from the extremely good feelipg existing among 
the officers, and from those polished and excellent 
manners, which are so becoming to young men 
in all professions. 

I had the pleasure of being frequently in the 
company of a Lieutenant of artillery ; he was in 
the East India service, but doing duty in England. 
He was a fine young man, in appearance, disposi- 
tion, and conduct. The necessity of fighting duels 
was the subject of conversation one night at his 
mess, when on active service. He declared noth- 
ing should induce him to fight one, but he hoped 
he should never put himself in a situation to ofiend, 
nor did he anticipate, with such a feeling, he should 
be 'offended by others ; but even was he, he de- 
clared he could not, as a point of conscience, 
cither senior accept a challenge. * The officers 
at the table all condemned him for giving such a 
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decided opinion as to the propriety, in certain 
cases, of going out 

The next day a forlorn hope was ordered. Lieu- 
tenant volunteered to lead it ; he was wound- 
ed in the shoulder, but he volunteered the next 
day to lead another, in which be succeeded, but 
received a desperate cut on the head ; he told Die 
he gave himself no credit for doing so, as he did 
not act on a right principle, bb wish in volunteefmg 
being to convince his brother officers that it was 
not from personal fear he would decline fighting. 
He gave me a Bible, and took the trouble of 
marking several passagesin it, with aletter enclosed, 
which I did not discover until in a dangerous 
fit of sickness in India^ I called my servant to 
bring the Bible, when my friend's note fell out. 

On arriving a little below Gravesend, opposite 
to the Indian Arms, I saw a young woman of a 
particularly fine face and figure standing at the inn 
door ; I mentioned to her the cold reception a 
friend of mine and 1 had received there some years 
before, by being turned from the inn fire. " Yes,** 
said the beauty, " we never allow any one to come 
into our kitchen, no matter how bleak the weather 
may be." Ah ! thought I, if your bosom, fmr 
maid, be as white as snow, it is also as cold. 

My men seemed to be in great haste to embark ; 
poor, thoughtless creatures ! they had not an idea 
beyond the present moment : perhaps it would be 
happy for us did we not let our minds dwell too 
much on the probable result of what we are doing. 
I could not help, as 1 superintended their getting 
into the boats, thinking how few of these lads 
would return to their native land. I had gone 



TO INDIA. 13s 

out with ten officers and sixty men before, all as^ 
eager and as sangfuine as those I was looking at 
— three officers and ten men only now remained. 

On getting on board I ne?er witnessed such a 
scene of apparent confusion ; lighters and barges 
alongside handing up the different supplies for the* 
voyage ; the passengers' baggage strewed about 
the deck— my men, with their wives, children, 
and knapsacks altogether — sailors getting paid 
their four months advance. Jews eagerly looking 
out for the little money the poor fellows received ; 
many others with bills to be paid, those men who 
had remained while the ship was in dock, with the 
land lubbers about going on shore — relations and 
friends taking leave — embarking ofiicers and Staff 
District Poymaster cc^ming to give the advance of 
pay, and to settle with the Captain for the 
officers' passages ; and as if this were not enough, 
there were a number of a certain description of fe- 
males to take from the poor sailors any little money 
they may have left. 

I was much surprised by the Captain of the 
Indiaman telling me that my passage money had 
not been paid by government, and that I was the 
only officer on board for whom a passage was not 
provided. I did not expect it would have been 
so, from being the only officer of my regiment with 
ninety men on board. Having very little money 
in my pocket, I told the Captain that I was al- 
ways ready to obey any order except that of paying 
money, which 1 had not, and as I could not con* 
veniently raise it, he must take m\ bill for as much 
of the passage money as I could not then pay 
him. 1 apprehend, bad he refused to do so, and 
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bad I been obliged to return on shore, I could not 
well be considered as disobeying orders. The 
Captain took my bill for seventy pounds, the re- 
maining sum I paid him in hand. 

On the officers who were with me understanding 
that I was to pay my passage, the> consulted 
among themselves, and one of them made a pro- 
posal to pay it. But as it was suggested I might 
recover tne money in India, it was recommended 
that he should wait until he knew the result of 
my application to the government ; il my passage 
money was not refunded, he could then pay it. 
This 1 knew nothing of at the time, but on my 
arrival in India a Lieutenant asked me what an- 
swer I had received about my passage money. I 
told him they referred me to England about it ; 
" then," said he, *' I am very glad of it, as it givca 
me an opportunity of requesting your acceptance 
of an order for one hundred pounds, which I do 
with the consent of my uncle, to whom, before I 
left England, I mentioned your hard case." I 
returned him many thanks ; I was affected with 
this proof of his friendship, but I felt 1 should not 
be justified in accepting so large a sum from a 
young n)an who had a long march to prepare for. 

The Purser made me out the account of the 
balance I owed for my passage money, to be paid 
in rupees on landing in India ; be only crecUted 
the rupee at one shilling and seven-penc e, and on 
my borrowing the amount of the bill at a house of 
agency, I gave an order on my father, but the ru- 
pee was given to me for two shillings, by which I 
lost five-pence on each. 

My fellow passengers were the most agreeable 
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set of people I eter sailed with. The Captson 
Viad only just obtained the command of a ship ; he 
was not more than twenty-six years of age, and 
although so young, his management was the hest 
1 ever witnessed in a Commander of a Company's 
ship, nor did I hear one complaint of him from 
either of his passengers or the ship^s officers during 
our voyage. The Chief Mate had been extremely 
unfortunate in losing a large ship of which he was 
Captain, and he was now obliged, after fourteen 
voyages to and from India, to go out in a subor- 
dinate capacity, under a Captain who was 
young enough to be his son. Oar Chief officer, 
was appointed only second at the India House, 
but out of respect to his age, experience, and.mis- 
fortunes, Stanley, who was nominated Chief Mate, 
gave up his siuation to him, and acted as second. 
It is really remarkable that this circum<%tance has 
occurred in both of the ships in which I proceeded 
to India. 

The ship going out to India incur company 
was the — -, the Captain, chief officer, and Pur- 
ser, were brothers ; it is often remarked that 
brothers do not agree ; however, in this case there 
was an exception, as although in all matters con- 
nected with duty, nothing could equal the respect 
paid by the chief officer and Purser to their brother, 
always addressing him " sir,'* and promptlj^e- 
outing his orders ; yet when oflF duty, 
cuddy table, the official style of address 
jected for the familiar appellation of affectionate 
relations. The Lieutenant of dragoons, a young 
Irishman, had never been in a large ship before ; 
he came on board as if he was going to pafrade, 
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with sword, spurs, &c. He could not make out 
the meaning of the boatswain piping, thinking it, 
as he said, to be the soldiers humbugging. 

While we were arranging our baggage in the 
great cabin, a man entered and demanded if there 
was such a gentleman as Mr. Butler there. On 
Mr. Butler saying he was the person, the fellow 
advanced and tapped him on the shoulder, and 
said, '' then, sir, I have a writ against you,'' This, 
Butler could not for some time believe ; the bailiff 
got very violent ; I directed him to do his duty, 
but to do it respectfully and properly, and if be 
did not we would make him leave the cabin, which 
was not the private one of the gentleman he came 
to arrest. Many of our youngsters got very warm, 
and the bailiff had a narrow escape of getting 
himself well beaten, as we had taken our claret 
at dinner freely. 

It happened that Mr. Butler had owed a tailor 
some money, which he left a draft for, in a letter, 
at his lodging, but the tailor hearing be had gone 
to embark at Gravesend, inunediately issued a 
writ against him. He was taken on shore and 
locked up in a sponging house for a day ; by the 
hasty proceeding of the tailor he was put to an ex- 
pense of ten guineas. The bailiff applied for a 
warrant for me, as he said I had interrupted him 
in the performance of his duty. 

JUng in readiness for sea, we dropped down 
tbenver, and soon lost sight of the white shores 
of Albion. A man never knows the full value of a 
fiiend, or a native country, until he is quitting 
either. Our party on board being extremely 
agrevible, nothing could exceed the enjoyment 
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99^e all experienced on the apmrersary of Die 18tb 
^f June. It was intimated to a Lieutenant, who 
was the only officer on board that had been present 
at the Battle of Waterloo, that his health would 
be drunk after dinner ; he was a brave man, but 
was not much accustomed to public speaking, and 
he begged of me to say something for him in an- 
swer to the comptiment that his friends intended 
for him. On his health being proposed, I arose, 
and spoke as follows. "Gentlemen, my friend, 
anticipating from your known courtesy and atten- 
tion, the honour which had just been conferred on 
him, has requested me to rise in his behalf, and 
return you his best thanks for the very gratifying 
way in which you have drunk his health ; although 
we feel aware of his capability of making known 
his sentini^ents on any subject, yet the modesty so 
peculiar to the brave, prevents him from deliver- 
ing them on this occasion, ts be was one of the 
officers present at the great Battle which we now 
commemorate. I feel perfectly aware that my 
friend could have selected a fitter gentleman to 
return his thanks, bilt as he has been pleased to ap- 
point me to do so, I shallnot shrink from the task. 
f hope it will not be considered irrelevant in the 
duty deputed to me, if I embrace the opportunity 
thus afiforded me of noticing the conduct of sol- 
diers on this important day, whose exertions have 
led to the great object of ail war, an bonour|b}e 
and advantageous peace. Perhaps in speaking in 
favour of peace, it may be thought I am only de- 
livering my public opinion, yet I think I shall bo 
joined by many of my friends here, when I say 
that the love of oar profession comes as se^on- 
VoL. II.— N 
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darj in our hearts, to the love of our countryj aiuf 
war wQl only be preferred by us when it tends to 
her glory and interests. How happy are we in 
belong^g to a country, whose sons are so perse- 
vering after information and science in the time of 
peace — so daring in the hour of battle, and so 
moderate in the moment of victory. Our seamen 
I have not particularly mentioned, as the same pa- 
triotic and laudable motives operate as incitements 
to noble deeds in both services, and the only dif- 
ference between us that I know of is the different 
colour of our coats. 1 wish to preface a toast I 
am commissioned by my friend to give, by first 
making allusion to the great harmony and good 
feeling which has existed since we have been to- 
gether. Notwithstanding my iully appreciating 
the agreeable qualities of all my friends here, we 
must admit that there are some unavoidable con- 
tingencies, such as heat and confinement, that 
might ruffie the dispositions ; what then must we 
think of that gentleman whose arrangement and 
system are so thoroughly excellent as to keep us 
all in the greatest good temper under these incon- 
veniences. Gentlemen, you will, I am sure, anti- 
cipate the toast ; it is, the worthy commander of 
this ship, in whom youth is united with great judg- 
ment and knowledge of his profession." 

During our voyage we performed two plays, the 
first was M. P. or The Blue Stocking. 1 took 
the part of Susan a chambermaid ; in the midst of 
one of our best scenes we were considerably put 
off our acting by a sudden squall coming on, and 
the Chief Mate calling out " stand by the main 
sheet.'' Among our passengers was the son of 
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:iie Charge de Affaires at Hamburgh ; he could 
not speak English well. To a young Cadet/ 
whom he thought engrossed hiore attention than 
he was entitled to, he took a great dislike — the 
Hamburgher used to complain that the first thing 
he hear4 in the morning, on getting up, was this 
young man's name ; <' nothing do I hear all day," 
said he, '' but Mille — and the last thing I do hear 
on going to bed is Mille — I am sick of Mille.'' 

He also told us the circumstances of some duels 
that had taken place in Hamburgh ; one of them 
he had been in as a second ; he said, ** my friend 
did get a very hard cut over the nose and mouth 
with the broad sword. I went out as his friend 
again ; it is very extraordinaire that he did ^et 
another cut in the same place over the mouth and 
nose. I did meet him the other day, walking 
down the Strand, and he did look shameful." 

On board our ship was a young lady going out 
to be married to a gentleman in India, to whom 
she was engaged in England. She was very un- 
well on the voyage, and on our anchoring in the 
roads of Madras. The oflScer whom she had come 
to marry put off in the first boat ; he had got her 
miniature taken in England,which he had constant- 
ly kept ; he brought it with him on board. Sick- 
ness had taken much from the hloom of the young 
lady, which also might be diminished from the agi- 
tation that all people of strong feeling experience 
on seeing those, after a long absence, in whom 
their hearts delight, yet so far from this transient 
escape of her beauty being appreciated as it ought, 
to her advantage, he was instantly struck by the 
dissimilarity between the picture and the faded 
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originalt his regard only lasting with the lady's per- 
sonal charms. But as a matter of bottour he pro- 
posed to fulfil bis engagement, which she indig- 
nantly declined, perceiving be had fallen off in 
those attentions that had induced her to come out 
to him. She went up to Arcot, and theri^ after a 
few months she married extremely welL 

We touched, during our voyage, at St. Helena : 
on my landing, one of the rocks was blown up, 
several enormous pieces flew about my person, 
and one nearly struck my bead, bit the leaf of my 
hat, and descending on my foot, crushed one of my 
toes. I took lodgings here for twenty*five shil- 
lings a day ; the following morning, notwithstand* 
ing my accident, 1 procured a horse, and in the 
company of Lieutenant Colonel ■ ■ ■ , I pro- 
ceeded to view Buonaparte's tomb. 

Among those who had put on shore here was a 
Major ; he was returning to England after going 
out to India for the purpose of fighting a roan, 
whomhe fancied had insulted him one night at Bath. 
The following morning be called at thb gentleman's 
lodgings to demand satisfaction ; the gentleman 
had departed for London. The ^ Major followed 
him there, and arrived only a few hours after he 
had taken coach for Deal, to embark for Calcutta. 
The revengeful man was soon at his heels, but the 
person who had affronted him got on board with 
difficulty, and the ship bad sailed. Another India- 
man then lying in the Downs was going out ; the 
Major took bis passage in it, solely for the pur- 
pose of calling out, on bis arrixal in India, the 
object of bis pursuit. 

He made himself, I understood, extremely 
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agreeable during the voyage, and studiously avoid- 
ed any thing like a quarrel on board ship ; his 
"purpose was fixed, to have revenge on the man 
who, as he thought, had coolly wounded his feel- 
ings and honour ; he arrived three weeks after his 
enemy. On landing at Calcutta, he soon made 
out the bungalow of the Captain. He was told he 
had gone to the theatre with some ladies ; thither 
he followed him. On entering the box in which 
he was, with two young lovely women, he ad- 
vanced towards him, with eyes in which a revenge- 
ful satisfaction were manifested, and struck him a 
blow on the head ; the other instantly turned 
round, and beholding a peraon he had scarcely 
seen more than one night, asked him the reason 
of the outrage just committed. " Do you not re- 
collect,'' said the Major, " that you told me before 
a party of ladies one night, at the house of a friend, 
that my statement was false. I said nothing at the 
time to you, but retired to get a friend to demand 
satisfaction in the morning. I should have died 
long since from the idea of submitting to an indig- 
nity of the sort, had I not buoyed myself up in the 
hope of the insult I sustained oeing amply atoned 
for. I have now retaliated on you, and I will give 
you what you tried to deprive me of — satisfaction. 
There is my card. In the morning at four, I will 
be at Dum-dum, near it you will find me and a 
friend." The Captain met him in the mo^ing^ 
and was killed by the first fire of the Major. "' 

I heard, after the return of the Major, that'be 
was piked one morning in the streets of Glotteek- 
ter ; he had been desperately beaten in every part 
of his body, but neither his watch or money taken 

N2 
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from him. A mail so mucfa alive to any pmraoBiI 
indignity could never hold up his head again ; ex- 
istence was a burthen to him ; all bis eaefgy 
seemed suspended, all exertion subdued ; he 
became weak without sickness, and imbecile wiA- 
out madness ; he drooped and died at , a 

shocking example of the misery a reveng^lul dis- 
position briiigs on the person who does not in time 
check it. The Major in every other respect was 
a most amiable man. 

We arrived after a most agreeable and delightful 
voyage in the Madras Roads. We had not one 
dispute during our voyage. The day belbre we 
disembarked we had a meeting of the principal 
passengers, and we voted one hundred pounds for 
the purchase of a gold snuff-box for the Captain, 
to be procured on his getting ta England. We 
notified our satisfaction of the Captain's uniformly 
kind and gentlemanly conduct durmg the voyage 
that day at dinner, and we then acquainted him 
with the small mark of respect we had voted for 
his acceptance. The Captain commanding the 
troops had his health proposed and drunk ; he was 
quite entitled to this from the exertions he had 
made to keep us s^l on good terms. 

We had a lottery on board, as to the day we 
bhouid anchor in Madras Roads. I was so fortu- 
nate as to take share of a ticket, which it was 
thought by all our passengers could not win, it 
being the first day named. We took from the 2d 
to the 30th of September, and we anchored on the 
2d, making a passage from England in three 
months and two days. Shortly after coming to 
anchor, the ship, as usual, was crowded with Ram 
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Sanmeefl. Some Cttplams of country sfaipg came 
on board, and gave u6 die most ^plorabk account 
of the BMt of health of both Europeans and natiTes 
on choice. One of these rough and unfeeling men, 

^ said bi the hearing of a lady* a man^s life could not 
be counted on for an hour on shore, and that he 
wouM strongly recommend our re-embarking with 
him for England. The lady fainted, her husband 
had been exceedingly ill for some Weeks, and the 
impression, 1 imagine, made on her, was that he 
could not live long in such a country. A number 
of natives recognised me, and said they were very 

. happy to see my honour's face again, and that I 
had now got too much bnrra saib, or great gentle- 
man. 

I fully expected to hear an account of my regi- 
ment being at Madras, i was much disappointed 
by learning when the Company's Sergeant came 
on board, that the Burmese War had broken out, 
and that there was no prospect of our regiment 
coming to England for diree or lour years, 1 had 
therefore to prepare myself for the same march I 
had taken six years before, and from the effects of 
which my constitution has rince sufiered. 

On disembarking ib^ next day, tl^s. partmg be- 
tween the passengers Vfas most interesting ; many 
shed tears. I landed ki the evening in the charge 
of twelve officers and one hundred men. 1 called 
at the office of my cousin, a banister, who also 
held a luc^tive situation under the government, 
but he was 9>t his country bouse. I next paid a 
visit to a most respectable agent whom I had for- 
merly known. In the course of conversation I 
told him I hid returned to India m charge of a 
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large detachment, and that I had to pay my ftt- 
sage, seventy poands of which I now owed. ^* Send 
the person to me/' said be, ** and 1 will settle with 
him.'' ** i said really that I could not think of 
giving him so much trouble." ** Not at all, my 
dear sir," said be, ** and as 1 am busy now, will 
you come and tifif with me at two o'clock, and 
make your mind easy about what you appear so 
anxious; 1 will manage it.'' 

I left his ofiEice, and proceeded in my palanquin 
to the Fort, to find out some old friends. I found 
India hotter, if possible, than when I was last there. 
I was told there had been no rain for three years, 
and that the obituary list, in consequence, had 
been greater than had been known for the last 
forty years. In passing to the Fort, I met my old 
Captain.; he was then returning to England, having 
exchanged to the half-pay. My detachment 
having all disembarked, we were ordered to march 
to Poonamallee, the King's depot. 

Every body seemed to be m a hurry at Madras, 
owing to the number of troops embarking for the 
Burmese country. The horses, which the officers 
in the hurry could not dispose of, were absolutely 
running wild on the beach. After getting my 
party on shore, with the women and luggage, we 
commenced our march for the King's depot. 
Being considerably employed during the day, I 
hired a bandy and took another officer with me in 
it. The officers being permitted to ride on the 
marches in India, we all managed to get mounted, 
except my young friend, whose generous offer to 
pay my passage money I have mentioned ; be was 
crying out something in the style of Richard for a 
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bonWf when a gentleinan» who passed quickly by, 
inquired if he wanted one. ** Yes," said hd, ** I do 
very much.'* ^* Then siri I am going this moment to 
embark for Burmah, and as 1 cannot sett mine for 
any thing like his price, I make it a present to yon." 
It seemed as if my young friend bad on the cap of 
Fortunatus, as be got a most exoellent charger, 
saddle and bridle, merely lor saying he wanted 
them. 

We were detained halfway on our march, to 
refresh the men with popper, a description of rice 
bread, and a dram of arrack each ; we arriyed at 
twelve at the King's depot, where we slept as wfe 
coukl. In the morning 1 saw some of my old 
friends, all of them considerably altered^ except 
the Commandant, who looked better than I had 
ever seen bim. Others that I bad left in possession 
of good spirits and looks, were so languid and 
broken down as scarcely to manifest any surprise 
or joy on meeting one who had spent many joyous 
and happy days in their society. 

Some of my intimates were deposited in the 
church-yard ; the imprudence which brought them 
there, many were ready to tell me, but I felt that 
such is life, that the moment a man ownot tell his 
own story, and take his omn part, tbci practice is 
** hit him hard, for then be has no iriends." 

I was here soon joined by a small detachment 
and two other oflScers of my regiment ; after coa« 
siderable trouble in settling the accounts of my 
men, led to by irregularity and mismanagement 
somewhere, I proceeded at the commencement of 
the wet season on my march. I have befora atiled 
that on tfoope embarking from England, four 
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months' pay is advanced on aecoant of e^ch flm ; 
out of this sum ships' ration^ at six-pence a day, 
are deducted. As the detachments which embark 
for India are mostly recruits, there is a depot debt 
generally contracted by each, over and above 
their bounty, to pay tor necessaries, or such 
clothing, besides what is provided. by the general 
officer of the r^ment, as the recruits may want. 
On a sudden order arriving, there is often a debt of 
from ten shillings ^o one pound against each, and 
from advance of ^ur months' pay is deducted the 
sum due by each man to the depot Paymaster. 

The o&cer in charge of a detachment is not 
asked whether he chooses to pay each man's debt, 
as the bill and receipt is handed to him as part 
payment, to be charged by him a^ainst the ac- 
count of the soldier. Should a man die shortly 
after embarking, or desert, the officer in charge of 
the party is responsible tor any over payment made 
to him, which the sale ot his regimental necessaries 
may not cover. It is absolutely necessary to make 
some small advance to the married people going 
out, to enable them to lay in indispensable eomforts. 

At Poonamallee there is a standing order that 
every soldier arriving from England is to be pro- 
vided with such white clothes as he may absolutely 
require, without any reierence to the officer in 
chaise, as to the state of the man's accounts. 
Previously to marching there are many things to 
be obtained, such as bandy's, bullocks and carts, 
for the conveyance of the married people, their 
children, baggage, and also for the men's 
knapsacks, which unless in case of punishment, 
they never carry — ^mats for bedding, &c., and all 
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these expenses, one shilling of which cannot be 
curtailed, the officer of the detachment most ad- 
vance. ' 

On arriving at the Head Quarters of the regi- 
ment, each man is unavoidably thrown into debt, 
considerably above what his pay is equal to. 
When the recruits are handed over to companies, 
no Captain has a right to take a man with a greater 
debt than ten shillings, and in almost every in* 
stance my men owed from one pound, to one 
pound ten shillings. 

I was therefore obliged to lie out of this money 
until the amount qould be stopped from their pay, 
which, as it was necessary to furnish them with 
many things at the Head Quarters of the regi- 
ment, took a considerable time. If the man died 
before the stoppages were made, I lost the money. 
In several instances I was a considerable loser in 
this way, although I had not advanced one rupee 
to any man without authority for doing so. 

It may be necessary, for the information of such 
of my military readers as may be going to India, 
to caution them against leaving the blankets be- 
longing to the detachment on board the Indiaman, 
as it is impossible to recover them, and if the men 
be so disposed, they can make a successful claim 
for their value. During my stay here 1 witnessed 
the marching of quantities of troops daily, for the 
Burmese country, all the soldiers' wives and chil- 
dren remained at this Depot. On the marching 
of these men, their wives and children followed 
them crying for some miles, and even the stoutest 
heart, however anxious to meet the enemy, is un- 
nerved to such an appeal on the feelings. 
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The au)st unideasant part of my duty here was 
.to iosp^t the rooms of about three hundred wo- 
men ; many of them were exceedingly ill-behaved 
and noby. I was called up at* one o'clock in the 
mornings to ail on a Court Martial on a man who 
peremptorily refused marching; a Drum^head 
Court MartLsl was ordered, and the man received 
three-hundred lashes, and was then ordered to 
fall in. 

A relatire whom I have already mentioned, a 
barrister at Madras, wrote me a note requesting 
me to come and spend some days at his hou^^e. I 
arranged my a&trs at the depot in such a way as 
to admit of m>' paying him a short visit ; I ibund 
him particularly friendly ; he ^offered me a horse 
and gig, and six dozen of beer ; the latter of which 
I accepted. He was now married to his second 
wife, the sister of a member of council, with 
whom he got a considerable fortune. He had a 
pleasant cpuntry house, sixteen miles from Mad- 
ras, and he left it each morning at seven o'clock 
to come to his office on the beach, where be con- 
tmued till five in. the evening. He chcinged 
horses half way, and amused himself during his 
leisure hours in rivalling the flag staff at Madras, 
by making one at his house considerably higher. 
He also made a most excellent road from Madras 
to liis home. 

The agent who had so handsomely advanced 
me the price of my passage money, I thought it 
right to call on, and to make some arrangement 
about the payment of my debt. I said 1 bad a 
long uncertain march before me, and without wish- 
ing to anticipate misfortune, I might, by the 
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chances of life, be cut off before I reached the 
regiment, and that I therefore wished, previolis to 
my march, to give him a note of hand, or some 
security, for the money he had so handsomely ad- 
vanced to me. To my great surprise he would 
tal^e nothing of the kind ; he begged me not to 
mention his pecuniary accommodation. Had I^ 
died be had no document to. show for his having 
advanced the money to me. 1 took an early op* 
portunity of putting his debt in a train of payment 
on my arrival at the regiment. 

After being encamped four days, waiting for a 
doctor and medicine, I reported my detachment 
ready for tbe march, and we commenced it on the 
4th of October, 18 — ; six years, within four days, 
of this day, I was encamped on the same spot be- 
fore. The rains Commenced in a few days, and 
increased so much that we were obliged to halt at 
Cuddapah, Tippoo's cavalry depot. While here 
we visited the jail, built to bold conveniently only 
five hundred prisoners, but at this time, in conse- 
quence of the multitudes of brigands, there were 
fourteen hundred people incarcerated within its 
walls. 

The judge sent my brother officers and myself 
invitations to dinner in the evening ; he seemed a 
truly worthy man, and had taken charge of a 
number of children, European and native, whom 
he was bringing up religiously and usefully. Hear- 
ing us mention that one of our soldiers, whose 
wife had died the day before, had left an infaat 
child, he requested we woul(i send it to him ; and 
the following day he forwarded a letter and bear- 
ers in charge of a zillah poone for the baby. 

Vol. II.— 
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We were obliged to wait at Cuddapab for four 
days, in consequence of a small nnllab being much 
swollen. I tbought it necessary to make every 
possible attempt to try to ibrd tbe water, which 
impeded our progress. I was accompanied by a 
Sergeant, who had formerly been my servant, when 
quartered at Colchester. On arriving at the side 
of the nullah it appeared as broad as the Thames, 
and the stream much more rapid. In attempting 
to cross, my horse was taken down by tbe force of 
the current ; I maintained my seat for some time, 
when the horse disengaged himself, and I held on 
by the bridle for a few minutes, but by tbe strug- 
gling of the horse, and in a state of much exhaus- 
tion, I was obliged to let it go, on putting my foot 
down, I found myself up to my ctun in a bank of 
sand, and with much difficulty reached the shore. 

The following morning, understanding that it 
was possible to ford the stream about tbre;e miles 
higher up, I ordered my detachment to be in readi- 
ness at two o'clock in the morning. We left two 
of our men to be interred here, who died of cho- 
lera morbus. After a tedious march through 
swampy puddy, or rice ground, we arrived at me 
place of fording. As it was necessary for me to 
commence tbe dipping expedition, I undressed 
myself to my shirt, and got on my horse. I have 
almost as great a dread of the water as a mad dog, 
but there are certain times when feelings of duty 
and propriety enable us to overcome every nervous 
and weak feeling ; the recollection of my narrow 
escape the day before took a good deal from tbe 
confidence with which I plunged the horse into the 
water. After keeping him with bis bead directly 
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towards the opposite bank for some time, and just 
touching the ground, I reached the shore, and was 
followed by one of the other officers. The third 
I requested to superintend the men, cattle, and 
baggage, embarking tiom the Cuddapah side. 
Some of the short men I thought 1 should lose in 
fording, but I took the precaution to post my 
tallest recruits at reasonabTe distances, with poles 
as supporters, to assist over their shorter com*, 
rades. 

After marching t€n miles we were again obliged 
to halt for nine days, from another nullah being 
qiute impassable ; it branched off into three rapia 
currents, and the natives said it woiUd be impos« 
^bl^ to pass it for weeks. I observed many na- 
tives cross it with a kind of pumpkin shell attached 
to their backs. I was here seized with cholera 
morbite during the night; my tent was soon 
crowded by many old native men and women ; 
although I believe I was most violently affected, I 
could not help smiling at tbe manner in which my 
black friends showed dieir sympathy on my suffer* 
logs. One old womaa told me, ^^ No good for 
massa go make die so soon after bringing me from 
my own country ; what I do — poor people never 
get taken proper care of; suppose massa not get 
better.'' I assured the affectionate old lady that I 
would, for my own sake, try to get well. 

A day or two after my recovery, when in the 
tent of a brother officer, we each requested, 
should any accident happen to either, that the suN 
vivor would destroy several letters which we pro- 
duced. He was an ezeedingly well educated and 
accomplished yonng man, but ha had a heaviness 
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at the heait which he coulii never get the better 
of» and whiefa seemed to embitter his existence. 
Me bad evidently spent of his days^ while on half- 
?ay» in enslaving himself to women. Many of his 
letters from wives, widows, and spinsters, he di- 
rected me to destroy, should he die first. One lady 
possessed his permanent regard, and he used con- 
tinually to talk of her. It is the custom to open 
the bodies of all Europeans who die in regiments 
in India. On this young man's death his body 
was opened, and his heart was found to be most 
dreadfully injured. 

I had to construct rafts at the chillah, and after 
a constant exertion of ♦hree days, in conveying 
over the elephants, camels, and bullocks, tents, 
&c., the only accident we experienced was the 
loss of one man, who in attempting to swim con- 
trary to orders, was carried dowu by the current 
and lost. We maie a forced march this evenings 
and on coming to a place, the name of which I 
now forget, we met the clothing of our regiment 
upset in the mud. It had been there forty-nine 
days ; all the bullocks and drivers which were con- 
veying it had died except one of each. 

I halted until the following day but one, to ena- 
ble me to get on the clothing. Each tappal brought 
me a hurrying letter from my Colonel to get on my 
men* I made my regular marches according to 
my route, but I was unavoidably detained by the 
rains on the road. The morning I arrived at the 
Kistna river, I was suddenly seized with a shiver- 
ing fit. I nearly dropped from my horse, and was 
Idd on my cloak on the ground, as our tents had 
not come op. In a few minutes three coolies 
came towards me, with several baskets, escorted 
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by some sepoys ; they were presents of bread, but- 
ter, fruit, vegeta^bles, and wine, from our regiment. 
The president of the mess committee wrote me, 
in the name of the officers, requesting my ae* 
ceptance of them ; be also begged of me to make 
known to the medical gentleman who accompa- 
nied me, that the officers requested the pleasure of 
his company at their mess, during his stay in our 
cantonment. This young man was a Scotcbmin, 
he was decidedly clever in his profession, but I 
found him very overbearing, and not at all anxious 
to follow any way but his own ; he constantly dis- 
puted every order I found it necessary to give, 
although I hope I never mixed up any other feel- 
ing than that of strict duty in any I issued. I ob- 
served a soldier sitting under a most scorching sun, 
with a blistered back, undresseid and exposed to 
its fiery rays ; he was complaining bitterly that the 
doctor did not dress it. The doctor at the time 
was taking his breakfast ; I could not help remon- 
strating sharply with this appearance of unfeeling 
neglect on the part of my medical friend ; the 
gentleman gave me plenty of reasoning ; he said 
the man's back ought not to be dressed so soon, 
and that he was the best judge of the, case. He 
might have been so, but the man in question died 
' the following morning. On my getting unwell, 
this same doctor said that the doolies for the con- 
veyance of the sick were under his orders, and 
when I got unwell he refused to permit my going 
in one, alleging that one of the camp followers re- 
quired to be carried in it. Anxiety, fatigue, ancl 
the vexation this troublesome man occasioned me, 
brought cm a most severe fever. 

02 
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I bad not a moment unoocapied during the dajr; 
in the first place I had to keep all the acconnts <k 
my men; I was conveying European articles of 
various descriptions to the Tegiment for the offi- 
cers, which I had, with the clothing of the regi- 
ment, daily to look after ; I had to mess myself 
and officers ; to write daily a report of progress 
to the Adjutant and QuMer Master Grenerals, apd 
officer commanding the force in the Nyzam's 
country; I had to send in a return to our regi- 
ment every third day ; to look to the provisioning 
of my men, by sending out after encamping, to 
procure good sheep ; to issue my daily orders 
about the marching and the conveyance of bag- 
gage ; to inspect my men's breakfast and dinner 
mess, and to see them paraded as clean as possi- 
ble every third day ; to attend to their arrack be- 
ing served out, and to be up every morning at half 
past one, in readiness for the march. On arriving 
at my ground I had to observe that the cooks ex- 
erted themselves in procuring the recruits a speedy 
and wholesome breakfast ; I had then to settle the 
price of grain and provisions in the village we 
were encamped near, and after my own breakfast, 
to sit a hurra saib, to hear the complaints of the 
village people, camp followers, &c. and to award 
suitable punishment ; I had also to visit my sick 
tent. 

We lost several of the finest of our young men 
on the march. I was obliged, notwithstanding the 
objection of my friend the doctor, to proceed in 
a dooly conveyance to the raiment. Both of the 
other officers were taken ill soon after, and con- 
veyed in the same way, so that an assMant sur- 
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geon of the Company^s service had to conduct the 
detachment. Not bein^ able to procure bullocks, 
I was obliged to leave the clothing of our corps 
within a few marches of the place where our n^» 
giment was quartered ; at length we arrived at our 
cantonment. I met on the Hfiorning we ent<$red it a 
Captain of ours ; he was then on cantoiiment duty. 
I introduced him to my two companions. I then 
made the best of my way to the Colonel's houie 
with the other oflScers, and after reporting our arrir 
val we repaired to breakfast at the house of a 
friend who had written me to say he would pro- 
cure horses for me and my friends. 

The surgeon of the regiment was soon sent 
for ; he found us all exceedingly unwell, but one 
Lieutenant, whose indisposition I had no idea was 
immediately dangerous, seemed to make a consi- 
derable impression on him ; the surgeon of the 
detachment told me one hiorning on my seeing 
this Lieutenant look very pale on his getting off his 
horse, " yes,'* said he, " he cannot live long, his 
heart is affected." After breakfast I got to my 
new house, and took to my bed ; I received some 
very powerful medicine that nighty which operated 
well, but in the morning I was considerably weak- 
ened by its effects, the long illness 1 had on the 
march, and not having tasted food of a nourishing^ 
' nature for three weeks. At an unfortunate mo- 
ment during this weakness, a recruit, who had 
acted as my clerk, was admitted to my bed side 
with the men's ledger, to ask my instructions re. 
lative to a division of the expenses for the carriage 
of knapsacks between the party I had commanded 
in the match up the country. I motioned him to 
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go away ; but anxiety to settle my accounts, is 
soon as possible, indoced me to call bim back. 
My sickly and bewildered af^araace must have 
unnerved him, for he seemed by no means clear 
headed in bis calculations, which induced me to 
endeavour, assisted by him, to equalize the differ- 
ent small disbursements between each man, but I 
undertook too much; for minute calculation, 
when the head is weak^ should never be attempted. 
A feeling of anxious confusion came over me, and 
I fell back on my pillow. 

As well as I can now judge coolly, and during 
a lapse of a few years, my treatment was not so 
judicious as to enable me to recover efiectually 
from the effects of my malady. How much do 
we depend on the kind, and what may be consider- 
ed trifling, good offices of each other. What 
would I then have given for a gentle friend to hu- 
mour and sooth me. On recovering gradually, I 
felt I had mach reason for thankfulness to Him 
who had been pleased to take to himself both my 
companions, and spared me ; for I could not help 
desiring life, although my body was broken down 
by disease and loss of blood, my mind weakened, 
and some of those whom I thought friends, after 
the novelty of my arrival had worn off, deserted 
me in my illness, fearing their spirits or health 
might be affected, not thinking that the more peo- ' 
pie fly from disagreeable sights, the more they are 
likely to be affected by them. I must do justice to 
my poor black servants; the anxiety and affiection 
oi them was almost unparalleled, and I attribute, 
through God^s mercy, my recovery in a great 
measure to the watcbftil cai« they took of me. 
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Let, then, the young oflScer who goes out to India, 
recollect, when the heat of the" climate or his own 
caprice leads him to act with violence towards his 
domestics, that when he is laid helpless on his bed, 
and broken spirited by disease, be has tio better 
friends near him, than his native boys. The 
effects of this illness I must ever suffer from— 
during my protracted and severe indisposition, I 
found it, for some nights, impossible to close my 
eyeg ; I heard the jackals bark, the ghurry strike, 
my servants snore, and the early trumpet and 
drum. I had not the least inclination to sleeps — 
I lay awake, thinking of the death of my friends^ 
and frequently contemplating my own. 

A gentleman who had been a second against 
me, in an affair which I have mentioned to have 
taken place when I commenced my military ca- 
reer, frequently came and sat with me, and the 
moment it was possible he drove me out in his gig 
—-day after day he did so ; I can assure all inva- 
lids,.however weak, there is nothing half so bene" 
iiciai as a quiet drive in a gig, alongside a friend- 
ly companion ; his kindness, and my naturally 
lively disposition, brought me about ; but I attena- 
ed, I believe, to my active military duties, sooner 
than my health made it advisable ; however, in the 
agreeable society of many of my brother oflBcers, 
going to mess, on little parties in the surrounding 
country, made me again something like myself. 
1 also attended t^o of the performances of our offi- 
cers and men, who had a most excellent theatre. 
Nothing can be so judicious ias to promote amateur 
performances for tnen and officers in India. 

A native merehant was m\irdered in the neit 
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hoQBe to mine. I believe the idea of being mnr- 
dered also, almost saved my life, as it prevented 
my dwelling too .much on my disease. One night, 
about twelve, I heard a fellow in my room ; I 
jumped up, caught him by the throat, and put my 
swprd towards Us body ; the man said he came 
from a Captains who had visited roe during the 
day. 1 struck bim with the flat part of my sword, 
and I found the, exertion and excitement gave me 
an inclination to sleep, that made roe eventually 
better. 

Our excursions in the neighbourhood extended 
generally from five to ten miles ; they took place 
every fortnight ; and by the sociable manner in 
whicn we met, they gavn a great degree of relaxa- 
tion from our cantonment duties. A paper was sent 
round a few days preceding, propusii^ the o& 
cers meeting at a certain place ; those who wished 
to be of the party put down their names, and break- 
fast and dinner were provided accordingly by the 
butler. On the dav propi»sed we bad chairfl^ 
knives, and forks, and each officer's supply of 
wine, beer, &c., sent forward by a cooley and 
matty boy. VV e rode there at five, and on our 
way sporteri ; many brought in duck, deer, snipes, 
&c. We sat down after making up our appear- 
ance to an excellent breakfast ; during the day we 
played chess, whist, or backgammon, dined at two 
o'clock, and rode home when the sun .went down. 
We took out a tent to sit in, but generally met at 
a place where there wa« a tolerable ehoultry or 
bungalow, vacated \>\ some Civilian, who had died 
or gone home. There were also other amose- 
?nents, which were managed under the direction 
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of^ one of our excellent Captains. A public ball 
was also welt arranged by him once a month ; die 
only drawback to its amusement was the very few 
ladies at it in proportion to the gentlemen ; the ma- 
jority on our side being about ten or fifteen to 
one, the ladies had it, therefore^ their own way. 
What a contrast did 1 find on returning to Eng- 
land, where at parties, the general complaint 
among the fair sex is the want of beaux. 

Another means of recreation was occasionally 
adopted ; and it ought to be encouraged in regi- 
ments in India ; I allude to private theatridals. 
Having separate evenings for the ofScers, non- 
commissioned officers, and privates to perform ; 
under wholesome regulations, a succession of very 
rational amusements may take place, particularly 
should there be any theatrical talent in a regiment ; 
much, however, must depend on the theatre, &c. 
being under the immediate direction and control 
of some experienced officer ; such was our mana- 
ger ; he was the means of affording us considera- 
ble pleasure in our inland situation. Independent- 
ly of the amusement derived from this source by 
those unmediately concerned in the performaQce, 
in rehearsals, painting of the scenes, making up 
dresses, and other preparations, the subject of the 
play, and the merit of the performers, affords a 
fund of conversation and amusement for many 
days afterwards. 

To prove that myself and the other officers had 
enough to do, and. that I did not find the army the 
life of ease which I, perhaps, erroneously imagined 
when soliciting my. commission from the good 
Duke, and by way of proving that a Subaltern 
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earns bis pay in India, for the information of those 
who may doubt the value received for the kin^s 
money, 1 would observe, that the guards of &e 
garrison, and our regimental duty, from the num- 
ber of sick officers, came round so often, that we 
were, with little intermission, constantly employed, 
I shall give an abstract of the duties connected 
with a Subaltern's regimental duty. We are dril- 
ling from five each morning until half-past seven, 
when the officer for regimental duty goes to the 
Barrack Square, and is marched off by the Captain 
of the day ; immediately afterwards, he collects 
reports from the different companies. At half-past 
eight he visits the breakfast messes, inspects the 
barrack rooms, and collects the reports ; at ten he 
itiarches the market party from the different com- 
panies, and inspects the meat they purchase, to 
perceive if it is good and reasonable. He visits 
the school at eleven, the tailor's shop at half-past ; 
he inspects and calls over the names of the men 
logged and confined to barracks at twelve ; he 
inspects the dinner messes at one, and collects 
the reports ; he then returns to his guard room 
and has leisure to make out a long barrack guard 
report, and one for the Captain of the day, after 
which there is a little respite, unless soldiers come 
with requests for leave from parade, which it is 
often impossible to grant, from the regimental or- 
ders, and from many of them being by no means 
entitled to indulgence ; they often give considerable 
annoyance by ttieir importunity. My usual plan 
to get rid of them, was by giving the words << at- 
tention — to the right about face— quick march.-' 
At five the different companies fall in, and the 
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subaltern inspects tbem» and collects tbe reports » 
tbe inner and outer guard be visits at six and balf- 
past ; he visits the canteen at seven, and collects 
the taltoo reports, and walks through the different 
^ barrack rooms at ei^ht ; he has then nightly rounds, 
which conclude the twenty-four hours' duty. 

I will now endeavour to give a sketch of a pri* 
vate's life in India ; and in the first place describe 
tbe situation of a young soldier on arriving. On 
a recruit's landing at Madras, the first thing be is 
taught to do is nothing for himself ; for no less 
than three or four natives, at the same time, assist 
in shaving him, others to clean his shoes ; others 
to cook for him, &c., so that before he has been 
landed two days, he forgets that he ever bad to 
perform those oflSces for himself ; he would after- 
wards consider it degrading to<;]ean a pair of shoes. 
The native domestics make no distinction in tbeir 
demeanour to Europeans, being alike respectful 
to all, but I think it is frequently from their dread 
of ill treatment from the private soldier, that they 
call him, " sir.'' Among those who assail the 
young and inexperienced recruit, are a number of 
dd; soldiers, and I am very sorry to say, that an old 
Indian soldier, and a great drunkard, are synony- 
mous terms. The simple recruits are speedily 
surrounded by these, their friends, as they style 
themselves, one of whom induces him to sell his 
first day's allowance of liquor for a fifth of what he 
must feive for the same quantity in his own bar- 
racks ; another persuades him to sell his blanket^ 
and another to dispose of his warm stockings, 
European shoes, &c., for a third of their value, 
assuring biin that be will have no occasion for such 
Vol. II.— P 
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things in so warm a climale ; this in the first place 

teaches a young soldier to sell his liquor, aad 

secondly to dispose of bis necessaries, to which he 

^ill afterwards have recourse as soon as he runs 

out of cash ; not only this, hut as he becomes 

better acquainted with the country, he finds he ' 

has been imposed upon by his own countrymen, 

worse than by the natives, and he in his turn does 

not hesitate to practise the same tUng on the first 

younger soldier than himself that comes in his way ; 

aH this might, perhaps, be prevented by twa or 

three steady non-commissioned officers from the 

regiment doing duty in the garrison, being put in 

charge of the detachment during their stay ; these, 

of course, being well acquainted with their own 

men, would deter them from practising their old 

tricks upon the young soldiers under their charge, 

and would direct the others in some things, and 

caution them against others, so as to prevent their 

being imposf^J on, by either Europeans or natives. 

I would also venture to hint at the impolicy of 

granting passes to men just landed at Madras ; 

although it may be very hard on them to be denied 

the liberty ofgoing to Black-Town, I am persuaded 

it would be the means of saving many a man's life, 

for when they receive a pass they are generallv 

accompanied by one or more of their particular 

friends, that is, if they have any money to spend, 

and the first thing these friends do, when they get 

to town, is to conduct the young soldier to a spirit 

shop, and then, probably before breakfast, make 

him drink a glass or two of some kind of liquor, 

after which they sally forth and march along the 

streets under a bummg sun, until th^ come to a 



TO INDIA. Ids 

beer or porter shop, where, by the time two or 
three bottles are swallowed, the recruit, from the 
united effects of the liquor and the heat of the sun, 
becomes either nearly senseless, or more probably 
mad drunk, and rushes out in that state into the 
street ; when his friend, having by this time suffi- 
ciently paid hifnself for his trouble, sneaks off and 
leaves him to himself, a laughing-stock for the 
natives ;* when, although the poor wretch does not 
understand a word that is said to him, he has 
probably sense enough to observe them making 
game of him, this irritates him, and he begins stri*. 
kin^ the first that comes in his way, for which he 
perhaps gets a sound drubbing from half a dozen, 
besides being afterwards placed in confinement, un- 
less he should meet with some compassionate per- 
son, who will see him sent safe home ; all this might 
be prevented by either keeping the soldier in gar- 
rison, or by sending a steady non-commissioned 
officer in charge of every two or three men. 
Some may say that a recruit can get drunk in 
garrison, as well as in town ; so he may ; but if 
he should, he could not be left Img exposed to the 
sun without some one seeing him, and having him 
taken to bis barracks. 

I Will now make a few observations on the 
secret spirit seller, of whom a great number may 
be found in every regiment in India ; these no 
sooner arrive at a new station than they find out 
Dative merchants who will danJ^stinely supply 
them with liquor of any quality, and to any extent ; 
although they will not sell the men indiscriminatefly 
a vmall quantity for fear of being informed against 
— No, the noen, in general, must get what they 
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want from their retaildealers, who receive at least 
fifty or sixty per cent, profit on every gaHon they 
retail. Though I am at a loss to suggest any effec- 
tual remedy for this, I think a great deal might be 
done towards checking such a practice, by open- 
ing proper canteens at every European station, for 
the sale of good wholesome liquor, and draught 
or bottled beer or porter, and I would recommend 
that no man should be allowed to have more than 
one dram of liquor, or one pint of ale or porter, 
until the whole of the parades or duties of the day 
were done, then let them enjoy themselves without 
restraint, as to quantity, as long as they behaved 
themselves in a proper manner, or until bed-time^ 
for I am convinced that nothing makes men crave 
after liquor more than being denied the privilege of 
purchasing it when theyhave the money and incli- 
nation to do so. Let a man have as much as he 
pleases of the good liquor at the canteen, and na 
one in his senses would give five or six times its 
value for a dram in the barracks ; this may seem 
rather a measure to encourage than discourage 
drunkenness, but such is the habit of drinking in 
India at present, that no precautions that could be 
thought of, would prevent men from getting liquor 
if inclined, and if the> have either money or credit, 
and the latter is too often the case, for there are 
some people obliging enough to trust them eight- 
pence, for what in all probability cost them no 
more than five-iarthings or three-halfpence* 
Should the poor fellow afterwards refuse to pay 
this ju^l debt, the person who let him have liquor 
at su small a proJUy must for once quietly put up 
with his lossL ; but the man so reioiniig will ever 
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^ter be put down as a man of bad principle by 
the very wretches, who, probi^bly, only the day 
before, made from six shillings to eight shillingg 
clear profit by him. 

The t'age of drinking, however, is not confined 
to one day only, for the next morning the wretch- 
ed drunkard feels himself more in want of stimu- 
lus than ever, now that he finds all his money 
gone ; but mark the consequence — ardent spirits 
he must have, and if he be set down as a man of 
bad principles, and can get no credit to obtain 
what he so much desires, he disposes of his ne- 
cessaries to any one who will give him one fifth 
part of what they cost him, until he at last leaves 
himself without a farthing in his pocket or a single 
article of clothes. Some do not even stop here, 
for after having got rid of everything disposable, 
they will rob their comrades, and sell their valua- 
bles also. Confinement upon confinement, and 
Court Martial upon Court Martial follows,, until 
the poor worn-out wretch, at last escapes from all 
his troubles, by dying a hard death in hospital, or 
is in a few years invalided for a broken constitu-^ 
tion, and he probably does not last out halfNthe 
voyage to England. 

The twenty-fifth of each month, the day on 
which the men are paid their monthly balances, i& 
among them styled ** long face^ day^^^ for the fpK 
lowing reason ; the men have a balance of their 
pay to receive, some of two rupees^ six arras, 
some of three rupees, six arrets, and others of four 
rupees, eight arras, according to their length ^i 
service ; but upon a moderate computation, tes or 
fifteen men in each company have previously rim 

PS 
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in debt for the means of intoxieatioii, Mne tifiie? 
amount of their balance only, othen to 
ttAt 8uro» among several persons ; it is 
Terr evident, that those who owe to the amoont of 
their balance to more tbitti one, cannot paj all, 
and that the creditors who are too late in their ap- 
plication, and get nothing, must make longr foees. 
But this is not the worst, for there are some men, 
who being aware that tbej cannot pay every cme, 
cut the matter short by starting oflf into the conn- 
try, spending their balances, and thus leaving the 
whole of their creditors to make as long faces as 
they pleased, and hence also it is termed ^^long 
face da}f.^^ 

I will now attempt to describe the scene in a 
barrack room at the spending of the balances. 
Suppose them paid in the morning ; it is then not 
an unusual circum^unce to see twenty or thirty 
men per company, in a state of intojucation before 
dinner hour (one o'dock) ; some found lying un- 
der their beds ; others oiMkr tlie mess tables, and 
some not unfrequently in a state of nudity ; for in 
India, when a man drinks spirits to excess, be loses 
all sense of shame, and would, if not prevented, 
ofteii leave the barracks in that state, and stagger 
about among the natives, to the disgrace of the 
name of Europeans ; others, panting with the 
intense beat of the climate, and that of their bo- 
dies from drinking, strip themselves naked and lie 
down in the coolest place they can find, and have 
cold water poured over them in such quantities^ 
that I am convinced the death of the poor wretch^ 
so dearly purchasing what to him seems a Juzury^ 
has often been the consequence^ But the worst 
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part of the picture remains to be seen. On the 
26th, or the morning after balance paying, not- 
"withstanding every, exertion byoflSicers and non- 
commissioned officers, (the most refractory of the 
men being placed in the guard room^ the whole 
barrack continues a scene of riot ana confusion 
nearly the whole night, and m the morning, out of 
what few are left in the barracks, some will be < 
found in their beds wallowing in, and nearly suffo- 
cated with their own filth, in so dreadful a state of 
inebriation as to be incapable of leaving the spot 
where they happen to have fallen on the night oe- 
fore, so that with what this and the effluvia arbing 
from the liquor, tobacco, &c. it is enough to create 
a pestilence among those few, (for there aresuch,^ 
who are capable of conducting themselves with 
propriety, and can keep sober notwithstanding all 
the temptations thrown in their way. 

After a night spent in this manner, few men can 
be expected to be fit for morning parade, and it is 
by no means unusual to see five or six of those 
for duty drunk at guard-mounting, although that 
is, generally speaking, as early as day-break. As 
to parades, necessity in general compels the com- 
manding officer to dispense with them on that day 
altogether. I need only add, that as a matter of 
course, the guard room and congee house become 
crowded with prisoners, and the surgeon holds his 
hospital full regularly after the 24th of every 
month. Such, I am sorry to say, is more or lesa 
the regular monthly wind-up in almost every bar- 
rack in India. 

I received a letter about this time from a Co- 
lonel commanding a regiment about re^tuming to 
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Englaody to sty as the climate had disagreed with 
me so much, he had little doubt he could get me 
attached, to do duty with his regiment, on their 
return to England. I felt that a change of scene, 
and the pleasing excitement of travelling, &c. 
caused by [;oing to the coast, might be of essen- 
tial 6er\'ice in removing a feeling of hypochon- 
driasm to which, whenever alone, my late malady 
subjected me to ; finding it, however, difficult to 
procure a sick ceitifirate, I applied to the Com- 
mander-in-chief, who with that invariable con- 
sideration, which was never doubted, except by a 
set of ill-natured and troublesoine politicians, on 
the occasion of the ever-to-be-lamented Barrack- 
poor mutiny, gave me immediate permission to 
proceed to Europe. 

I was not long in packing up and disposing of 
what little property I possessed, which is generally 
done by a list of your effects being sent round to 
the different officers, who put their names oppo- 
site what the> require. The necessary arrange- 
ments for my march b^ing soon made, I proceeded 
towards the coast, with a palanquin, thirteen 
bearers, one bullock bandy, and four coolies, or 
native porters, marshalled by my head servant and 
matty boy. 

The night before my departure I took leave of 
all my brother officers. I regretted travelling alone 
for such a length of time, but 1 was determined I 
would not be at a loss for an occupation, if I wa^ 
to be deprived through not speaking the language,, 
of conversing with the only society left me on the 
march, the nativea of the country. I felt lonely 
for a few days ; but we soon acc5mmodate our-* 
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selves to any situatioD, and I went on daily at the 
rate of thir^ miles a day, shooting each mornings 
bathing in a tanki or resting myself within a tope^ 
or wherever there mi^bt be protection from the 
sun ; looking at my servants cooking rice ; tellaigi 
I fancied, Oriental tales, around the oldest man of 
the company ; and smoking cheroots. I shot 
evpry morning from five o'clock till eight, any 
thing that came in my way, and whenever I felt 
tired jumped into my palanquin. 

Choultries are built to the great river Kistna^ 
and thence to Madras are dwelling houses, con- 
siHting of two spacious rooms, called bungalows* 
The moment I arrived at my ground, 1 commenced 
my toilet, bathed, shaved, and put on clean clothes; 
afrcr having thus agreeably refreshed myself, I 
w< nt to breakfast, fancying myself at peace with 
all I le world. I inspected my body's daily ac- 
count, put out clean clothes for the following day, 
attended to my journal, visited my sick followers, 
had my gun cleaned, gave onierH for dinner, &c. 
&c. ; indeed, sometimes when my servants were 
not up, I plucked the duck I had shot in the room- 
ing, and had it roasted for dinner; sometimes I 
tried my hand at making a pudding. After tiffen, 
which was generally at one o'clock, I lay down for 
halt an hour, and either whistled or sung <* Erin 
go bragh," or some other old Irish air, which, in 
the romantic melancholy mood 1 thought myself 
then in, seemed to be appropriate to my situation. 

While jogging on in this way I was overtaken 
by a pean, with a letter requesting roe to return, 
as there bad been some informality in my applica- 
tion for leave to proceed to England ; this ordei: 
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diaconcerted me with a vengeance, as I had beeft 
at considerable expense in preparing for my 
march; however, as I knew I should hare the 
pleasure of seeing my brother officers again, and 
telling them how many tigers, &c. i had shot in 
the jungles, I counter-marched, and in a few days 
arrired, with the feelings of a school-boy return- 
ing to school after a long absence at the canton- 
ment. Having sold my house and furniture, I 
should have been compelled to pitch my tent to 
live in until my order for leaving arrived, had not 
a friendly note been fieiit me by a young gentle- 
man in the Company's service, whose family was 
of high rank in Ireland. I accepted the kind offer, 
and received during my stay with him the most 
marked and delicate attention, as if he Uras the 
person obliged, and not I. He waf^ a lad of 
naturally gentlemanly habits, and highly accom- 

Elished ; his disposition appeared excellent, and 
e had, after doing his duty, always some little 
knick-nack method of getting through the morn- 
ings ; he drew with much taste, and played well 
on the flute, violin, guitar, and bugle, all of which he 
taught himself ; the objection I had to my sojourn 
in his bouse, was his performing on the latter in- 
strument rather too frequent for my nerves. I 
could, with many others, rather hear the bugle on 
a distant hill, than in a drawinif-room ; my friend 
did not require any hint to play louder, like the 
German, who, while playing with all his might, 
some fastidious critic cried out <^ play louder — 
louder ;" he threw dowa his trumpet in a passion, 
and said, " it is very easy for you to call louder — 
loudef) but, by Gar, vere is the vind." It would^ 
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however, be well if thiB was all the fault we could 
find with our friends. 

At length the confirmed order arrired for my 
proceeding to the coast. I laid in a second time 
the necessary supplies of biscuit, flour, tea, sug^ar, 
wine, &c. and having purchased another gun, 
with plenty of powder and shut, I re*commenced 
my march for the coast. I determmed by every 
reasonable method, as far as respected great at- 
tention to diet, to give my stomach and sys- 
tem a healthier and better tone than it had, and 
to harden myself by ablutions and swimming in 
the morning in some river or tank, and shooting 
until I came to my ground, when I saw that all 
my baggage had arrived, and that any damage 
done to them or my conveyance was repaired. I 
observed my followers were well, and if I found 
otherwise, gave such medicine or aliment as might, 
according to the best of my judgment, be neces- 
sary. 

Many of the natives were so fond of European 
ncdicine, that they requested to take some as a pre- 
entive of disease, even when they had no existing 
.nalady. On these lovers of physic I practised an 
innocent delusion ; I gave to them pills made of 
crumbs of bread, rolled in flour, and put a patch 
of coloured paper on their noses, and under their 
ears ; they looked very serious during this opera* 
tion, but on visiting my bread and paper patients 
on the following day, they c^une towards me with 
smiling faces, and, placing their hands on tbeiir 
stomachs, said, *' master make very fine well too 
much : belly plenty cool now, all fever and cold 
gone away." I took daily my servants' account, 
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and gave them every third or fourth day money, 
for which I settled with them ; without such accu* 
racy, it it impossible not to be cheated. 

CHeaning my gun generally completed my fore- 
noon's occupation ; I then read. Tifien was 
brought at two, of which I partook sparingly, and 
seldom exceeded a couple of glasses of wine. I 
remadned quiet for an hour, when my things being 
packed up, and my palanquin boys refreshed and 
ready, we proceeded on our journey, going morn- 
ing and evening about thirty miles. 1 generally 
got out of an evening and sported along the road, 
as I saw herds of antelopes, flocks of wild ducks 
covering the tanks, partridges and other game in 
the puddy or rice fields. Spme amusing disobedi- 
ence of orders occurred on the part of my palan- 
quin servants, whr^n I directed them to go into 
the water and bring me die ducks I had shot io 
the tank, they expressively gave two or three 
shrugs, and as many salams, and placed their hands 
above their mouths to indicate it was out of their 
depth. 

On one of these evenings I met an old weather- 
beaten European, who seemed much exhausted ; 
I gave him some of my brandy and biscuits, got 
out of my palanquin, and sat him on the stump 
of a tree. I inquired of him how he became so 
much distressed, why he had not been sent to Eng- 
land, and why he was in so inland and distant a part 
from the coast He seemed pleased at the inte- 
rest I took in his concerns, and gave me the fol- 
lowing account ; <' I came from England, of which 
I am a native, as a soldier in His Majestjr's lOSd 
r^ment, commanded by Colonel Forbes ; I was 
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5df Captain Hallam's company; the regiment 
landed at Madras in !782, three companies were 
ordered to be re-embarked, viz. Captains Pynes, 
Hallams, and Featherstones, in oriler to proceed 
to the coast of Malabar, to join the Bombay under 
the command of Brigadier General Matthews, then 
proceeding oh an expedition against Tippoo Saib. 
We joined at a place called Panama, where the 
General reviewed the troops ; in going down the 
ranks, he questioned me, and the next day an or- 
der arrived for my going to head quarters. 1 was 
commanded to deliver my arms and accoutrements 
to the Sergeant Major, and to go in company of 
an orderly Jamidar, whom the General had sent to 
fetch me. I then became his body servant, and was 
taken prisoner at Nagar Bidanore, where com- 
menced our misfortunes; the General, after being 
made prisoner, was deprived of all his native ser- 
rants, and most of tiis nt^cessary articles of cop- 
venience. Two Europeans, of whom I was one, 
were left with him ; we were sent to Seringapatam, 
strongly guarded by a body of horse and foot. 
When, we arrived within that fortress we were 
confined in a small house, surrounded on all sides 
by guards and other people, set to watch all out 
motions ; after a considerable time an order arrived 
from the Killadar, diiecting the two Europeans 
to be brought to him ; it was then the General 
anticipated the doom that awaited him. He ex- 
pressed himself to me to that effect at parting, 
cautioning me to take care what I said to the Kil- 
ladar. 

" r should take Up your honour's time," added 
the old man, << in mentioning every particular, but 

Vol. II.— Q 
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on our arriyal at the Killadar*s, we were slrieQy ^ 
interrogated and threatened to be hung. We 
were (u^mmanded to give the Kiiladar every 
information respecting our master's affairs; first as 
to where was their slave Hyal Saib, meaning the 
Governor of Bidenore on the Sultan's part, who 
gave the place up to the English, and what the 
General had done with the seal of the country, and 
what hecame of the trt^asures of Bidenore ; we 
replied we were only soldiers in a menial capacity, 
taken to attend upon the General, and that we 
knew nothing of the sfate affairs of which they re- f| 
quired information. The Kiiladar then inquired 
M we could read and write ; we said we could not. 
We were then, after several other questions, es- 
corted under a strong guard to pri^ n, where we 
found Captain Th<»mas Leech, of the Compan)'s 
service, and a Sergeant Pritchard ; in six days 
after Colonel Braithwaite, who was in an agoni- 
zing prison, obtained intelligence, by Colonel 
Bailey's washerntan, that the General had been 
poisoned, and that he was buried that day, of 
which Colonel Bailey sent notice to us. In this 
prison we remained until peace was concluded at 
Maryalore. The prisoners were generally re- 
leased, but my unfortunate companion and myself 
were detained, on account of our being supposed 
dead, and an order was issued that if we were 
positively demanded, we should instantly be put 
to deruh in the prison where we then were. 

"A' r a considerable tin)e the Sultan returned 
to h s capita), and ordered that the remaining 
prison* /s should i-e brought before him, to be ex- 
ammed, when the youngest of us was ordered to 
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be circumcised. I was the Fictim, and on my re* 
covery, I was sent to bathe in the Cadararj rirer, 
and a Mussulman's dress was given to me, with a 
Mahomedan name, after which I did duty in a 
choulee battalion, as Sepoy. Often have I guard* 
ed the tent door of Tippoo, and seen him sleeping 
on his couchy and have frequenUy been tempted 
^to fire my matchlock at him. In a short time our 
camp was ordered against Adonai, a fort belong- 
ing to the Nizam's nephew ; when the camp ar- 
rived there, I took the opportunity to desert, at 
the hazard of my life, and had the good fortune 

to effect my escape ; I made my way to , but 

at that time there was no resident at the court of 
His Highness, nor any body that I could apply 
to for assistance to forward me to the coast, I was 
therefore under the necessity of enlisting in the 
Nizam's Sepoy regiment, in which I have been 
thirty-eight years, no steps having been taken to 
send me to England. I am now an old man, Up- 
wards of seventy -eight years of age, and in the 
winter of life in indigence on account of the ar- 
rears of pay due me by the Circar. 

" Should your honour's condescending goodness 
take pity on nie, the short space, accoraing to the 
course of nature, tliat I may live, will be spent in 
the most fervent prayers for your honour's health 
and prosperity " I gave the poor oW European 
such relief as my slender means enabled me, and 
proceeded on my route. 

On the walls of one of the Choultries was 
written the names of two young men, *' John and 

George , late of the — native infantry, 

jsashiered for fighting a duel ; and success to 
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Majesty's regiment;" also the following 

lines, the correctness of the versification anA 
measure, I am of course not to be considered iac- 
countable for. 

" Hqw liard the fate when doomed to tread 
These barreD regions o'er and o*er ; 
To leate our friends, our homeij shed, ,-jj 

Perhaps to see them never more. 
But I hope the power above 
Will yet protect me from all ill, 
And that again heaven's bounteous love 
Will take me to my country still/' 

My daily march would have been agreeable 
enough, with a companion or two, but as I did 
not sp<'ak the language, and as I was naturally of 
a social disposition, I felt much the want of some 
one of my own colour to convey m> ideas to, and 
to perform mutual good offices with, for we de- 
pend more on one another for daily happiness thaa 
we may think. I must confess there is a charm 
in retirement and books, if you can bring your 
mind into a happy frame, and employ yourself, 
free from excitement. When I could get a large 
shady tree, near a tank, I preferred it to the 
choultry ; many of the rich and well disposed na- 
tives think they wipe oflF much of their worldly 
wickedness by planting topes, sinking bourys. and 
building sereis or choultries ; 1 often blessed them 
on this march from experiencing the comfort 
of those conveniences. 

The native traveller, palanquin boys, &c. cook 
rice, wash, dress, smoke, sleep, and tell their Ori- 
ental stories until it is time to proceed on their 
journey. I used to derive much pleasure from. 



« 



TO IlfBU. !W 

"Witnessing their apparent happiness, and the inno* 
cent nature of their diet, and temperate dcaughtft 
of cungy, or rice water. 

At one of the morning stages I met with quan* 
titles of duck, hut in my anxiety to put them td 
flight, I entered a jungle, in which were tiger^ 
and having a ball in my gun, and my spirits some«k. 
jwhat elevated by an extra glass of brandy and 
Water, I made up my mind to attack one of them^ 
This project, perhaps, luckily for me, was not in-* 
4ulged. 

While under some trees refreshing myself, two 
Europeans approached, and offered to give up the 
•erai they occupied for m) accommodation ; they 
bad just returned from Burma h, and were osi 
their way to Nag pore; they seemed quite ex- 
hausted, I gave them each a glass of wine ; one 
of them received two wounds in his leg at Bur- 
mah, he appeared very communicative, but he fell 
out with my sepoy guard, and made a complaint of 
them, which I decided in their favour. 

I set off after dinner for Nairnamporeau ; the 
bearers took me aver a parcel of rocks, Sind 
through a jungle, the boughs of the trees every 
now and again hit the palanquin, and disturbed my 
illumber ; in the morning I gave my bearers a 
good reprimand, and they excused themselves by 
saying they had brought me very little road. I 
met this morning the Quarter Master GeneraP* 
baggage, proceeding from the river Kistna ; I also 
was addressed in a jungle by a European, almost 
naked ; he told me lie belonged to the horse artil- 
lery«and that he was oi| his route to Nagpore ; h« 
lefr^adras on the 2d of September, and wjts 
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robbed of every thing he possessed, when asleep 
ander a tree, by his native cook boy. I directed 
him to return with me to Moonakadoo, a stage 
twenty miles off, where 1 gave him sufficient food 
for four days, and a few rupees, with a hat and 
such clothes as he might find necessary. He ap- 
peared very grateful and xirent on his journey t9 
Nagpore. 

The Nizam's territory, although a fine bold' 
country, with a much hardier race of people, is 
not near so well cultivated as the East India 
Company's, which 1 found to abound in cotton^ 
indigo, tobacco, and rice plantations ; and in some 
parts, particularly Cuddapah, ,very fine sugar is 
grown. The ingenuity of the natives in con- 
structing public buildings, and bridges, without 
any instructions in architecture, is really sur- 
prising. 

1 observed in one of the choultries as I passed 
through, my name vyritten on the walls, as having 
passed that way on the 9th of June, 18 — , with 
the left wing of the regiment. During the ex- 
treme heat of the day, 1 found it very difficult te 
do anything, 1 could not sleep had I wished, and 
I used to envy my palanquin seivants, when I per- 
ceived them stretched at their ease, unconscious of 
the inconvenience of heat which I was under- 
going, whom they all thought so much happier 
from having a few more rupees than they, and 
t)eing called hurra saib, a great gentleman. 

At a place called Tipartee, I observed a tank 
covered with ducks ; although I had taken medi. 
cine, 1 could not resist the inclination I felt to get 
out of my palanquin and fire at them : I shot one^ 
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which got under a hush cover, but none of my 
servants would swim to get it, and i at all hazards 
waded towards it, and had to swim and dive to 
bring it to the shore. My baggage broke down 
this day on the road, and Home of my coolies or 
porters put down my curry l)a.sket (or celeret) and 
left it in the middle oi the road and ran otf. My 
servants were obliged to remain until they had 
procured otheis. 

My tViendH would have laughed to have seen me 
pluck the duck, roast it, and nmke a little jam roll 
up for ray dinner, which I divided with the best 
behaved of my men, who gave me some of their 
curry in return. 1 never object throwing oflf my 
gentleman's coat, and being useful when necessary, 
although it was not the employment I preferred. 

At one of my stages I observed some natives 
cooking land tunle, which thty appeared *to de- 
molish with great avidity ; its size was considera- 
bly smaller than the turtle on the coast. At one 
stage my palanquin buys put me down, and would 
not, for somt time, goon without sepoys, as a Eu- 
ropean lady had been robbed by a set of bungaries 
on the skirts of a jungle we had to pass through. 
1 armed one with a sword, gave another a gun, 
and kept a loaded pistol myself, with those precau- 
tions, and large sticks, 1 gave them sufiicient con« 
iidence to proceed. At some of my stages 1 fared 
badly, not being able to obtain any thing but tyre, 
or thick sour milk, for breakfast ; my servant not 
having come up, I cooked my own dinner, by 
making a bread pudding. 

I heard at the next stage of a gentleman's being 
•xpected to arrive ; he had sent directions to have 
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iliiDgt preparea ; unfortunately he was robbed o» 
the road, which prevented our iseetiBg. Mj 
iporting waa knocked up for some time, haYisf 
lost a screw out of my gun, and I was not able to 
obtain another until I arrived at a station ; the 
time did not now pass so pleasantly. My servants 
wife was taken suddenly ill ; 1 gave her four grain* 
of calomel, kept her on chicken broth, and had a 
oumby attached to poles, in which I had her quiet- 
ly carried for sqme marches. The wife of another 
•f ray followers was attacked with cholera mor- 
bus ; to her I gave half a wine-^lass of brandy^ 
With half a tea-spoonful of lauda/ium and some 
peppermint. I had her well wrapped up in a 
cumby on a mat and she recovered. 

We at length arrived at the river Kistna, the 

spot where 1 was attacked with fever and ague on 

a former march. I here gave my palanquin boys 

a sheep, according to promise ; as it is the custom 

besides their regular hire to present them with 

one. The following morning I crossed the Kistna ' 

in a round leather boat ; my servants not having 

come up, I plucked three pigeons which I shot 

in the river, and made a curry of them. The 

water of the Kistna is very muddy and bad ; 1 

had some boiled and put a piece of alum into 

it, which soon made the sediment go t* 

the bottom. Borne servants, belonging to a 

Paymaster on his route to Nagpore, arrived. I 

gave half a rupee to the boatman for carrying me 

across the Kistna river, and an extra sheep to the 

palanquin men. I bathed in the river, which is 

rather dangerous, as there are quantities of croco- 

utiles in iL The moment I set foot in the Company'i» 
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country, I was surroanded by some of the poor na« 
fives who offered me children at a rupee each. 

My sepoy guard left me here. I amused myself 
during the da\ in reading <' Indian Recreations,^' 
a most interesting bouk, giving an account of the 
domestic and rural economy of the Mahomedans> 
by the Rev. William Tennant. 1 found a ferry 
which also clears the Kistna water. I proceeded 
on in the evening to Dutchupilly. My stock of 
brandy all out, a sad misfortune this — although no 
drunkard myself, yet it is so necessary and re- 
freshing a beverage with water, wiien exhausted, 
and in cases of cholera morbus. I met there a trou- 
blesome sepoy, who said he had lost all his pro- 
perty. 

My servant^s wife gradually recovering — passed 
through some thick cbolum fi< his, and got out of 
my palanquin to shoot parti ioges and pigeons. I 
arrived in the mormng at Rumpichir Caii ; found 
the bungalow occupied before me by a European 
officer. I was, as well as him, uncommonly glad 
to see a whitt- face again; h^ had breakfast ready, 
to which he invited me, which was very accepta- 
ble, as my br^ ad was mouldy, and m} stock of 
biscuits consumed. My servant's wife near dying ; 
gave her sonrle laudatium in a little tea, which sent 
her to sleep, bad her kept ver\ quiet. 

The young < ffieer whom I had met, was just 
returned from Burmah ; he had, he said, been 
nearly starved there, a!»d to indemnify himself for 
his tormer privations, he had now every luxury, 
such as wine, brandy, cider, perry, hams, tongues, 
jams, &c. &c. he gave me upme of the ni^west 
EngUab publications, among others, '< Harriette 
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Wilson," &c. &c. The only thing be seemed t9 
want was a little cheese and salt, which I gave him, 
and he gave me a little brandy ; we had a o^ost 
agreeable day, what with conversing, eating, drink- 
ing, &c. we smoked cheroots in the evening, took 
each a pint of mulled port, and bid each other 
farewell, I suppose, for ever. 

1 directed my head servant to pay what money 
he had of mine into my hands. 1 found deficient 
fourt«en rupees, for which he accounted by say- 
ing he had payed them to the palanquin m^n ; 
this he had no instructions from me to do. He 
was very insolent, and 1 flogged him rather se- 
verely, which I can only excuse ffbmthe irritation 
€au>ed by bis roguery and lies, and there being no 
magistrate near to appeal to ; I could not get him 
to do any thing but whar he liked until this flogging, 
be was so employed in looking after his own affairs, 
baving a great deal of baggage, an oW horse which 
be daily gave grain to, and a noisy child. At tiffen 
another of niy servants brought me salt out of a 
dirty sock I hafi been that morning shooting in. 

A friend having given lue a co.siiderable quan- 
tity of segars, ! kept luy palanquin servants in 
great good humour, by tiis»ributiiig some among 
them each morning, so that I soon, by their addi- 
tional despatch, arrived at Engore, a jirincipa! 
station on the Madras road. 1 met in the bunga- 
low here a European Sergeant, who had come 
from Masulif)atam, on sick certificate ; he seemed 
at the mercy of his dooly bearers, who would 
only carry him as far as they liked ; he appeared 
almost in a dying stste, and begged my protectioi 
if possible on the road. He gave a deplorable 
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iccount of the state of health of the Europeans at 
Masulipatam. I took the Sergeant with ine, and 
gave him such diet and medicine as I hoped would 
bring him about, for which he seemed very thank- 
ful ; when his strength came round a little, 1 gave 
him books of an amusing nature to read, and he 
declared he had not, after a few weeks, known 
anything like the health he now experienced for 
some time. My supplies being out, I endeavoured 
to obtain the different articles I might require for 
my march at this place. 

When 1 arrived here I was so much in want of 
breakfast, as eagerly to send off to the bazaar for 
one ; but there was none to be had withviut a pre-^ 
vious order ; hoNvever the Sub-assistant Surgeon 
flcnt me half a loaf, and a little dried fish. I called 
on the Commanding Olficer, an old veteran, who 
had all his c >inrorts about him, bamn, pigs, cows, 
goats, turkeys, hens, &c. he invited me to tiffen, 
which was by no mean^i to be refused. I obtained 
here a screw for my gun, which gave me the op- 
portunity of ai^uin amusing m\self. I shortly 
afterwards arrived at Guardaparlaw, a larg« viU 
lagc ; I observed here several beautiful native wo- 
men drawing water from the wells ; their dress 
and attitudi'S m.'ule them appear in my eyes ex- 
ceedingly >;raceful. At the next village I met a 
party of Europeans, wlio had come from Nellore ; 
they were Rurrouudini; the camp of a Captain, 
who hud that morning*, while in the act of iiring 
at a bird in a iun<^l<s when at a short distunoe from 
his party, been spiunix upon by a tiger, his arm was 
as he described it, <;nawed as a dog would a bone, 
up to the shoulder ; he was perfectly sensible all 
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the time ; at length his friends perceived hii peril- 
ous situation, and they immediately fired at the 
beast, which ran howling away ; the following 
morning they searched the jungle, and found the 
tiger lying dead. Captain Kaxter, 1 understood^ 
recovered perfectly ; he was something of a mar* 
tinet, and those who did not like tiim, gave him 
the cognomen of " Tiger Jack.** I arrived the 
following day at a bungalow by the sea. 1 was 
much annoyed by wild Paria dogs attacking my 
palanquin in the night ; they had seized a piece 
of tongue and nearly dragged it out when I awoke ; 
my gun was loaded, and 1 gave the pack the benefit 
of a good load of shot. 

I obtained here turtle of the finest description, 
and quantities of all kinds of fish, with which In- 
dia abounds ; some say that in the heavy showers, 
from some cause or other, they are generated by 
i|uantities of small ones coming down with the 
rains. I amused myself for a few evenings ia 
shooting flung toxes, which are something of the 
bat species ; it is very difiicult to kill them. 

I was awoke from a sound sleep by the bowlings 
of jackalls, I ^ot up and fired at them, and they 
soon decamped. Not being able to rest again, I 
put a bit of rag in my gun pan, and a little gun 
powder, with which I struck a light and smoked a 
cigar in the morning. 

1 moved on for Nellue, and crossed a wide 
river in a Massulah boat. Nellue was much al- 
tered since I was there seven years before. I had 
to wait a considerable time for my servants. I 
went to the public bungalow — found it necessary 
to give my maty half a-dozen lashes for idling on 
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the road. My two best palanquin men attacked 
with fever ; but by care I brought them round, for 
which purpoRe I delayed at Nellue four days. I 
tent all my clothes to the wash here ; the system 
of washing is very different from that in England : 
the clothes, after being well wetted, are placed 
on a stone, frequently hit with a roller of wood, 
until the soil is wt-ll taken out of them, which meth- 
od of washing soon wears out the clothes. I ob- 
tained supplies of bread, meat, &c I called on the 
commanding otiicer of the station, who was bottling 
beer when I went in ; he gave me a glass of course, 
but seemed so much taken up with his domestic 
affairs, that I took the hint and left him, after pro- 
curing some newspapers. I had read all my books, 
and leil one or two at each bungalow, for the pur- 
pose of amusing other travellers, with a memoran- 
dum requesting them to do the same by others. 

I paid my respects to the collector and the 
judge, and obtained some medicine from the sur* 
geon. My palanquin boys took me by mistake 
to the clencyman ot the Zillah's house, and brought 
the palanquin into his verandah ; I had taken off 
my red jacket from the heat of the weather, and 
shut my doors ; the palanquin men did not open 
the door to acquaint me of my arrival at the doc- 
tor's, as they thought, until they put me down in 
-the verandah. I jumped out without my coat, 
thinking I would have time to put it on before 
going into the house, but 1 was already in the 
midst of a parcel of ladies and gentlemen, who 
were sitting round ; the gentlemen ran to know my 
business, and I soon explained the mistake. 
A European sergeant and his wife from Mas- 
VoL. II.— R 
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mlapalim, airivBl : ikit iwwm had only bvied 
her hst facabairi • fortn^fac betorr, and ake was 
rellio^ the ocber wfmi ft food kkHl nun he wu. 
I marched the foUowing daj ibr a phee where 
the oniv shelter I had waaa kindof roofleaBatable. 
The sick Se^eaat daily improvinf in hia health ; 
aroc rid of mj other feUow-traveller here ; walked 
oat in the eTeoine to a tank, wh**re there were 
quantities of dark, they were very shy, which I 
attribute to the number of trayellers an this road. 
I waded np to my middke and faccged for two 
hoars to no purpose I killetl a water fowl, with 
a long bill, at last I was called out by the Tap- 
pal, who had two letters to give me ; awoke this 
night by my maty putting his foot into my palan- 
quin ; I thought it was a rat and was very near 
firing at the unfortunate fellow's foot 

In the morning set off for Haniboal ; I met here 
a young civilian, who was employed in construct- 
ing public works, roads, bridges, &c. he paid me 
a great deal of kind attention. I understood from 
him that the riot or native farmer, paid one half 
the produce of the land to the eompany ; I left 
him at night, and posted three marches, when I 
took a boat at Shual, and sailed do wo an inlet of 
the -sea to Ennore ; on my way I passed some 
beautiful country residences ; among others, Lord 
Charles Bentinck's. I touched at Pulicat, a 
Dutch settlement, where I remained during the 
day, viewing several beautifully constructed pub- 
lic buildings. At night I sailed on to Ennore ; I 
arrived there in the morning, and on landing was 
warned off the place I jumped on, by a sepoy, as 
Mr. Compton, the Advocate General, and the 
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Crovenor, had given orders that there should be 
|io intruders there. I journeyed forward to Ma- 
dras m the middle of the day ; on my arrival I 
found all the offices shut : it was Sunday, which, 
from not knowing how the time went on, when 
marching alone, 1 had not calculated on. After 
considerable trouble I obtained a passage in a 
ship on the point of sailing ; I was rather badly off 
with respect to accommodation, having no cabin, 
but in other rf spects very comfortable. We had 
on board the — » — a regiment returning to England, 
and a General Rt^ralK who was to have had ^he 
command of the Burmese expedition. After a 
five months' passage we arrived safe in the Downs, 
and I was soon again among my family ; it was 
not long before I made preparations for another 
voyage, the events of which may be hereafter re- 
corded, or rather I should say may hereafter be 
published^ for recorded unquestionably they are, so 
far as a very copious account thereof, locked up 
in my desk, may be considered a record. 

Gentle Reader — how I love the quaint though 
now antiquated phraseology of the seventeenth 
century — Gentle Reader, we are now to part — 
at least for a season, and yet, properly speaking, 
the separation is not so much between you and 
me, as between me and a very agreeable occupa- 
tion, for in good truth I was always one of ** those 
gentlemen who wrote with ease," and for the sim- 
ple reason that I would never take the trouble of 
writing with labour. Somebody has said — " your 
easy writing's d — d hard reading." I trust, gen- 
tle reader, you have not found it so. I trust that 
in following the progress of my early days, my in- 
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^rodnctiavio fife, ay oiii* i mhiinhj ncfa be> isBf 
bar*- beisn, on men nd thinsrb. during a ymj ms^ 
period of £ verr actm: existence, and final.'j . Ji 
l^e re vi«*ir o:" those trmaBCtionE winch I hnvt Il^- 
Bcribec, where otbere rather than myself havt tMud 
tht proriiinenT place, you have had all the prsin 
and pleasure winch tht time sp^nt iL th£ perisb 
warrtfleij vou t" exw*ct A celebrated wmer 
has said fha- tnt bui^TUiiiv of anv man. ifiaiiDiLiT 
composec. could n<iT iai. iv pn}\t interestiur hni 
iaatrucnrt. ]t is in tue (lereuasiDi. that ihe pc>7- 
tioi. of nine now presented lo the fmiiiic coxjt&ln- 
efl verv ample materiuis. tnai J venture lo hope 
th*^ uninitiaiet racv dtjrive hCi-a,niMPt fr-»m the 
Jarj^ exr>er»enDt a iew yeart hkve eiren oie, and 
tht uin fitar^T* bt amutied bv retru'TTnot to scenes 
no* mr\ uniike tnusi Eumdst vfc>ct thcl: own 
Toutt har puaed 
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